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ERRATA to VOLUME IV. 

Page 6, line 12, for them, read all 
P. 27, 1. io, £6t deilnim, r. delirium 
P. 32, 1. 6, for way, r. force 
P. 89, 1. 19, for Ignus, r. Ignis 
P. 1x4, 1, 11, for remains, r. remainder 
P« 149, li 13) fi>r preremptoryi r. peremptory* 
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LETTER CV. 

To Mrs. Obritn. — From Lady Helm 

Ni^gent^ 

Mulierry- Mount, Jan. 
TnO fey I was aftonifh'd at the receipt 
-*- of your two laft, is a feeble exprefi 
(ion. Oh, Hiy very fo^l glow'd by turns 
with oppofite fenfations, to fee my fex at 
once fo ennobled, and debas'd. Weak, 
and ill-fated woman ! how has (he fallen a 
vl6lim to herfelf, and by a criminal indul- 
gence, embitter'd ihofe various bleffings. 
Heaven had fo liberally bcftow'd ! a cor- 
Vol. IV. B iu^\.^4 
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; 
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rupted heart has infefted its gifts, and the 
united poifons have ftrengthen'd each o- 
ther. A viSim to the vices of the world, 
before (he has even run thro' half its ca- 
reer of follies, fhe will, I fear, early fet 
it at defiance. She is not the facrifice to 
Mr. Obrien ; it is to difCpation, to the 
rage of diftinftion, (he falls a prey. It is 
not to gratify the wifhes even of a difho- 
norable lover, that Ihe difgraces a noble 
and eftim^ble hufband ; it is thro' the fear 
of paffing an evening alone. Frivolous, 
even in vice ! yet thefe are the women, 
wJiofe names difgrace our Courts of Juf- 
tice : names, facred in the annals of the 
pad, and fanftified by the moft illuftrious 
aSions, now adorning fome fcandalous a- 
necdote in a new.fpaper, increafing the 
fale of a defpicable pamphlet, or ftuck up, 
amidft the vileft of their fex, at the win-« 
dows of a licentious print-fliop. My heairt 
bleeds for the noble one fhe has injur d 1 
JEdward has had a fever of indignation ev« 

er 
41 
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er fince he read her letter. He cannot 
think, fpeak, or hear of her with modera- 
tion. Lord Melrofs has urg'd us to come 
to town. Mr. Nugent, I am inclin'd to 
think, will accept the invitation, only to 
obferve from her aftions, how far Ihe 
dealt fincerely with you. I expfefs'd my 
hopes that fhe would do fo : he fhook 
his head with moft emphatical difguft, and 
I fee does not believe it poffible, her error 
ftiould be concealed. Her Lordyoung, gay, 
amiable, mixing every where, fought every 
where, is but too much expos'd to hear 
the moft invidious truths, from thofe a- 
midft our fex, who envy or hate her ; 
and doubt not, my dear, but there arc 
hundreds who do both. He is not a du- 
ellift, I know ; but he is at a period of 
life, when the tumults of the paffions are 
rardy to be govern-d, even by the prin- 
ciples moft cherifti'd; and tho' I have 
he?u-d him fay, he would not fight but ia 
his profeffion, Edward fliakcs his head at 
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that too, and feems to know him beltet 
than he knows himfelf. At this time too 
her guilt is doubly Ihocking, fince a few 
months more would, I doubt not, from 
the tenor of his charafter and conduQ, 
have fixt him decifively hers. His paflion 
for you, ever uncertain, fometimes fub- 
Iiding in efteem, fometimes debas'd into 
defire, has never yet attain'd that perma- 
nent (late, which alone can refift the ef- 
forts of reafon, principle, and fituation; 
thefe all unite iiim to her, and once con- 
firmed by delicacy or attention in her con- 
duQ, would, I doubt not, in time, eifec- 
tually alienate him from a foreign attach-^ 
ment. Love, my dear, both you and he 
have prov'd, to be a ftrong, i)ut not an 
unconquerable paflion ; in your bofom as 
it is more gentle, and more pure, it is 
confequently more durable. The habits 
of your life too, are, retirement and re- 
fleflion J every day renders his more ac 

tive. 
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live. Your merit, however, like your 
ftruggles, will have the fuperiority ; fince 
your conquefts over yourfelf, will be fole- 
ly the effort of your virtues, whilft a 
thoufand incidental circumftances will u« 
nite to accomplish his. But funk in fate, 
how have you rifen in merit, above the 
weak and guilty woman, whofe vices have 
betray 'd him. Led alike into error, alike 
the objeft of folicitation, afike lovely e- 
nough to become the obje6l of cenfure, 
the triumphant influence of mind has ele- 
vated you, whilft the failure of its exerti- 
ons, has debas'd and humbled her.~ 
You have rifen from every ftruggle with 
frefh vigour fqr the next, only by daring 
to think you might ; . fhe has funk from 
weaknefs to weaknefs, merely from not 
direfting her underflanding to the regula- 
tion of a firft error. Perfe£lion is not, it 
is true, the lot of humanity, yet fhe who 
aims at it, at leaft ennobles her failings, 
no longer finks the improbable in the im- 

B 3 ^o®c\^^ 
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poffible, and ftriving to be all that fli* 
ought, will infenfibly become all that fh« 
can. 

^< Since but to wijh more virtue, it to gale.'* ) 

As to coming again to town, it is ^ &tp 
;iothing but neceflity can urge me to.-^^ 
Yet where the happinefs, the .honor of 
thofe with whom I am fo de.^rly connefti- 
ed, is concern'd, there is nothing I would 
not undertake! Oh, that vile Obrien, 
what has he not to anfwer for! and much 
I fear, he will anfwer for them. For you*, 
fo hardly tried, furely fotne happier days 
muft be yet in ftore ; and even whiUft 
thus tried, the fenfibiHties of exalted minds 
ravage not the hearts they fill. They onr- 
ly meliorate its virtues, and elevate its 
hopes : whilft the , tumultuous ftorm of 
the paflions, irritates and hardens it ; pre<- 
pares it for vice, and doubly unfits it for 
the attendant remorfe. 

My 
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My fwect boy runs about the garden 
when the weather will permit, and is be* 
come the faucieft rogue alive. — He loves 
his. iatber> better than he does me ; a 
fad proof of his. tafte, however. — And 
Edward is paflionately fond of him. You 
will think fo, when I tell you he is the 
moft indulgent of the two. So much more, 
that the .other day I very gravely fetch'd 
a morning cap, and put it on his head, 
by way of a hint. Adieu, my dear 

friend, I will write foon. 

H. Nugent, 
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LETTER CVI- 

To Lady Helen Nugent-^From Mrs. . 

Ohrien. 

Winbrook, Feb. 

THE ruin is at length wound up to its 
higheft pitch* Davenport has ftopt 
payment, and a draft of Mr. Obrien s 
was amongft the firft protefted. ** Want, 
worldly want," my dear friend, may pro- 
bably be my portion : nor am I philofo- 
pher enough, I confefs, to view it with 
indifference. But if to me a reverfe of 
this nature, is terrible, how much more 
fo muft it * be to Mr. Obrien ; he, 
who lives but to the world ; nor feeks any 
iOther deities, than its luxuries, and its of« 
tentations. His temper has been in a 
ftate of irritation, that has excited m^ 
pity. The houfe in town, I mean imme- 
diately to give up, and the Jumiiure ^^2if. 
'* ) perhaps. 
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perhaps, on ibme future day, fwell out a 
4£aulogue, for the amufement of thofe 
who have fo often fat at my table. Do 
not fuppofe I think poverty a certain evil, 
but in the extreme. Thoufands have 
owed both their virtues and enjoyments, 
to that chaftto'd knowledge of themfelves 
it prodtices-; but the melancholy views it 
too^ often affords thofe who have known 
afBiience;: the dreary retrofpeftion up- 
on' the vices; the frivoloufnefs, and the 
fbllies they have ihdulg'd, (now difplay- 
eA in their true colours, by thair perceiv- 
ing: them; to be the marking ones of thofe 
cbara8ers they affociatcd with ;) the ingra- 
titude, andhardhefs of heart, fuch retro- 
fjf^ediojDS difcovcr, . but too much unfit the 
mind they, fit), for a future^ intercourfe 
with the worlds It is true> that the equi- 
pages of the profligate, and the ruin'd^ ftill 
ftl our= ft'reets; they return, madly to 
fquander the little, chance, or a few years 
of ceconomy^ has retriev'd ; but their re- 

B 5 *^™> 
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is the craving of an appetite, that loaths 
the nourifhment it feeks. They defpifej 
and are defpis'd ; they have felt all the 
bitternefs of negleft, and its flings remain 
in their hearts : they do not affociate, they 
live in a tumult in which they are glad to 
drown the remembrance of every feelings 
and are mifanthropes in the bofom of fo* 
ciety. Such will Mr. Obrien one day 
be; fuch, muft*he be, if he continues the 
pharafter he i^ : and my injuries will re- 
yenge themfelves. To me, perhaps, fomc 
favourable circumftancemayarife, from an 
event full of fo many that -are the contra- 
ry ; I may now with frefli vigor, folicit 
that total feparation, I have long and ar- 

* * 

jdently wilhed. — For it is dreadful to be 
thus united in fate, with one who by turns 
excites my fears, my refentment, and my 
pity. Out of the wreck of my fortune, I 
may fecure ^ fmall pittance, which may 
f liable me to fix near you. In your 

houfe, 
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bdufe, (deafly as- 1 love yo») I will riev-' 
tr be acodftant inmate. *. A tho^fand 
raafons orddicafcyj prudence, and pride, 
6>rbid J^t whkb I need Aot recapitulate. 
-^AU this howevdr/ miift be deferr'd till 
Mi^^ Gbfica :lias- recoveF'd his temper, 
wbicl^.l fear, will not, be .veiy foon. . 

Aftd htiw I tnufl tonfefs my ^ifhes, that 
ywi . could, confiftently with your own 
dtmoeftic comfort, fpend a few weeks in 
Grofvenor-Square. It is the dangerous 
period,. 1 when Lady Melrofs may be fay- 
ed, or irretricYably loft, . I cannot be a 
gnard upon^ her, for I have no home in 
town, 4 and as^ Mr.. Obrien will find her 
eve» more neceflary to hii5> extravagan?- 
cies, , he will leave no ftep .untried towards 
a fecond feduftion.n— Unfortunate woman ! 
fdr that be loves h^ not, even according 
toj his own ideas, I much believe ; fincc 
1 2 have, the greateft caufe to? think, he 

B.6 ? voluntarily 
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voluntarily indulged his vanity, by throw- 
ing her letter ii^ my way; fure, that 
whatever my fentiments, regard for Lord 
Melrofs^ would impofe filence upon them ; 
and not entirely aware, that by fending it 
off to you, I put it out of their power to 
recover it. 



Farewell, 



S. O. 



LET^ 
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LETTER CVII. 



Tq Mrs. Ohrien — From Lady Helen 

Nugent. 

Mulberry 'Mount, Feb. 

YOUR wiihes, and your fituation, my 
dear friend, have determined me; 
we {ball be in town, almoft as foon as this 
reaches you, and, till then, I defer faying 
any thing on that extenfive field Da« 
venport's failure has open d to both.-—* 
You a* philofopher! No my dear, my be- 
loved Serbia, we need but look on thofe 
eyes, which are moft truly the vifible foul, 
to be aifur'd yours is alive to the moft 
poignant emotions; I fliould not love 
you, if it was not, nor efteem you if you 
did not know how to conquer them.^« 
Lord Melrofs has again written, to pre& 
our vifiti-— He mentions Pavenpart.^-And 



14 ERRORS Q W 

in a fubfequent paragraph, adds, "your 
prefence i$> more than d^iitable, it is ne^ 
cejfary to me ; and not only yours, ' but 
Lady Helen's : whea we meet, I will ex- . 
plam my rtieaning/* As . he {peaks Arily . 
on the fubjeft of Lady Melrofs in the - 
concluGon of the letter, this cannot allude - 
to her. To whom: indeed , fhpuld it, but t 
to one who defcprvedly. engrpflfes .h^lf hi^ > 
thoughts. Do not bpweyei?^ let your pride, , 
or yourdelicacy take the al^rm ; I mention ? 
the cix:cumftaBce, only, to aifur^ you, that: 
he takes a tender inferefbiri, every ,^ vent - 
of your lifev. He^lhpl) Jhav.e npimore than i 
an intercity: depentl upon; it,; and 1 wpuld i 
not forgiyco him. for, having lefs;;. And fp , 
LadyM^lrpfs and py filter-in-laware great : 
friends^!— T-I ;kaew.npttilL, lately to. whom ^ 
the papers alluded by. Lady S-^^. Half of / 
Mr.^ Nugent'? ;JbuA4vefi>Jn^.town,r. will be to % 
fettle the .legacy we ba\.e»>acqu*n*d .by our - 
la^te misfortjJAe , au ac^uj^u.^ . oJcrri * with \ 
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:|[vhichiiiy bfotfaqr i$ fo much diicontent^ 
^d, as well as with that lc& Lady Mel* 
rofs, that I jinow not what reception we 
ihall meet with from him, but am deter* 
min'd to hope, thfi beft. . 

You have lieard, I fuppofe, that Mr* 
Erikine has app^aKd to the houfe of peers. 
— Surely he is mad. Lord Melrofs, will 
be again tormented with law ; for tho' it 
has been inlinuated that a compromife 
might be effefted, he rejeSed the idea as 
clifgraceful. Is not this romance ? The 
more fo, as, I know he would have ferv- 
ed Erikine, at the time, he beliey'd the 
affair teipninated, 

I have a thoufand things to prepare 
for our departure, and muft therefore bid 
you adieu. — I intend my boy fhall be 
your gueft the chief part of my time, and 
fhall bring him myfelf, as foon after my 

arrival 
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arrival in London as poffible^ and if you 
can find room, and Mr. Obrien good-* 
humour, (hall intrude the company of 



Your coer affeBianatt^ 



H&tEM NU0EKT« 



V 

LE T.^ 
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LETTER CVUr. 

To Mrs, Ohrien.'-^From Laiy Helm 

Nugent, 

Grojvenor-Square ^ March, 

WE art once more in London, where 
I did not intend being for many 
years. I hope, however, when next I 
leave it, to carry with me that invaluable 
friend, who alone could have brought me 
here* By fome miftake in Edward's laft 
to Lord Melrofs, we arrived a day foon- 
cr than we were expefted, and confequent^ 
ly found nobody at home. They had 
dined at Spenfer-Houfe, and as it was 
uncertain what their ftay would be, we 
had no option, but to follow, or fend for 
them; and on this important decifion, feem- 
cd to depend the whole itiipuite of our 
meeting with my brother and fitter. By the 
formality of letting them know we were 



•• y 
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in town, we (hould demand a vifit, which 
they might not pay duly, or in the man- 
ner we wifh'd. In furprifing them, a con- 
fidence and familiarity would be* fl^ewn, 
\^hich might prevent future coldnefs.— • 
The laft choice, was at lead the fafeft; 
and without debating .the point with Mr. 
Nugent, (in whofe learned head, nat on^ 
of thefe important nothings had enter'o) 
I fent a fhort note, fignifying that we 
fhould have the pleafure of embracing the 
whole party in half an hour^ We expeft- 
ed Lord Melrofs would have return'd with^ 
the meffenger, and might indeed have 
guefs'd, from his, not doing fo, that Jie 
had deferted ; but without waiting for fur-f 
ther invitation than a return of the com- 
pliments, we fet off. How did the driving 
once more thro' thofe gates awaken bitter 
remembrance ! — Happy as I am, in my 
union with Mr. Nugent, I can never 
think without regret, that the effefling it 
was a blot in my lifej fmce it caus'd a. 

pang 
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pang, to him from whom I receiv'd it.— 
On entering the drawing-room, we found 
Lord and Lady Somerfet, my mother, 
and Lady Melrofs. The fight of fo many 
Familiar, and yet formal faces, with the 
deep mourning in which every one was 
clad, ftruck upon my heart ; and before I 
could return their compliments, I burft 
into tpars. Not one, , however, feem'd to 
coiidPrehend the Patent caufe of them, as 
they unanimoufly laid it upon the fatigue 
of my journey . 

*' The melancholy event that preceded 
our laft parting," faid Mr. Nugent, break- 
ing the filence which had followed firft 
enquiries, *' will I hope excufe this little 
agitation ; fince every one prefent, muft, 
fympathize in it." You would almoft have 
fmiled, my dear, tho' I wept, to fee eve- 
ry head 'ihake in unifon at this fpeech, 
and every eye, ceremonioufly caft to the 
ground, as if to conceal a tear, which 
none however felt My brother's hand 

remain'd 
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remain'd fufpended m the meditated tunc 
on the table, which was wont to fupply 
every paufe in the converfation, and the 
remaining ' drops of coffee, were fufFer'd 
to grow cold, as the hearts of thofe who 
held them. Oh ! how mine (icken'4 at 
the fubfequent panegyric* 

** We have had a great lofs indeed, 
Mr. Nugent," faid my mother, alfer a 
paufe ; *' but Heaven's Will muft be done. 
—An excellent hufband !" 

'' The moft diftinguifh'd of my friends!'^ 
faid Janetta affeftedly. 

** A fine politician too, upon my foul !"' 
cried Spenfer, eagerly, as if afraid fome- , 
body would ftep in firft, and leave him. 
nothing to fay; as he feem'd to have 
done by his lady ; who made no further 
progrefs in her fpeech, than that of open- 
ing her mouth. Mine died ^away in tears^ 
and Edward made a juft and noble eu* 
logium, adding with a tender attention to 
mc, *• that it might be better to wave a 

fubjeCl, 
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fubje£l, he had been to blame in ob- 
trading/' 

** PerTiaps, Mr. Nugent wifhes to dif- 
cufs a more important one/' faid Spenfer, 
tumtng^ to my mother, with an air^ half 
farcaftic. 

•* More important, my Lord! pardon, 
me for repeating your words/' return'd 
Edward, '* I kngw of none fo/' 

^' yon have talk'd with Spotfwood/' 
(our Lawyer, my dear) " I prefume, Sir," 
faid my brother. 

** That was not poffible my Lord ! I 
have not been half an hour in London ; 
and the calls of intereft, are, with me, always 
fubfervient to every other/' 

" A little cream, if you pleafe, Ma- 
dam!" faid Spenfec, with a mod imperti- 
nent careleflhefs* ** James you may go I" 

" For Heaven's fake, what is the mat- 
ter ?" cried I, perceiving indignation in 
the countenances of both, and that thofe 

of 
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of the whole party indeed, did not feenj 
too harmonious. 

'' The Will, the Will, ray dear!" faid 
Edward, with a peeviihnefs that fpokc 
him much hurt. 

*' No more repartees pray," faid my 
wife fifter-in-law, playing her fan, **we 
fliall have you quarrel, and frighten us to 
death." 

** Don't be alarm 'd, Madam," returned 
Spenfer, I have nodoilbt but one friend 
is as peaceable as the other. Lord Mel* 
rols has prudence enough for both." The 
fneer with which this was fpdken, arid the 
look he caft at Tanetta, convinc'd me they' 
Jiad been fparring on this affair of the 
legacies, before' we came in. Her look 
anfwer'd his, you may be furfe. 

** No more repartees^ drawl'd flie, in 
a tone, and manner ifo precifely like La- 
dy Sonierfet's, that no mufcles could with- 
fiand it. My bi other who was fufiiCieii tl) fen- 

libl€ 
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fible of the ridicule, redden'd with an* 

ger. 

" The advantage of a witty wife !" re- 
torted he. " Lord Melrofs may thank xne 
for that!" 

f " As it was the firft time your Lord- 
fhip had any concern with the talent," 
replied Janetta, ** you will certainly be 
pardon'd. / will anfwer for its being the 

iaft." 

'' Your fpeech to me, my Lord," faid 

Edward, (who had by this time recovered 

himfelf) " is as incomprehenfible as many 

former ones ; and I am only fatisfied in 

the certainty that no man breathing can 

be degraded, by being tompar'd with Lord 

Melrofs." 

** I think, Mr. Nugent, you might have 
had refpeft enough to let Lord Somerfet 
and I^ady Melrofs fpeak/' interrupted my 
mother, 

" Refpea, Madam," added Mr. Nu- 
gent, in a tone that alarm'd my whole foul. 

** Brother! 



«4 E R R O R S O F 

*^ Brother! Edward!" I exclaim'd in- 
coherently — '' Are you mad ? Have you 
fo foon forgotten your melancholy recon- 
ciliation ?" 

** Oh there are remedies for thefe fhort 
memories!" return'd my unfeeling bro- 
ther, with another fneer. — *' We have 
found them admirable ;" and again he 
look'd at Janetta, 

" By experience, my Lord ?'* alked fhe 
with a moR provoking fmile. 

•* Aflc Lord Melrofs! he will tell you, 
you are indebted to fuch for a hufband." 

" Yes, and may be fo, for getting rid 
of him ;" faid the young Countefs, in a 
lone, which fhew'd (he had not forgiven 
the jeft upon herfelf. 

*^ If I am^ Madam, / fhall not make 
fure of another within a month." ■ ■ ■ 

*' Lord Somerfet/' faid Edward, fick of 
this fine-lady wit, ** I am not to be in- 
fuked, nor is the name of Lord Melrofs, 
to be the fubjeft of inii|>id dif^uifitions. 

Id 
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In his abfence to refle6l upon him thus 
obliquely, is "— — 

*' The only fpecies of meannefs his 
Lordfhip would not be guilty of, perhaps, 
in his prefence," added Janetta. 

*^ None but the devil, or a woman,** 
faid Spenfer, ** would dare to have faid 
that;"— 

'* The wife of Lord Melrofs" 

•^ The wife of Lord Melrofs," inter- 
rupted he, in a* tranfport of paffion.— • 
" S^y rather, the beggarly offspring of a 
beggarly Enfign. — Brought up thro' cha- 
rity, and married thro' compaflion : and 
now," he added, taking her hand, and 
furveying her with the bittereft contempt, 
•* becaufe a weak hufband ornaments the 
pretty bauble with diamonds and embroi* 
dery, her little head is turn'd with the 
metamorphofis, and (he prcfumes to talk 
to her. benefaClors, of confequence, and ti- 
tles, — Go child! go, and recoUeft a lit- 
tle, of that humility, with which you urg'd 

Vol. IV, C mc 
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me to interfere vith this formidable huf- 
band, to oblige him to accept your fair 
hand/' And away he flung it. Lady 
Melrofs feem'd petrified ; till a faint te-he, 
from my wife fifter, recovcr'd her. 

** And do you dare to infult me 
too! poor Plaifter of Paris, compofi- 
tion of powder, and paint ! — Wafh off 
the enamel, left you crack it with a fmile ; 
and let us for once fee the outfide, as un- 
adorn'd as the in/' Tears of paflion 
gufh'd out, as fhe fpoke, and the deepeft 
flufli disfigur'd her complexion. 

** Why you are all mad, I think, to- 
night," faid my mother. — " Spenfer, what 
do you mean by this behaviour ?" 

*' Have I faid a word, that is not truth. 

Madam ?" 

" Why Janetta, what is the matter with 

you ?" 

*' Don't talk to me ! don't talk to me !" 
replied {he. Then paflionately ftarting 
up, ** The matter. Madam ! does the cre- 
ation 
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Alion produce another man like that be- 
fore you ? A man, do I fay ? No ! If 
pride, meannefs, avarice, and infolence, 
can make one, let me call him a Devil !" 
Good God ! my dear, what a fiend is 
paflion ! hers was little fhort of phrenzy : 
her looks, her voice, her air, were hardly 
human. Unconfcious of what (he fiid, 
or did, there was fcarce an excefs, to 
which this deilrium did not feem capable 
of carrying her. I fhall never, I think, 
be tranfported fo far as to paflion again, 
whilft I live ; for who {hall fay where 
it may Hop, when neither prudence, deli- 
cacy, or rank, could fet bounds to hers ? 
Mr. Nugent, and I, abfolutely flared at 
each other. 

** Your Ladyfhip,'* faid he at length, 
turning to my mother, has tacitly aflent- 
ed to one circumftance I cannot pafs o- 
ver." *' Lord Mclrofs, (addreifing himfelf 
to my brother) is, I dare believe, fuperi^ 

C z or 
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or to compulfion of every kind, particu- 
larly that alluded to." 

'' You are deceived, Sir," return 'd Spen- 
fer, with a mighty felf-fatisfied air, " your 
friend dar'd not do otherwife than marr}^" 

*' And on what do you build that af- 
fertion, my Lord ?" 

" You are not likely to be acquainted 
with the circumftance, Mr. Nugent. We 
had a ride together in Hyde-Park. Our 
conference was a (hori one. 1 was not in 
a pacific humour, or his Lordftiip in a 
fighting one ; fo it ended, as moft of thefe 
affairs do, in a marriage." 

** You aftonifh me !" replied Edward, 
after a paufe, and his countenance did juf- 
tice to his words.-r-** And could you fup- 
pofe that abfurd affair, intimidated Lord 
JMelrofs ! believe me, it never excited any 
thing but a fmile "— 

" Mofl heroic Knight-errant!" faid Ja- 
netta, " how is it poffible to exprcfs my 
gratitude for fuch exwaordmary prowefs f 

and 
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and fo much fuperior to exaggeration too ! 
ages to come will celebrate your viftories, 
as the conquer'd did by laughter/' She 
laugh'd with an hyfterical fob at the end, 
that excited at once my fears and my 
pity. 

" You will find fufficient employment 
for his Lordfliip's courage, if he has any," 
faid the young Counlefs. 

" You !" returned Janetta, ftill alive to 
her rank, ** do you remember to whom 
you fpeak, Madam ? But it has ever been 
a queftion with me, whether your igno- 
rance, or your ill-breeding, were the mod 
to be blam'd, and you are determined it 
Ihall never be decided/' 

*' For your own fakes Ladies," faid Ed« 
ward, '* drop this converfation 5 nor make 
another blufh for you/' 

*' Sure you have both titles enough," 
faid the Lady Dowager, " without quar- 
relling about them/' 

C 3/ '* Let 
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** Let each, before (he condemns the 
other, examine her own heart," faid I ; 
unfealing my lips, moft unfortunately, the' 
the firft time for an hour pad. 

*' I fhaH not find Obrien there, if I do,'' 
anfwer'd the young Lady Somerfet, pertly* 

*' And who will ?'* return'd Lady MeN 
rofs, fixing her eyes fternly upon the for- 
mer. Edward's face was in a flame. I 
never faw him fo much agitated with fup- 
preff indignation. My cheeks glow'd. 

** Obrien," repeated my brother, with 
a malicious pleafure ; " Obrien ! I con- 
jgratulate your Ladyfhip on your tafte ; 
you are not the only woman, by five- 
hundred, to whom that gentleman is de- 
voted." 

•* One of which, has the honor of bear- 
ing your title, I believe, my Lord." 

** Obrien, my devoted!" faid the filly 
Lady Somerfet, with an eagernefs that 
fliew'd flie was telling afelfehood, '' don't 

believe 
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believe her, my Lord, he never told m6 
fo in his life ; but I can prove "— — . 

" Think well of what you are going 
to fay/' interrupted Janetta. — '* If but a 
word injurious to my reputation, tremble 
for the confequences ! I will have a maf- 
culine revenge;'*—— 

** Fye, fye! Lady Melrofs !" faid I, we 
have had too much of the mafculine al- 
ready." 

** Good Heavens !" re turn' J (he, awak- 
ening as from a dream, *' how have they 
expos'd me ! or rather, how have I ex- 
pos'd myfelf ! — I feel you defpife me ! but 
to be thus arraign'd, infulted, fcorn'd."— 
And her voice funk into hyfterical fobs, 
till my mother was alarm'd. 

*' La! what did we quarrel about?'* 
faid Lady Somerfet, turning to me, when 
her late" -friend was a little recover'd.— 
When decency, peace, and temper are 
deftroy'd, figh'd I, how many afk that 
queftion ? Yet even in the little inftance 

C 4 - of 
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of foliciting a reconciliation, did this filly 
woman demonftrate the fuperiority of an 
unreproaching confcience ; fince Janetta, 
with an underftanding fo far fuperior, was 
not able to forgive, merely becaufe con- 
fcious guilt had given way to infult.— 
And thus ends the everlaftingfriendfhi]^ of 
the two ladies. Lady Melrofs, (tho' dreft 
for a round of vifits) went home abruptly, 
jeft her Lord (hould return to know 
the reafon fhe did not appear at them ; 
and efcap'd him but by a. quarter of an 
hour. But what a gewgaw, a glittering 
deception does (he appear ! I thought^ I 
fhould not pity her, but I ws^s deceiv'd. 
Who that fees her in public, blazing in 
diamonds, and furrounded by flatterers, 
can fufpeS, that far from being happy, 
her heart is a prey to diftruft, and re- 
morfe. That it is in the power of a fool, 
like the young Lady Somerfet, to ftretch 
her upon the rack of terror, and of my 
brother, to wound her pride even to ago- 
ny; 
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ny ; that (he is in fhort, a meteor abroad, 
and a defpis'd, infulted, miferable vidim 
at home ; to whom, the prefent affords 
nothing but pai«, and the future nothing 
blit defpair. Since fecrets like hers, it is* 
ftlfficiently obvious, can never remain long 
fuch, and - fhe feels herfelf hourly ap- 
proaching a' precipice, (he can only fore- 
fee without being able to* prevent. Yet 
had (he been innocent, (he had really been 
the gay and happy creature (he appears. 

Her pa(fi6n had however, one favor- 
able confequencCj in filelicing Edward, 
and .my brother.* I had a long conver- 
fation with the former about the infinua- 
tions thrown on the courage of Lord MeU 
rofs ; he laugh'd at the idea, and only 
Jaid;. '' he . hoped _ Lord Somerfet would 
have prudence enough not to fpread the 
fame of his valor too far,. le!l it fhould 
receive a check, not of the pleafmteft na- 
lure* One further obfervation Itruck him, 

C 5 which,' 
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which, I fear, is but too true. — My mo- 
ther, certainly knows the fhocking fecret 
we are at fo much pains to conceal.— 
Nay, I fear, it is ftill further fpread.— 
What was it Lady Somerfet "could 
prove ?" — Till we meet, however, I fhall 
quit the fubjeft. May I come on Tuef- 

4 

day ? I have much to fay to you, and af- 
fure yourfelf, if Mr. Obrien is tolerably 
civil to me, I will exert myfelf towards 
him. You muft be feparated, and - the 
prefent crifis, is, I hope, a favourable one. 

Mr. Nugent and Lord Melrofs, join in 
every kind and iefp66lful remembrance^ 
with, 

Your offeBionatc, 

Helen Nugent,. 



LET- 
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LETTER CIX. 

To Mrs. Ohricn. — From Lady Helen 

Nugent^ 

March. 
T Write a few lines to apologize for not 
■*" attending you till Wednelciay. All is 
peace once more. . Lord Melrofs has awed, 
or won every party to filence. He is the 
idol of the young, Countefs^ in fpite of my 
brother, who with a fine eftate, is nearly 
as poor, as when he was fimply Lord Spcn- 
fer; and .hates every body, mention'd in 
the Will. . We meet on Tuefday atSpen- 
ferrHoufe,. where Lord Melrofs. will be 
the only one who will :not aft the hypo- 
crite.. Edward and J are juft come from 
thence J we have return da morning yi- 
fit, and carried little. Herbert with us.— * 
May uiy fmiUi>g boy be the pledge of» 
peace in las .family. . He xan to his iailier 

C 6 on 
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on entering the room, and clung round his 
neck ; nor would he be perfuaded to (hew 
his face for fome time, after which rai- 
ling it gently, he look'd round for a mo- 
ment over Edward's fhoulder, till he fixt 
on Spenfer, and fmiling at him, buried his 
head again . in his father's bofom. My 
brother was much pleas'd with this token 
of diftinftion, which was owing I believe 
to his refemblance to me. He puird out 
the rings of his hair, whilft the fancy rogue 
fecpnded him by rubbing them over his 
face, and then laugh 'd, till the polifli'd 
rofy cheek (hone again. I am very vain, 
all the gentlemen are fond of my boy, 
and that we know is no fmall compli- 
ment, 

I had a converfatioh with Lord Mel- 

rofs about you. His heart is deeply in 

tliis affair of Davenport. He afk'd me a 

million of queitions, which I anfwer'd as 

I 
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I pleas'd.— ^— Oh, what might not Janetta 
have made of him ; if his heart 'avows 
another attachment, it is her own fault ; 
for be has ftruggled hard to fubdue it, and 
not without the fame degree of fuccefs 
with yourfelf. That is to fay, a fuccefs 
which it depends on circumftances to fix. 
— Till Wednefday adieu. 

H. Nugent. 



LET- . 
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LETTER ex. 

To Lady Helen Nugent, Winbrook — l^rom Mr. 

Nugent. 

Grofvenor- Square y April. • 

Written in the Envelope.^ 

SHOULD this reach you in the pre- 
fence of Mrs. Obrien, find fome pretence 
for withdrawing, before yoa read the en^ 
clos'd. 



THE lines written in the cover,? will 
but too much prepare you .for eve* 
ry thing that is to follow* Lord.Melrofs 
is no longer a ftranger to that deteftable 
fecret we have endeavor'd to conceal.— 
An accident at once limple, and lingular, 

has 
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has put into his hands the mod indubita* 
ble proofs of her falfehood. He has felt 
every thing fliort of phrenzy, and his in- 
dignation only fufFers a ftiort fuppreflion, 
from his ignorance of the villain vho has 
wrong'd him. — That fecret is ftill ours, 
and I have endeavour'd to make it impe- 
netrable. Co inftantly to Stanton-Aud« 
ley, and enjoin an abfolute filence on the 
Lady Dowager Somerfet ; it is not likely 
Lord Melrofs Ihould apply to the young 
Countefs, and from thofe only have we 
any thing to fear. I am to follow him 
this inftaat to Mount-Herbert, whence I 
will write to you fully. Adieu, be cau« 
tious, for his life is at flake. 

Edward Nugent. 
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LET T E. R CXI. 



To Edward 'NugcTxt, Efq,^ — From J/tdy- Helen. 

Nug^nL . 



Stanton- Audkp 

I Am half dead with terror and doubt. 
After efcaping from Mrs. Obrien, 
without exciting even a fufpicion, I un-. 
fortunately arriv'd hiere two hour^ after 
my mother was gone to town. I dif- 
patch'd Peter with a note inftantly, but. 
in vain ; (he was not to be founds and I r 
fear, is by this time with you.^ 

By what ft-^ange means can this have 
been difcover'd ! or > how is it poflible O- 
brien's name fhould be long concealed ! 
Will not Lord Melrofs extort it from her 
at leaft, fhould we filence every other in- 
former ! perhaps even at this moment — • 

Good 
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Good Heavens! I am all anguifh and 
dread. Write inftantly, and tell me whe- 
ther I ought to come to you or remain 
here. 

Youn ever, 

Helen Nuci^nt. 



LET. 
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LETTER CXII. 

To Lady Helen Nugent — From Mr. Nugent. 

m 

Mount' Herbert, April. 

THE few hafty lines I difpatch'd to 
you from Grpfvenor- Square, have, 
I hope, reach'd you, without alarming 
Mrs. Obrien. I feel for your impatience, 
and tho' I yet tremble for the confequen- 
. ces of this unfortunate fcene of guilt, can 
no longer delay giving you the particulars 
of the difcovery. 

On the morning of the day I wrote to 
you. Lord Melrofs and I, had been rid-* 
ing, till the weather fuddenly becoming 
ftormy, we return'd a full hour fooner 
than ufual. The carriage flood at the 
door with Lady Melrofs, with whom we had 
a moment's convcrfation at the window, 
' -—He aflc'd her in the courfe of it, where 

flie 
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(he was going. To this, fihe return'd, 
fome evafive anfwer, which with the per* 
turbation of her whole air, gave me 
the ftrongeft fuipicion of an alfignati* 
on. Without noticing it, he requefted 
his pocket-book, having given it her be« 
fbre he went out, on account of its con^^ 
taining fome notes and papers of value* 
The involuntary fteadinefs of my eye, fuf- 
fus'd her cheek with a glow that con* 
firmed all my fears; and delaying to 
follow him in, I drew nearer the carriage, 
and repeated in a low, but diftinfcl voice, 
the word ** remember," Ihe look'd at me 
without anfwering, but turn'd pale, and, 
with a guilty hefitation, faid, ** Ihe would 
not go out to-day/' The fervant inftant- 
ly open'd the door, and I led her into the 
great parlor ; ' but for the remainder of 
the fcene, all defcription muft fail. — The 
chance examination of a moment, had dif- 
cover'd to Lord Melrofs fce had given 

him 
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bim a wrong pocket-book, and the fitft 
papers that ftruck him were thofe I en- 
clofe. The hand fortunately was difguis'd. 
— Obrien writes a fine one, and thefe are 
fcrawls, he muft have defign'd fhould ne** 
ver rife up in judgment againft him. — But 
the art, the guilt, the infamy, were all in- 
dubitable. The florid complexion of Lord 
Melrofs, was chang'd to fo deadly a pale- 
nefs, as render'd me fpeechlefs ; but the 
inarticulate fentence utter'd by his Lady, 
brought back his whole foul in one glow to 
his cheek, and gave words to that powerful 
emotion, which has made him another 
being from the preceding hour. He had 
yet command enough of himfelf, to bid 
her leave the room ; but ftarting up a 
moment after, exclaim'd, ** fhe would ef- 
cape," and' rufli'd into the hall. — He 
was right ; for (he was already in the 
carriage. — And the footmen, with faces 
of bufy curiofity, all in waiting.^ — '•' Drive 
to Mount-Herbert," (aid he, cafting his 

eyes 
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eyes round, and endeavouring to collcft 
himfelf ; but with ft tone and air that pe- 
trified his hearers. — '' Nugent, you will 
follow me!" the coachman inftantly obey'd 
orders fo unufually authoritative, and, 
without waiting for his own horfes, Lord 
Melrofs gallop'd after, on one of the fer- 
vants. I ftay'd but to colle£l the papers 
his emotion had made him forget, and 
fcribbling a few lines to you, purfued, and 
overtook him, as he voluntarily kept the 
carriage in fight. My fociety was a wel- 
come relief; for his foul was oppreft with 
its own tumults. 

** The name ! the name," of her feduc- 
cr, was the grand objeft to which every 
paffion turn'd. tie regretted the leaving 
the letters, of which he had read but one, 
and confefs'd he did not know the hand ; 
but was fomewhat furpris'd on my pre- 
tending, that in my eagernefs to follow 
him, I had left them lock'd up in Grof- 

venor- Square. 
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venor-Square. The idea of obliging her 
to avow the fecret, however, confoled him 
fgr the overfight; nor did I attempt then to 
argue againft that vindictive fpirit, which 
I faw defied all controul. 

** For her," faid he, as we drew near 
Mount- Herbert, I have form'd my deter- 
mination; '* to fee her, in the prefent 
fituation bf my mind, would be but too 
dangerous an experiment. A circum- 
ftance on which refleflion is little lefe 
than madnefs, efFeftually forbids it. And 
what is a divorce ? — A reward for licenti* 
oufnefs, sthat only confirms ^infamy, 
and leaves her free to encreafe her own. 
—Of that, however, we will talk further. 
For the prefent, a bitterer mortification 
attends her. Let the vanity and folly that 
have undone her, become her curfe ! — » 
From this moment, ftie bids adieu to every^ 
indulgence of either No jewels, no fat- 
tins ! no gaudy ornaments^ under which 

the. 
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the deformity of vice is conceard ! I will 
make her a Magdalen in form, if not in 
heart ; fince I will withdraw nothing ne- 
ceflary to virtue, and leave nothing de- 
firable to vice/' 

1 now, by his defire, rode on, and faw 
her alight. She look'd pale. I afk'd her 
how flie did— flie faid *' dying;" and 
defir'd fhe might inftantly be carried to 
her apartment. Of death, however, I faw 
no figns, tho' I did not contradift the ac- 
counts fhe fent Lord Melrofs, and, as 
her fiituatji^ gave colour to the illnefs, 
I readily lufFer'd them to deceive him. 
His agitation, by degrees fubfided, into a 
calm determination of revenging himfelf 
the moment it was poffible to bring her 
to a confeflion. He wrote her a fhort 
note to urge it, which fhe thought pro- 
per fo: anfwer by another affurance fhe was 
dying, and every thing now remains fuf- 

pended till Ihe chufes to retrafl; from that 

affertion. 
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affertion. To-morrow muft be produc* 
tive of fome event; but as every hour 
will contribute towards rendering him 
more cool, the favourable chances are at 
leaft ftronger from the delay. He fpoke 
once of Obrien, but fhe mov'd in too ex- 
tended a fphere, to enable even a huf- 
band (efpecially after fo long an abfence) 
to guefs at her connexions. 



Yours is this moment brought me.— - 
What can have engaged Lady Somerfet ? 
Do not, however, come. Stanton-Audley. 
is, I think, yoiir only proper retreat. — 
For fhould Lord Melrofs once difcover 
the villain, a duel will be the inevitable 
confequence, and that inftantly. Your 
relationfliip to one, and your refidence 
under the roof of the other, would be 
incongruities, the world would juftly cen- 
fure, both in you jind Mrs* Obrien. Do 

not 
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not think of Mount- Herbert. Scenes of 
this nature, are ill-calculated for you ; be 
careful of the letters enclosed. — I fend them 
by a faithful hand. Lord Melrofs has yet 
feen only the fecond. 

Your ofeBionaUy 
Edward Nugent* 

Letters enclos'd in the above. 



LETTER I, 

To Mifs Sutherland. 

NEVER was the Hefperian tree half fo 
valuable, or fo faithfully guarded, as the 
mod adorable of her fex, by that old hag, 
X^dy S ■ I have fought in vain, 

Vol. ly. D for 
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for an opportunity to repeat my alTuran- 
ces of tendernefs and gratitude. Let her 
Ladyfhip, however, beware ! Watchfulnefs 
itfelf was there an infufficient proteQion 
againft art, and Ihall love be lefs ingenious ? 
How I pity a world yet ignorant of its 
misfortune ! — That precious fruit was ca- 
pable of fowing difcord even amongft im- 
mortals, what then ought not to be the 
fears of an earthly generation from this. 
• 
Think how I languifh under fo tedi- 
ous a conftraint ; it is now near a fort- 
night fince you went to Spenfer-Houfe, and 
I have haunted it in vain. Surrounded by 
a troublefome world, thofe charms which 
would make a Paradife of the meaneft re- 
treat, were love prefided, are become my 
misfortune. Be lefs lovely, if you 
would have me live ! 1 cannot bear to 
have a univerfe of rivals ! — Grant me 
one line^ to tell me when 1 may have a 

chan c e 
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chance of pouring out at your feet, that 
inexhauftible adoration, which no time can 
leflen, and nothing but death extinguifh. 

LETTER II. 

To the Right Hon, Lady Melrofs. 

THOU dear capricious trifler, how oft- 
en am I to complain of my difappoint- 
ments ! twice witliin a month, and no 
hufband within three hundred miles to 
intervene ! — You are an abfolute heretic 
in love, and I could almoft find in my 
heart to condemn you to perilh in its 
flames, but that your pile would be more 
famous than thofe of the Indians, by the 
felf-devoted viftims who would attend it. 
•—I allow you to be offended by the re- 
ports that have circulated ; it is an indif- 
putable grant in all ages, that our fex is to 
be inconflant, and yours to complain.-— 
The* if 1 did not fear your refentment, 

D 2 I 
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I fhould add, that the latter privilege i^ 
often the only real diftin£lion between us. 

It is true, I was confoundedly in the 
difmals the other night. I muft have been 
fo, when you could not revive me. How- 
ever, thanks be to matrimony, Lady S — 
no longer is the fame fpy to Lady M — , 
jhe was to Mifs Sutherland. — And your^ 
afliftance has once more fettled my de- 
rangements. Think that I wait with im- 
patience for a meeting, and am in the in* 
terim 

Ever yours 

LETTER III. 

To Lady Melrofs. 

HOW often am I to tell you, that your 
doubts are abfurd. and your fcruples wea- 
rifome ! — Can I pay my caids alone, 
think you, Madam ? or flruggle to prc«^ 

ferve 
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• 

fcrve your reputation, whilft yoii do not 
referve a fhilling from your own extrava- 
gancies to indulge mine ? — '* After tho 
difcovery of the morning/' you fay, *' you 
have nothing Ief(.to hope, but an elope^ 
ment or a divorce " — thefe you call hopes 
—I think, I could have found a jufter 
ternBT for them.-^ — But art thou really fo 
pretty an idiot in the ways of this wicked 
world, as to fuppofe Lady Somerfet, inex- 
orable ! — What, rouge, wear brown pow- 
der, and lylac ribbons at fifty, yet want a 
fellow feeling for the little errors infpir'd 
by la be'le pajfion. — Who are to be its 
dupes, buttheweak, the vain and the diffi- 
pated : and what fo juftly marks the frivo- 
lous infide, as- the frivolous out. We may 
be deceiv'd in our judgment on thefe 
fymbols, but the chances are ten to one in 
our favour, as I proved, when I this morn- 
ing made the hall of Spenfer-Houfe', re- 
Ibund with my formidable rap. — The ob- 
fequious door turn'd on its hinges, the 
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more obfequious footman oh his heel, and 
difplay'd inftantaneoufly, the auguft per- 
fonage of his Lady ! her portly figure, 
more portly than before, every frill ereft, 
and the very fack, as copfcious of its dig- 
nity, ftifFening as fhe fpoke.~Our confer- 
ence was, for feveral moments, not. of the 
moft ceremonious, or gentle nature — well ' 
faid the poet, 

** The honour of a prude, i& rage and florm, 

*' 'Tis ugllnefs, in its moft frightful form : 

•* Fiercely it ftands, defying Gods— but not men,'* 

There, he was a poet indeed ; and 
wander'd into the regions of fiflion.— 
In my fofteft, fweeteft tone, did I reply 
to the rais'd voice, and keen reproaches 
of the angry Dowager; — my eye fedu- 
loufly purfued hers; — my hand fought 
that fair one, which, of the two, feem'd 
more inclined to falute my ear.— In fliort, 
I footh'd, flatter'd, won over her vanity, 

and 
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and wkb that grand ally, found no diffi- 
culty in fubduing her reafon. She loved 
ihe world too well, to difavow its right to 
fanQify the errors it caus'd, and became 
at length a tacit convert, to the opinion, 
that there was no crime, but in being 
difcover'd. Thus then, your fears of her 
. betraying us, for awhile at leaft, are fi- 
*lenc'd. — I will not fwear, that they are fo 
forever. — Chance, is the goddefs that di^ 
refts half the events of this life, and the 
chief advantage attending the fober fools 
of it, is, that they regulate their own def- 
tiny,' whilft we are content to be the flaves 
of the moment. 

As to your fears with regard to his re- 
turn, of what confequence is it 'to me, but 
for your fake? / fear him not: do you 
therefore look to the reft. The letters I 
cannot reftore, unlefs for value receiv- 
ed. That which coft you fo much 
mortification, it is impoflible to obtain; 

D 4 but 
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but for their own fakes, and his- ami^ 
able Lordfhip's they will be as glad to con- 
ceal it, as you can : for they know, I dare 
fight, and a brace of piftols is the worft of 
the bufinefs. 

As to your not being able to raife the 
money, it is a jeft : effe£l that, and the let- 
ters are yours*. I cannot do Without it; 
efpecially after this laft crafti. We read 
of a king, indeed, who had power to turn 
every thing into gold ; but modern cuf- 
toms juft reverfe the matter, and turn 
gold into every thing. Name your time 
for our meeting, I will come if I can, but 
don't care to promife any thing. 

LETTER IV. 

To Lady Melrofs. 

YOU trifle with me in inftances where 
both my honor and my life are concern- 
ed. 
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ed. The jewels you fent me, you knew, 
were not equivalent to half my demand. 
As to my wife, I have told you, fhe has 
noncA left.-^-Yet I muft have money, or 
I am undone ; and you are fenfible, 1 am 
not of a humour to be lo alone. My honor 
was.<eng2^g'd for the fum loft on Sunday.— 
And. 1 know the fellow to be defperatc. 
I can 'do nothing in the way we mention*;- 
ed, unlefs ^ I - intend to fecure myfelf a 
halter. And N— ^ — , (a dirty old codger) 
difappointed in his fchemes upon my over- 
virtuous wife, treats m wUh formal bows 
from a fplendid equipage. 

I 'Will have no more ffiuffles Madam ! 
' — The world is valued by the wife only 
as iu is fubfervient to them. ■• I can me- 
nace when I ceafe to perfuade, but re- 
niernber,. I aft; the moment *I ceaf^ to 
menace. 
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L EIT T E R CXIII. 

To Lady Helen Nugent — From Mrs, 

Obrien. 

Winbrook. 
A LL, I find, is difcover'd at Mount* 
•^-^ Herbert. Haften my dear friend, to 
inform me of the particulars, but do not 
come to me at prefent; as that brute, O- 
brien, may be here, I have been very 
miferable ever fince I receiv'd the intel- 
ligence, and beg you will inform me mi- 
nutely of all that paffes. How does my 
fweet little Herbert ? Pray remember me 
to him. Excufe this hafty fcrawl, as I 
have been very ill with this difcovery, 

/ ^7W, my dear Lady Helen, 
Your ever AffcBionate, 

S. OfiRI£N» 
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LETTER CXIV. 

To Lady Helen : Nugent — From Mr, 

Nugent. . 

» 

Mount' Herbert, 'April. , 
npO-DAY has been, as I prognofticat- 
•*^' ed,; a fcene of tumult,- anxiety, and 
doubt; ^ The : phyficiant declared Lady 
Melrofs in no danger 5 and it was fignified 
to her,- that ih'e muft either fee me, or 
her Lord, i She defir'd Lady. Somerfet 
might be fent for: fhe would admit, flie 
faid,^ nobody elfe.. This produc'd fo de- 
termin'd Ja note from Lord Melrofs, that 
fbe con fen ted to rife, andcall'd for her 
deaths j. but her aftohifliment. on feeing 
thofe. allotted her, was only to be equalled 
by her refentment: Ihe gaye way to the 
moft extravagant fits of it. ' Threaten'd 
the women who » attended her, with the 
titterelt puniihments, and vow'd fhe would 

D 6 expire 
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expire with weaknefs in bed, rather than 
wear fuch a hideous difguife. This wife 
refolution flie held for fome hours, till her 
fears overcoming her pride, fhe affum'd^ a 
different charafter. — Grew quite diverted 
at the jeft ; and arraying herfelf, with 
much mock humility, call'd for a looking- 
glafs. Here, however, all her effrontery 
faird ; the fight was not to be endur'd ; 
the mirror dropt, the lady fainted, and 
the comedy W2LS at an end. 

My introduction, however, was not fb 
immediate as the impatience of Lord Mel- 
rofs induc'd him to wifh. — For before it 
could take place, a carriage drove up to 
\ht door ; 

** It is Lady Somerfet," faid his Lord- 
fliip, looking thro' the fafli, ** let me 
requeft you will meet her; fhe comes 
to hiisfy herffelf, on a fubjeft which has, 
no doubt, circulated half over London.— 
My foul is yet too indignant to fpeak up- 

oa 
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on it, ^ith one, who, if (he is not an ac- 
complice, can be but little better, fince 
fhe was Janetta's only guard, and conftant 
companion. If you can draw from her 
any infight as to the name of the villain 
who has wrong'd me, I depend upon your 
friendfliip ; if not, Ihe cannot be gone 
too foon. — For a weak head, and a haugh- 
ty heart, are what I can rarely contend 
with, in my calmeft moments." He had 
fcarce retir'd thro' one door, when her 
Ladyfhip caught a glance of him, as fhe 
fwept in at the other. 

** Your fervant, Mr. Nugent," with a 

moft confequential courtefy. '' Wherfe 

i« Lord Melrofs gone, pray ?•' 

*' At prefent. Madam, he is engaged." 

** And what engagements fhould pre- 
vent his feeing me, Sir ?" 

** That muft be explain'd to your La- 
dyfhip hereafter! — Aiiow me the honour 
of leading you into the drawing- room/' 

''I 
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** I (hall take a difh of chocolate with: 
my niece, Sir, till your confequential 
friend chufes to fee me." 
. '* Your, LadyOiip will command what 
refrefliments you think proper, but the 
fompany of Lady Melrofs, you muft, fgr. 
the prefent, I fear, difpenfe with/' 

'* And why fo, Sir?" 

** Have no reports reach'd you, Madaip^i. 
that may fp^re me the explanation? ' 

" As to reports, Sir^ I know -nothing - 
that ftiould prevent Lady -Melrofs fronvat-i- 
tending me/' 

"Then, Madam,, I muft; unwillingly, 
tell you, that his Lprdlhip; thinks one . 
apartment, at prefent, a. fufficient, Jndul-i- 
gence for her." 

'' Why furely . fhe is not xonfined ?" I i 
aflented. " A fine thing indeed]. : a;wo'- 
man of rank, and fortune, confined in her 
own houfe! what vill this world come 
to !" and fhe paus'd at this wife ejacula- 
lion, y On fuppofitions too ! i *^ n.Lre 
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doubts f' (and are you then fo well in- 
form'd, Lady Somerfet? thought I!)— 
" However, I am gone, Sir ! fa tell your 
friend, I am not come, to be his prifon- 
cr alfo. You may add, however, that 
his next vifitor," and fhe rais'd her voice 
malicioufly, ** will be feen as well as 
heard ;" and off fhe floated, with all the 
dignity of Scotland in her features. I 
went to Lord Melrofs, and requefted he 
would permit her to be prefent at the 
converfation with his Lady, to which he 
aflented. 

I found the Dowager in the parlour, 
fanning herfelf moft outrageoufly, tho' 
there was a ftorm both of hail and fnow, 
to which laft, her complexion bore no 
refemblance. 

** Well Sir ! quite the maggioriomo, t 
fee ! a fine houfe ! noble gardens ! — Pray 
Jiow long have you come into pofTeffi- 
on?" 

♦« Your ^ 
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. *' Your Ladyfhip is pleafant i (and faith 
I never wrong'd my confcience more) "I* 
have once more' intruded upon you, in" 
order to clear up an error, which may 
materially afFeft • your opinion of Lady 
Melrofs. The behaviour of his Lordlhip,. 
is not built upon fuppofitions, he has 
proofs '» 

'' What are the proofs, Sir? Mr. Obri-^ 
en"— ——{he ftopt with confcious guilt. 

'* If you wifh to prevent the moft fatal 
extremities. Madam, fufFer not that namo 
to pafs your lips." 

*' What are his proofs, Sir ?" 

*' They are letters." 

*' Am I mention'd in them, Mt.: Nut 
gent?" 1 affented ; fhe was vifibly fluti. 
ter'd, 

''Imprudent fool ifh fellow 1 to dare 
to expofe my name J" 

" Give mc leave to obferve, Madanr, 
that the imprudence was not all on . liis 

*'It's 
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** It's very true," replied fhe, biting 
the top of her fan. But not in the lead 
applying my reflexions to herfelf, but 
folely to hci^ niece. ** If his Lordfhip 
has proofs*— that is— proofs— proofs, that 
will prove, I cannot but own he has fome 
caufe of complaint." 

*' Some caufe/' replied I, warmly.-— 
•* Great caufe, Madam. Unfortunately, 
the greateft, man can have, to induce him 
to expofe a woman that has difgrac'd 
him." 

'' Sir! Sir!" and ftie walked about fan- 
ning herfelf, '* (he is my niece !" 

" I am forry for it. Madam !" 

*' And you are my fon-in-law \" I was 
filent. 

'' But cannot I fee either, Sir? This 
is a ftrange mode of behaviour ; 

*' I will deal frankly with you, Madam* 
— You may fee both, if on further reflexi- 
on, you continue to wifli it. Lord Mel- 
rofs does not yet know - the name of the 

villain 
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villain who has wrong'd him. Whether, 
when interrogated, your Ladylhip can 
plead equal ignorance, I leave to your 
own bofom to determine." She was dumb. 
— •** From Lady Melrofs, he has enjoin'd 
me to extort the fecret, which I already 
know but too well. In half an hour I am 
to fee her, and you have only to defire 
to accompany me, to affure yourfelf of my 
obedience." 

*' Well, Mr. Nugent, fince it is fo-^ 
why I think, we muft compound matters 
as well as we can. 1 was guilty of a 
blunder, to be fure, in entering into this 
filly biifinefs ; but where the honor of a 
family is concern'd, one is tempted to go 
further to fave it, than is flriflly right." 
This is her Ladyftiip's way of faving ho- 
nor, my dear. ** But tell me, candidly, 
whether you think Lord Melrofs, might 
not be prevailed upon to overlook " 

<< Never, Madam;" returned I more 
warmly ftill. *' He is ignorant of thofe 

contemptible 
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contemptible weakneffes, inftitutcd by de- 
pravity, and authorized by cuflom, which 
convert aduhery into gallantry, and de- 
grade our fpecies, by confounding all dif- 
tinfiions of virtue, and vice ; and leaves 
it to thofe frivolous beings, who have no 
other means of attaching^ to borrow the 
fiiameful one of convenience." I then 
laid before her, his determinations with 
regard to Janetta, and the immediate 
danger that would attend his diicovering 
Obrien. 

She was alarm'd at the idea of be-* 
ing expos'd as a party in the affair, and 
repeatedly requefted to know, if I thought 
his Lordfhip *' really in earneft." To this 
I anfwer'd in the affirmative, and gave 
her an account of thai violence of temper, 
and indifpofition, which whether feign'd, 
or otherwife, on the part of Lady Mel- 
rofs, had induc'd him to defer the meet- 
ing. Like moil angry people, fhe grew 

cowardly, 
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cowardly, in proportion as {he cooFd; 
and defired I would fee her niece firft^ 
I comply'd, and fent up my compliments ; 
but this produc'd a curious debate. Can 
you believe, that the weak woman, in the 
inidft of guilt and fhame, was chiefly 
fliock'd on account of her drefs. At firft 
Ihe abfolutely protefted, fhe would not fee 
me at alK Then it muft be in the dark ; 
then in bed — then, in ftiort, the ftrangeft 
vagaries in the -world, pofTeft her ; and 
nothing but the certainty of my being ad* 
mitted by furprife, in cafe of a refufal, 
CQuld have extorted her confent. At length, 
I was allow'd to enter. The window- 
fliutters were half closi^'d, and the curtains 
fo low, that it was a mere twiHght, She 
fat by the fire, leaning on her hand. I 
bow'd on my entrance, but the lady kept 
her feat, with the dignity o heroine of 
romance. 

** Good day, Mr. Nugent l" with a 
flight inclination of the head. ** This vi- 

* fit 
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fit is quite ill-tim'd, and perhaps not alto- 
gether defirable ; but I fhall be glad to un- 
derftand, whether you come as a friend 
or an enemy." 

*' Lord Melrofs, Madam, has requefted 
me " 

" I won't have him nam'd to me, Sir," 
interrupted fhe, paffionately ftarting up, 
but cafting her eyes on her drefs, fhe 
inftantly fat down again. ** I abhor his 
very idea ! — Was ever woman us'd as I 
have been ! to confine me ! to take away 
my cloaths ! and not content, even with 
that, oblige me to wear thefe defpicable 
enfigns of indigence, and difgrace ! — You, 
Sir, I fuppofe, are obfequioufly come to 
letiure his viftim, but 1 will rather die, 
than be thus expos'd." 

" Die! Madam!" repeatedl, flxuckwith 
iiiexpreflibledifguft. ** What, becaufeyou 
wear a commoner gown, or a coarfer 
cap! I am forry for you, indeed, fince 

perverted 
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perverted fhame, is the moft dangerous of 
all errors. When I entered, it was with 
an idea of delicacy, and refpeft, your re- 
ception, give me leave to add, has but ill 
juftified. If you think you can colleft 
yourfelf, I have fomewhat to offer on 
the part of Lord Melrofs, which may de» 
ferve your attention ; if otherwife, our 
converfation may as well end here, for I 
have not authority to anfwer thefe phren*- 
zical ftarts of paffion." 

** And who, Sir, fituated as I am, can 
avoid being frantic ?" 

*' Do not confound the effeft with the 
caufe, Madam. Had you earlier curb'd 
this unfortunate impetuofity, you had ne- 
ver iexperienc'd a trial, fo fevere as the 
prefent. And, (tho' the obfervation, will 
probably incur your refentment) I cannot 
avoid adding, that flie who really ftrug- 
gles to govern her heart, rarely per- 
mits fo unbounded an indulgence to her 
temper.'* 

1' And 
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•' And how dare Lord Melrofs ufe me 
thus. Sir ? Am I not his equal ?" 

'* Compel me not, Madam, to anfwers, 
that would fliock and offend you." 

** Oh, Sir, not to do that, would be 
to defeat the chief purport of your com- 
miflion. — To be made a Have, where I 
have a right to command." 

" And from whom, Madam, was that 
right derived ?" 

** I care not, Sir! it 15 enough that I 
poffefs it ; if from Lord Melrofs, is this 
an apartment for his wife ? Are thefe 
wretched garments, fuited to his rank, or 
mme ? 

** No, Madam ! but however harfh the 
truth, they are certainly fuited to her who 
has betray 'd both. The wildnefs of your 
accufations, has extorted from the fince- 
rity of mv nature, fuch returns, as polite- 
hefe will but ill excufe. But why this ab- 
furd grief, on an article fo unimportant ? 
b it not the mind that dignifies the gar- 
ment? 
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ment ? And will you not be one day to© 
happy, if, in return for thefe ornaments 
now. withdrawn, you regain that peace, 
and purity, which alone can give them 
luftre. Each rank of life has its feparate 
duties ; and when you recolle£l, that yours 
have been negleQed, you muft furely 
hold yourfelf a debtor to Providence, in 
allowing you ftill to enjoy a thoufand, ad- 
vantages refulting from the fulfilling thofe 
duties in others. The laborious hand. 
Madam, that rais'd an apartment fo 
defpicable in your eyes, fought perhaps, 
a fufpenfion from its labors upon draw ; 
and thofe ^ labours were fufpended, 
becaufe the confcioufnefs of having dif- 
(charg'd the humble duties of penury, left ' 
no void, or regret upon the foul. Yet 
"tho' ftill fhelterd, and cloath'd, by the 
efforts of thofe incidental virtues, you ab-* 
jur'd, you dare to murmur! — Let the humi* 
liating parallel, render yqu more grate** 

fulj 
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ful ; it will be the firft ftep towards rend* 
ering you more happy." 

" Your notions of happinefs, Sir," re- 
turned Ihe, " feem at kaft conformable to 
your rank. You muft not therefore be 
feirpris'd, if mine have not the honer to re- 
femble them; fince perhaps the menial 
habits of fervitude, are no longer painful, 
where they are familiar," 

*^ Indeed, Madam!" I replied coldly, 
** I wifli it may prove fo ! — Sinc€, how- 
ever, you feem fo perfeQly fatisfied as to 
the juftice of your own opinions^ will you 
give me leave to try, which of us can 
convert the other. Nor need I fear, any 
one will accufe me of having allotted my* 
felf the eafieft taCL" 

** I am no difputant, Sir ! nor fhall I 
enter the lifts, with fo learned a gentle- 
man as Mr. Nugent !" 

** The learning necefTary for fuch an 
enquiry, Madam, as it is deriv'd from the 
heart, you will probably have the advant- 

Vol. IV. E age 
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^ '." Her features fweird 

at denied her the power 

le fat down, and rofe re- 

les in a minute, glancing 

y thing round the room, 

jpend in looks, that rage 

erwife how to exprefs. 

J jj. ~^ . your emotion, Madam, 

^. ^^ fcgative ;" added I. «' If 

.1 t ^^ pound happinefs in drefs, 

j^r^jp ■ lion,— if thofe erroneous 

Kkiaj^ I firft feduc'd your duty 

*• ^our hufhand, hacve pro- 

. !• difguft, and prefent re- 

C ..*^ e vainly fought for hap- 

,. ;^* hing but yourfelf, why 

1.^*** to that laft trial ? Why 

the privation of enjoy-* 

**•*! r condituted your felici- 

y from remorfe, and yet 

bjure the fweets that 
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age in. Happinefs has been the grand 
objeQ: of your purfuit thro' life. Will 
your Ladyfhip condefcend to inform me, 
in what circle of pleafure you difcovered 

kr 

*' You know I cannot, Sir," faid lhe> 
fullenly. 

'^ I will affift your memory, Madam.— 
Perhaps it was in drefs." I paus'd. She 
fhook her head with difdain: " perhaps 
in flattery." Again I paus'd and received 
the fame filent anfwer. *' Perhaps in dif* 
fipation." She figh'd a heart-drawn nega- 
tive. ** Perhaps, Madam, in lefs juftifi^ 
able purfuits." 

" Sir!" faid flie, dropping her hand, 
and looking towards me with an angry 
contempt. 

" The -exquifite delicacy, which ftartles 
at the name of vice. Lady Melrofs, can- 
not, with juftice, be allow'd to any, but 
ah unfullied mind ; and to fuch, our fex 
pay the noblcft deference, that of imbib- 
ing 
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ing their purity/' Her features fweU'd 
with a paffion that denied her the power 
of utterance ; Ihe fat down, and rofe re- 
peatedly teji times in a minute, glancing 
her eye on every thing round the room, 
but me, as if to fpend in looks, that rage 
flie knew not otherwife how to exprefs. 

** Your filence, your emotion, Madam, 
are a fuflficient negative;" added !• *' If 
then you neither found happinefs in drefs, 
flattery,' or diffipation, — if thofe erroneous 
attachments which firft feduc'd your duty 
from God, and your hufband, have pro- 
duced only paft difguft, and prefent re- 
gret, — if you have vainly fought for hap- 
pinefs in every thing but yourfelf, why 
not have recourfe to that laft trial ? Why 
fo bitterly regret the privation of enjoy** 
ments, which never conftituted your felici- 
ty ? You cannot fly from remorfe, and yet 
you voluntarily abjure the fweets that 
crown repentance/ ' 
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'' Give me air ! give me words/' cried 
flie, eagerly ftarting up. *' I perceive, 
I am to be deftroy'd by your infults, and 
it is no matter how foon. I am already 
loft to, abandon'd by, annihilated to the 
world ; Oh God, that I were fo indeed ! 
nor (hall it be long, before I am. Go, 
Sir, and tell my Lord, he has nothing 
to fear, either iFrom my crimes, or my re- 
proaches. My fate isdetermin'd. There 
was a time, (and fhort are the years that 
have elaps'd fince,) when fate itfelf, could 
hardly controul my defires; but it has 
done, more ; it has fhewn me their impo- 
tence, in their gratification ; and left me 
nothing to defire." The deep and bro- 
ken tone, in which this was pronounc'd, 
the frantic energy of her countenance, 
with the fettled defpair that feem'd col- 
lected in her eyes, lately burning with fu- 
ry, and, above all, the dreadful portrait 
flie had drawn of her own mind, now re- 
ally touch'd me, 

'' And 
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*' And thus, Madam/* continued I, with 
a fone of tendernefi, *' by a feries of fol- 
lies, and crimes, has a young and beauti- 
ful woman, been induc'd to think even of 
fuicide. And that, to avoid no punifli- 
ment but confcience ; fince ftill in a fitu- 
ation, to which virtue might have given 
happmefs, and refignation, dignity. Do 
not, however, give way to defpair. Life, 
Madam, like gold, is only valuable as it 
is ufed; when laviflily fquander'd, it is 
apt to purchafe only cares to the poffef. 
for; but when nobly fpent, the means 
of happinefs, both to ourfelves, and o- , 
thers." 

*' Would I covld think like you," faid 
fee, fighing ; ** but I have not feelings, I 
have not reflection ; I am a different be- 
ing. I have none of thefe refin'd, men- 
tal purfuits." 

** Beware, Madam,'* faid I, " of the 
worft of all errors; a falfe humility, is 
too often fatal ; fince it is putting the 

E 3 garb 
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garb of virtue, on a dangerous laffitude 
of foul ; fome author fays, 

<< llii nature, no man can oVfrate, and nonei 
^ Caa undif^nu^ hit mmu**mmmm 

The bounds ofpoffibiHfy, iho'the en* 
qniry of all ages, have never yet been de* 
lermin'd by any. And were we allow'd to 
defpair, man might with equal propriety, 
mingle with quadrupeds, thro' the fear of 
not being able to poife himfelf upright.-— 
Hope, is the blefling leaft circumfcrib'd 
to the human mind, becaufe it is that 
which gives birth to every other;" — 

'* Do you then really think, I have any 
thing to hope ?" interrupted (he, eagerly. 

*' Every thing, Madam !" return'd I, 
not imagining fhe had in view, any par- 
don, but from Heaven ; '* a fincere peni- 
tence, can never be rejeSed. Submit with 
refignation, reflcft ferioufly upon the>paft, 

guard 
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guard againft the future, and lock for* 
ward to many happy days of innocence." 

*' You reftore me to new life," cried 
Che, with eyes fparkling thro' the beamy 
moifture. ** Now you are indeed my 
friend, Mr. Nugent!" She paufed; but 
exultation, and vanity, mounted in crim- 
fon floods to her cheek ; and I faw the 
gay, and imperious Lady Melrofs burft 
thro' the degradations, which for awhile 
had obfcur'dher. *' If my Lord," conti- 
nued (he, " fhould one day generoufly 
condefcend to pardon and forget my er- 
rors, he fhould find my gratitude propor- 
tioned to his_ kindnefs, and that my heart 
has never been another's." 

Before I could utter a reply, my looks 
had anticipated. Lady Somcrfet fwept in, 
with an air at once angry and confus'd ; 
the fcene that followed, was too abfurd, 
too ridiculous, to be defcrib'd ; unwilling 
to <fide openly with her niece, (thro* the 
fear of being involved with her,) and not 

E 4 able 
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able to make her tmderftand, that flie dif- 
fembled, but to ferve her, Lady So- 
merfet's perplexity rofe to its higheft pitch ; 
and Lady Melrofs, eager to gratify the 
fpleen flie had fo long fuppreft, on the 
only objeft in her power, obftinately fhut 
her eyes to every motive of prudence. — » 
A grand quarrel foon enfued ; and fuch a 
quarrel, as defies defcription. It was a 
female one indeed. Their age, their per- 
fons, their follies, nay, their very vices, 
were alternately ridiculed, and expofed, 
with the bittereft malevolence. A thou- 
fand little mean arts, a thoufand meaner 
wifhes unknown to the world, were be- 
tray 'd by the keennefs of reproach, and 
the grey hairs of Lady Somerfet were de- 
rided, as the coverings of a depravity, which 
excited at once, my aftonifhment, and pi- 
ty. A momentary paufe (during which, 
their rage feem'd fufpended) firfl remind- 
ed them it had a witnefs. A dreary fi« 

lence 
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fence fucceeded ; whilft -the eyes of each,* 
alternately wander'd from the other, tome, 
as if unwilling to appropriate the reproach- 
of having betray 'd herfelK Floods of 
tears were the ccnfequence^ and they part- 
ed with mutual indignation. Lady Som- 
erfet did meuhe honor of accepting my 
hand to her carriage, which ftill waited, 
and inftantly ftept into it.' It had hard- 
ly drove fiom the door, when LordMel- 
rofs met me in the hall ; his air, was fiery, 
and impatient; in fhort) I perceiv'd there 
was no option^ but. to give up the name 
or Obrien, when Sir George Irwin, by 
galloping up, for a moment fufpended the 
explanation. ^ . 

Peter has brought me yours;* and as 
the length of this has already exceeded 
the bounds^ of moderation^ I fend it off 

E 5 . and 
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and defer the remainder till my next,— * 
Take no fide in the affair, with your mou- 
ther, who is, perhaps, by this time with 
you; and affure yourfelf, of having alt 
further particulars, very fihortly, from. 

Your CD tr faithful y and affeBionate^ 

m 

Edward Nugent. 
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LETTER CXV. 

t 

Tq Mrs. Obmn.^^From Lady Helen 

Nv!genU -. 

Stdnton-Audley^ April. 

YOUR iiote, my dear friend, I receiv* 
ed with an aftonifhment, ^and terror, 
on* finding you apprix'd of the difcovery 
at MoiintrHerbert, « that v/ere only abated 
by* the calmmanner which you have en- 
deavour d to alTume ; tho' much, I fear, 
from the ftrength, of your expreffion with 
regard to Obrieny' that he has given you 
additionaL.caufe of vexation. ■» I wrote 
inftantly to Edward^ for the particulars of 
all* that ^was. palfmg at Mount- Herbert, 
and fend you his. anfwer, as I receiv'd it ; 
having indeed, hardly had time for the 
perufal. How will your heart be wrung, 
by the dread of that cruel event, it feems 
to prepare us for ? — Yet if reafon or per- 

E 6 fuafxon. 
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fuafion, can engage Lord Melrofs to be 
calm, we may depend on Mr. Nugent.-— 
Prepare yourfelf, however, for the worft ; 
that worft, to which the eonftkutiotial 
horrors of our fex, add pangs, perhaps, 
almoft as exquiiite, as can arife from its 
fenfibilities.— Let me hear from you ; and 
call up, I intreal, thofe principJes which 
have hitherto been your ornament, and 
fupport.— Adieu, my beloved friend. 

H. NuGENt, - 
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LETTER CXVL 

To Lady. Helen Nugent — From Mrs. 

Oirien. 

Winbrook, April. 
nnHO* much furpris'd at not receiving 
-*• aline from you, after your abrupt 
departure, I cannot, my deareft friend, 
defer, the account of an adventure, more 
fingular, and ridiculous, than ever before 
fell within my knowl^ge; and I could 
almoft perfuade niyfelf, that fylphs, fairies, 
or fome aerial beings, muft have aflidedy 
in a transformation fo ludicrous. Laugh 
no longer at the fcenes of romance ! I 
defy it to match reality ; nor did I ever 
read an adventure, avowedly fahulouJ, 
that could not be countenanced, by a fur- 
vey of that^more wonderful volume, hu- 
man life. Could you but have one fingle 
glance at my little coif;^ ruflet gown, and 

unadorn'd 
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unadbrn'd apartment, you would be tempt- 
ed, like me, to diftruft the evidence of 
your fenfes. Let, me (for the twentieth 
time) convince myfelf, I do not dream. 
No! it is certainly: fo J the thick lawn , 
does not fade imperceptibly irxto tranfpa- 
4-ent gauze ; nor can all my felf-perfuafion, 
convert the honeft labours of feme induf-*- 
trious houfe-wife, into the more: fplendid 1 
produflions of.thc loom.. And now^ fince 
(^vice verfa to the common mode^) the, but- 
terfly has commenced/grub,. I will pro-., 
ceed to the mannei' of the inctamorp^ofijs,.^. 

My ufual folitary fupper, (that w, my- ^ 
tea,) being over very late yefterday even- 
ing, 1 fat down to read Blair. — I name 
my author, left you (hould fufpeft him 
(like that prefcrib'd in the Diable boiixux) 
tp be the foporific, that took fo powerful 
an efFeft upon my fenfes. I never to my 
knowledge, Ihut my eyes over a book in 
my life ; now, imagine my furprife, oa 

finding*;.. 
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Ending I could not keep them open. I 
made feveral ineffeEtual attempts ; walking 
at intervak about tiie room, till the defire 
of fteep got the better even of the abfurdi- 
ty, and affe£ling to be indifpos'd, I went up 
to my apartment. There, the candles ftill 
burning, my hair hanging loofe over my , 
&ouIder5, and in my wrapper, thanks I 
fuppofe to laudanum, I fellafleep. — For not 
cMie fyllable do I remember after, till I was 
waked by a broad glare of funfliine, which 
with the help of my watch, inform'd me, 
it was near eleven in the morning. I o- 
pen'd my eyes on a fcene fo extraordina« 
ry, as quickly roufed every faculty to 
aftonifliment :^ gently rifing on one elbow, 
with as much precaution, as if I thought 
myfclf in the tomb of Roficrufius, where 
a fingle motion might involve me in ut- 
ter darknefs, I was contented for fome 
moments to look round in filence. My 
ufual apartment, elegant, tho' not fplen- 

did, 
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did, was converted into a rambling garret, 
ornamented with a paper which might 
properly have been taken for the firft 
humble daub ever denominated- a. piSure,- 
by^ fome of 'Noah's fons, with a reprefen- 
tation of the birds and beads, creeping 
into the Ark. The furniture confided of 
one chair, one table, a monftrous pier-^ 
glafs, and a rufty grate j which, however,' 
contain'd no fire. My firft emotion at* 
the fight,* was furprife, and the fecond/ 
laughter. I ftarted from the bed, on- 
which I had been laid, and began to con^^ 
template the habiliments- apparendy de-* 
fign'd to- adorn^ my fair perfon* — ^Thefe* 
were, a little round cap,va fttiffgown, • 
and a common muflin handkerchief, withr' 
an apron of the fame* Whilft - turn- 
ing them over, (rubbing my eyey at inter-, 
vals, to convince my felf I was^awake,) I 
heard the door unlock, and in came, (nei- 
ther fylph, or fairy,) but my evil genius 
bimfelf; in the fhape of Mr, Obrien. 

4c Well 
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*• Well my little Pamela !" faid he, ad- 
vancing gayly, ** already rifen ? I hoped 
to pay you a vifit a lafran^oijt, this morn- 
ing! How do you like your new apart- 
ment ?'* 

** So well, Sir!" returned I, colleaing 
my fpirits, *' that, as you have made a 
French entrance, I fliall not be at all forry, 
if you take a French leave." 

** Provoking gipfey," return'dhe, laugh- 
ing, " am I always to be fo unacceptable ! 
always to meet thofe frigid ^y^%, fraught 
with no other language, than, when fhall 
I be rid of yon ?" 

** If my eyes are frigid," I replied, 
** I am glad they do fo much jufticc 
to my feelings ; for really confidering 
we are yet but in April, you are not 
very lavilh in your facrifices to Ignus." 

** The girl fliall make you a fire," faid 
he cafling his eyes on the unwieldy quar- 
ry of fteel (if I may ufe fuch an expref- 

fion) 
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lion,) which had pafs'd fifty years ago, un- 
der the denomination of a grate. 

''The fooner then, the better," added 
J ; *' otherwife, Ihe may chance to find 
an empty chimney ; fince by the fcornful 
attitude in which your grate (lands at pre- 
fent, I fhall not be furpris'd, to fee it ftrut 
off." This filly fj)eech, which, however, 
gives fome idea of the uncouth manner in 
which thispiece of furniture was plac'd, made 
him fmile again; and faying, he would fend 
iht maid, he relieved me by departing. — 
From her I might, juftifiably perhaps, 
have afl^'d fome explanation, of thisfcene; 
from him, I dared not/ fince I know, by 
cruel experience, that to fmile, when he 
fmiles, is abfolutely neceffary, except we 
mean to be torn by the cutting fang Jroii 
he always oppofes to reproach. I con- 
tented myfelf, however, in filence; wil- 
ling to wait the event for a time at leaft, 
and found fome amufement in altering my 
new-fafhion'd robes, fince I faw, I was 

doom'd 



INNOCENCE. 9t 

doom'd to wear them, if I meant to avoid 
farcaftic reflexions, on my fuppos'd mor- 
tification. At dinner time he came in 
from riding. 

••Your fervant, my dear!" faid he, 
throwing his hat negligently on the table, 
and himfelf back in his chair, with an air 
graceful enough, to thofe who did hot 
fee " Othello's vifage, in his mind ;" as 
is, unfortunately, the cafe with your poor 
friend. •* You find I am become quite a 
domeftic man ! remember my promifes, 
mind my wife, keep good hours, egad ! 
who knows but I may be a Sir Charles 
Grandifon at lad ! and that, you know, is 
a demi-god at leaft ! — What have you 
done with yourfelf, fince I left you ?" 

" With myfelf not much," returned I, 
glancing my eye to the door, (which had 
been carefully lock'd) for a pretty obvious 
rcafon. •' As to my employment, I have 
been at work/' 

*• At 



92 ERRORS OF 

** At work ! upon what ?" return'd he, 
angrily looking round, in expectation, I 
fuppofe^ of feeing fome frame. 

** It will not be eafy for you to deter- 
mine," I anfwer'd; " fince I have been 
altering my cloaths/' 

*^Thofe!" . 

•' Thefc/' 

*' And doii't you think you. have thrown 
away your time ?'* 

''By no meam ! abiblute indolence, i» 
of all things my averfion ; and fince I had 
no employment either for my head, or my 
feet, I thought myfelf fortunate in finding 
fome for my finger^/' 

'* By Jove," faid he, " thou wouldft 
make the prettied parifh girl, in England, 
and do more good than half the paribus 
in it." 

** A much lefs difcerning perfon than 
you are pleas'd to fuppofe me, would guefs 
the reafon of your thinking fo/' 

** And 
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'* And what may that be, pray ?" 

** Becaufe you never heard a quarter 

of them." 

*' They are playing the very devil at 

Mount-Herbert/' faid he, with a half 

gape. 

*• At Mount- Herbert !" I repeated in- 
voluntarily; but recollefting myfelf, ad- 
ded, "'I' thought the famiry had been in 
town." 

*' They are juft come down with a par- 
ty. — And, d propos, Lady Helen defir'd 
me to excufe her not writing ; Nugent, 
and Ihe, are both there. I believe, I . 
fhould have ftay'd to walk a dance or 
two to night, if Lord Melrofs had not fe- 
cur'd the only woman worth having." 

** His lady, I fuppofe," faid I, with a 
forced fmile. And, in myconfufion, in- 
fenfible to the abfurdity I was guilty 
of. 

*'Pho! child!" return'd he, ** when 
did you ever hear of a man's dancing with 

hi€ ^ 
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his own wife?" I did not dare to fay 
more ; yet my curiofity was ftrongly ex- 
cited. The account was probable, tbo' 
ftrange ; and your filence had already 
fiird my mind with perplexity. That per* 
plexity, I thought he feem'd to enjoy ; 
for he half clos'd his eyes, as he leant 
back, and fixt them intently on me. 

'* Do you go to town this evening ?" 
faid I, at laft, (only thro' the wifh of fay- 
ing fomething). " But what have we 
here ?" on perceiving the man enter with 
a large parcel tied up in paper. 

Examine, examine, my dear," return- 
ed he, laughing, ** you will be vaftly edi- 
fied with your new library." I obcy'd ; 
and opening the firft book, found it to fee 
a coUeftion of meditations, and penitenti«> 
al prayers. 

*v You fee I am going to make a little 
Magdalen of you/' he added, looking o- 
yer my fhouldcr. 

!1 No/! 
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** No/' retum'd I, '' that cannot be ! 
you may give me the form, but never the 
feelings of one ; which isftriving to wound 
with an edgelefs knife ; fince by furnifh- 
ing me with the prayers of remorfe, and re- 
pentance, you do but fhew me my happi- 
nefs, in not greatly needing either." 

** Woman to the laft!" interrupted he. 
— **And fo my little Cinderilla/' ludi- 
croufly walking round me, ** you would 
perfuade me that your virtue is deified e- 
nough to find no mortification in defcend- 
ing from lace and fattin, to the humble 
habiliments of the canaille. Look round 
your apartment, child ! who knows but 
this fame force of fentiment may convert 
paper into damafk, and the powerful influ- 
ence of a garret, bring your foul, as much 
nearer to the Gods, as your perfon." 

** The force of fentiment," returned I, 
" docs not confift in elevating our fitua-« 
tion to ourfelves, but in accomodating 
ourfelves to our fituation ; and really I 

fliould 
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fhould be a moft unreafonable woman, to 
be oflFended with yotir endeavors at fami- 
liarizing me, to the only apartment you 
intend to leave either of us. I fhould be 
glad, however, of an additional indul- 
gence, (for as fuch, I fuppofe I am to 
confider the*books,) I mean that of pen 
and ink." 

" No truly !" cried he contemptuoufly 
turning on his heel, *' I mean to have 
jfio more fcribbling I aflure you ; and 
don't know ^hat the devil your fex is 
taught it for, except to. render mifchief 
hereditary, as well a« inherent." 

There are occafions, Sir," replied I, 
fomewhat piqued, " when yours i« not 
the more fortunate for poffeffing that 
talent. But now, Mr. Obrien> we will, 
if you pleafe, have a few moments of fe- 
rious ccnverfation. Arid give me leave 
to demand your'reafons for a conduct, 
which i& not the lefs Angular, for my not 
having liitherto noticed it/* 

l^ Serious! 
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" Serious! my dear creature, how canfl 
thou make fuch a demand upon me ? Is 
it poffible I fliauW be able to affign a fe- 
rious caufe, for ft) whimfical an efFeft ? 
Befides/' leading me with an air of drol< 
lery to the glafs, *• furvey thy own ap- 
pearance, and tell me, if it is poffible 
Hcraclitus himfelf, could forbear laugh- 
ing, to fee fo heroic a foul, dwindled down 
to fo ignoble a difguife ?" 

*' I do furvey myfelf. Sir," faid I, com* 
.poling my countenance, (for I could not 
lielp fmiling, tho' I was thoroughly an- 
gry) " I am alter'd, but not degraded; 
for as what you are pleas'd to ftile my he* 
roics, did not confift in externals, it is 
not in your power, htowever it may be in 
your will, to withdraw them* Solitude, 
laay be infipid to all, but can only be 
painful to the guilty ; and as my chief 
fources of pleafure, have been lately con- 
fin'd to my own bofom, there is but little 
you can deprive me of. The mbrtificati- ^ 

Vol. IV. F ons 
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ons of tlie vanity, in a well govern'd mind, 
are at worft only tranfient; efpecially 
when it is confcious not only of pri- 
vate, but public exculpation, from deferv* 
ing them : and till you can rob nae of 
the ufe of my underftanding, you can ne- 
ver leave me utterly deftitute of amule- 
ment. In arbitrarily putting it out of my 
power to enjoy the blefSngs of recijn-ocal 
friendfhip, (as I cannot but fuppofe you 
have done. Sir, from the filence of Lady 
Helen,) you have indeed found the laft teft 
of my patience. But even that I caa fof- 
tain ; fiince certain, no authority can pre- 
vent my image from being rememl>ered 
with kindnefs, or my abfence with regret, 
—Avail yourfelf then, Mr. Obrien, of 
that power, my weak romance, firft inveft* 
ed you with. I once made a merit of 
carrying a virtue to a failing, — ^you ha^c 
corre£led me for life; and to feel, to 
think, and a€l with moderation, has 
been its great objeft fince* But ufe your 

power. 
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power, Sir, with humanity; I fuhmit to 
part with luxuriesj but I will ever proteft 
againft lofing my comforts ; and as to the 
trivial difference in my appearance, (fitu- 
ated as I am) I Jiave philofophy enough 
to contemn,, tho' not abfurdity enougli to 
defire it.'* 

** And do you fay this from your very 
Toul V faid he, after a paufe. *' Remem- 
ber I alk you ferioufly, folemnly !" 

** Serioufly, then, I do!" 

** Strange! very ftrange!" he added, ri- 
fing and walking about the room; *' you 
fliall have a pen and ink." And with this 
promife, (which was immediately after ful* 
fiU'd,) he left me : for lingular as it ap- 
pears at firft, the man, who has ruin'd 
roy fortune, and deftroy'd my peace, who 
lias feen me fupport the moil agonizing 
ftruggles with indifference, was ftruck with 
a fentiment of remorfe, on finding mecapa- 
bie of yielding calmly to a mere, external 
clegradation. Unable to judge of the feel- 

F 2 ingaf • 
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ings of my heart, he was yet alive to 
thofe of my pride, and filently acknow- 
ledg'dthat fpecies offuperiortty, which en- 
abled mc to controul it. 

I now fat down to write to you, and 
liad finifh'd my third page, when the dif- 
agreeablenefs of having no window cur- 
tains, induced me to rife, in order to 
change my pofition, I look'd thro' the 
fafh, and faw the night was cloudy, when 
my eye was attraSed by a moving light 
in the garden ; on my nearer examinati- 
on, I perceiv'd it was a lanthom, tho' I 
faw not the perfon who held it, ahd forgot, 
in my furprife, that I was vifible to him ; 
the candles being behind me. Whilft 
contemplating it, I was ftartled by the fud- 
dcn glaring of the light, (proceedingasi fup. 
pofe from the opening ofthelanthorn) be- 
fore which a letter was held up. For an 
inflant I darted back ; but, returning, the 
fign was immediately repeated ; nor could 

I 
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I Joubt, but that the epiftle wa«^ for me : 
how to attain it, became the grand 
objeft of my fpeculations, when I fortu- 
nately recoUeded a piece of (haded rib- 
bon I had put in my pocket-book, in or- 
der to match, the firft time I went to town. 
—For this treafure I eagerly fought ; and 
liolding one end of it in my hand, fuffer'd 
the card to unroll on the outfide of the win- 
dow ; the lanthorn feem'd for a moment to 
grope over the ground, and the letter was 
foon after held up, to which I perceiv'd the 
ribbon was faften'd. My impatience now 
grew very great, and the firing, of confe- 
quence,feem'd e verlafting ; at lengt h, I graip- 
edthe prize, and, fatisfiedin rtiy own mind, 
that it came from you, with fome very in- 
terefting intelligence, eagerly tore it open ; 
but guefs my indignation on feeing the 
lignature of *' Wlilliam Nugent.'* I flirt- 
ed the letter away with the air of a Stati- 
ra, and then pick'd it up again, with one 
bett^ fuitcd to my appearance. The 

F 3 contents 
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contents confifted of heavy cenfures of 
Mr. Obrien's conduft towards tne, a com- 
fortable dofe of flattery, and liberal offers 
of affiftance ; concluding with a requeft, 
that I would anfwet it immediately, or, if 
depriv'd of jpen and ink, honor the letter 
by kiffing it at the window^ and depend on 
the writer for placing me, in a few days, 
far above the utmoft malice of Mr. Obri- 
en. You will eafily imagine my counte- 
nance at this modeft requeft. For a mo- 
ment I ftood irrefolute, as to the man- 
ner of fhewirg my indignation ; till the 
idea ftruck me" of extinguiftiing the canr 
dles, and diverting myfelf with feeing 
my Jgiius Fatuus, glide impatiently 
about the garden. The fcenfe was ludi- 
crous enough to divert one who had no* 
much befides to amufe her. Sometimes 
I beheld it exalted in the air, and fome- 
times as if meekly in treating on the 
ground; now wbifk'd about abruptly -in 

wrath, 
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wrath, and tben difplaying its full blas^e 
in humble atonement ; llill I was inflexi- 
ble ; and continued* to divert myfelf in 
<A)fcurity, with the various evolutions, both 
pacific^ and angry, till I loft it aUoge^ 
iheir^ and the moon burfting forth from 
d!K>fe dcfuds fee had k>ng irradiated with 
bright Qwrts of a rich yellow, fading im- 
* perceptibly into lilver, put both thofe and 
the ftars tb flight, and feem'd to reign a 
foKtary queen, thro* the Uue concave, 
which bounded my view. Her beams 
threw a long ftream of light upon the 
Thames, and a tranquil luftre upon every 
objeft ; whilft the dafliing of diftant oaiis, 
alone interrupted the profound filertce of 
the evening. The charms of a devout 
penfivenefs, took pofleflion of my whole 
foul. 1 lifted my heart in fecret to that 
Divine Bcix^g, who allows his creatures to 
wingle with him in thought^ and fej^y- 
feif ennobled. The fpirits of my parents, 
.ihe tender jrecollcclion of my friends, all 

F 4 tl 
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1 had loft, and all I had yet to l(ife,j)reft on 
my memory. But it was not with an- 
guifh ; I faw one world only enrich'd, by 
the impoverifhing of another* I fhed 
tears, but they fell unconfcioufly, and 
feem'd the facred atteftation of atboufai^d 
future virtues; devotion, that. pure, ami 
lambent flame, which burns upon the al- 
tar of the heart, feem'd to irradiate its 
faculties ; a veftal fire, whicfc, once ex- 
tinguifh'd, is the fatal omen of: long and 
merited calamities. 

Hail precious moments I floPn from the bkck waAe 
Of murderM time, aufpicious midDigfet, haiJ I 
The world excluded, every paflion huih'd, 
Here the foul fits in council ; ponders paft, 
Predellines future a£lion. Sees, not feels 
Tumultuous life, and rcafon$ yfkh the Donn« 

In this difpofition I went to bed; and 
you will not be furpris'd, when I add, that 
I rofe the next morning in better health, 
than I hav? been for fome time paft. — 

My 
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My ^fpirks, exhaufted by perpetual drug- 
gies, receiv'd a new turn from the wliim- 
ilcal alteration in my- life, and fecluded a • 
like from domeftic cares, ^ or lilent temp- 
tation, my heart feem'd reliev'd from the 
toil of combating i(felf. I had fcarce done 
breakfaft, when Mr. Obrien came in, and, 
(for he has ^ a barbarous gayety of difpofi- 
tion,). with that fmiling,;Jiy€ly air, pecu-' 
liar to him;- tho'-from. his converfation, 
I have reafon to fuppofe, that if he had 
been touch'd. with any fentiment in my 
favour, -it had by this time, ^entirely fub- 
fided.^. 

^ ''Once 4nore, good' : 'day!-' faid h^. 
*' How does- the fecond morning dawn up- 
on .you ?? As full of philofophy as the firft ? 
Pray,, by.whatfecjretdo you call up the ver- 
milion of June, in the frofts of April ? No 
need of a* window in that bofom, too tranf- 
parent, I am tempted to think for hypo- 
crify. And yet-^but thou'rt an incomprq- 
hcnfible altogether. Yefterday^Madam,you 

F 5 'were 
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Were xicfiroas of a little fcrious cfenverfa- 
tion ; to-day I am in the humour to grant 
your requeft. I am going prefently to 
Richmond, where I believe I fliall dine : 
in the intepm, I have taken fome precau- 
tions, which you will do wifely not to at- 
tempt to fruftrate ; for know Madam !** fix- 
ing his eyes fternlyupon me, ** neither you, 
ifior your officious confidant have any fur- 
ther pow^r of controuling me. Unravel 

nhe myftery as you 'can ; and tremble to 
think, that it depends on the cowduft of 
an irritated fool, to regulate mine ; fince 
I will not be outdone in revenge, even 
tho* it fliould prove an Italian one." 

" Nor I, in jefignation, Sir," return'd 
I, coHefting that blood, which had begun 
to thrill from my cheek, to my heart— 
** To fliew you, however, the abfurdi ty. of 
all precautions, where virtue is not tlie 
dilate of fentiment, know, in your turn, 

* that, tho' apparently fecluded from the World, 
I have been able to receive, a letter, and 

might, 
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might, could 1 have refolv*d to fidrfeit my 
amn efteem, have anfwer'd it ; and that 
in fuch a manner, as totally to defeat 
yoar views, or refentfnen 1 : fince you 
have deprived y-ourFelf of the power of 
teftifyiogit to the writer.'' He ran it o* 
•ver twice, without a 4ingle word to me ; 
honoring Sir William, « however, at inter* 
val&, wkh foine epithets;- which would not 
have been* at ali tlse morejacceptable for 
being deferved % ^ smd, ^ afterwards, put it 
viery car&fuilywin his pocket-book ; fay*- 
ing, **it might be off ervice ;" in extorting 
pecumkry aififtance, I have fince thought. 

And thus, my dear, ^ ends my chequer'd 
cpiftle, I have made fio breaks in it, be- 
caufe none occurr'd that would not have 
deftroy'd the thread of my narrative.-— 
And having been oppreft fince dinner, 
with a violent head-ach, I find myfelf 
under the neceffity of yielding to it.— 
The maid who has feen me writing, has 

F Q ofFer'd 
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offered to convey this to the poft. Per- 
haps, after alU it may never reach you, 
and be only a trick to obtain it. But. I 
will not fufpeft unreafonably ; nor do I 
fear to ftand the teft even of Mr. Obri- '' 
en's perufal, where truth alone has dic- 
tated. His Italian revenge, with the 
hints that preceded it, embitter my foli- 
tude, by fears I dread to find reali^'d. — • 
Lord Melrofc, perhaps — That idea has 
conjur'd up a thou(&nd phantoms of rage, 
infamy, and murder. If there is a poffi- 
bility of fending me a fingle line, I need 
not folicit your friendlhip ; you will feel 
all the f?ars, and all the expeflations of. 

Your ever Affe^ionate, 

S. Obrxen, 
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To Edward Nugent, Efq. — Froui Lady Hdqi 

Nugent. 

Stantgn-Audl^^ April. 

ADVISE me, dear Edward, how 
I ftiall proceed. On the day of my 
arrival at Stanton-Audley, I had a ftiort 
note from Mrs. Obrien (as I fuppos'dj 
requefting to know every thing that paf- 
fed ; in conCequence of which, I fent her 
your letters. The whole, however, by 
that of hers which I enclofe, I am now 
convinced, was a trick of Mr. Obrien, who 
means to retaliate upon her. How fhall 
I extricate her from this difficulty ? If I 
go to Winbrook, I think he will not re- 
fufe my feeing her, and fomething muft 
be done. I write this that it may be 
ready to fend back by the fervant, when 
•. - he 
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he brings yours, which is expefted every 
moment, with an impatience you may 
eafily imagine by 

Your qffeBionaie, 
Helen Nugent. 
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LETTER CXVIII. 

To Lady Helen Nugent — From Mr. 

Nugent. 

Mount-Herbert, 
MPHE arrival of Sir Oeorge, (as men- 
•*■ tion'din my laft,) oblig'd Lord Mel* 
rofs to a few moments of diflhnulation. 

" My dear friend," faid he, advancing, 
" to what do I owe this pleafure ?'* 

*' To a circumftance, my Lord," re-* 
tufn'd the Baronet, gravely, *' which I 
fliould have been much better pleas'd, you 
had not been indebted to." 

*' Pardon me, Sir Ceorge/' replred 
Lord Melrofs, with equal gravity. " Had 
you done me the honor to inform me, I 
was to expeft a vifitor, and not a friend, I 
fliould have known bow to addrefs you 
with more .propriety." To this, the other 
made a long preamble, by way of anfwer ; 

an4 
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and concluded wkR faying, thatf '* injhort, 
he muft • frankly - own, he had-* heard, 
Lady Melrofs was treated very ill." 

♦* Be more frank,' Sir George// faki his 
friend, colouring ^deeply, " and add, thai 
you believe it." 

** He could not fay biit her did," 

*' My dear 5ir George," cried I anti- 
cipating the .indignaDt eye of Lord Mel- 
rofs. " He .muft. however, , beg, leave lo > 
obferve, thatfit would be very hard to * 
mifconftrue, the .errors .of a young and ^ 
beautiful woman, . into crimea." . 

*' My dear JSir , George/' again cried 1 
I 

" That for his own-part he Celw nothing 
criminal in her conduS.".— And again he 
beg'd leave to obferve . fomethingj which 
I clearly difcern'd Lord. Melrofs would 
never have patience to hear. Once more, 
then, I interrupted him ; ^ 

'* Sir George, when you are fully ac 
quainted with the circumftances that have 

paft. 
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part, I am well afTur'd you will find fuf- 
ficient caufe to juftify the confequence : 
—allow me to explain "— — 

** Mn Nugent, / have had the honor 
6f being known for fome years to Lord 
Melrofs, I do not. know whether his 
Lordfhip has forgot it.** 

*^ When I have, Sir George,^' return'd 
the latter, ftifling his chagrin, " I. muft at 
the fame time, forget a thoufand. favour;^ 
which are indelibly imprefs'd upon n^r 
heart. To your knowledge of that heart, 
I refer you for my juftification.— ^ 
The woman, whom you Co warmly defend, 
has betray 'd, and difgrac'd me ; — I need 
hot,— indeed cannot^ add more/* He a* 
rofe. 

** What chimeras have we here," faidthe 
Baronet, ** what probabilities^ what proofs. 
— Thefe mad j^affions, my Lord, are your 
mafters/^ 

•* Allow 
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*' Aflow tnc to kav« you, Sir George i; 
I am not equal to a cool difcuflion upon 
this fubjea '' 

** 1 am very fenfible, that the perfuai- 
fiotis of your friends "— • ^ 

*' Allow ine; Sir George, to leave 

>» , ' • * 

you — 

" The perfuafions of your friends, I 
fay "— 

** Inrupportable"— — heflopt; obJUnacy, 
fhould have followed ; but a fmall remains 
of reafon ftept in, to intercept the word. 

*'. Their perfuafions, and the imperti- 
nencies of the young Lord Sonierfet, in- 
duc'd you to take a wife, to whom you 
were not warmly attach'd. But at leaft 

recplleft" Baek ftept Lord Melrofs 

from the door, near which he ftill fiood, 
with an air that had volumes in it, liad Sir 
Ge6rge been a phyfiognoAift* 

■^ The impertinencies of Lord Somer- 
llet, induce mc to take a wife ! Do I hear 

you 
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ybu right, Sir George? Lord Somerfet 
influence my adions !" 

•I Not abfoltrtely induce !" return'd the 
Baronet with a wild flare. 

** Abfolukfy induce !" again re-echoed 
his friend. That tone, and that look, my 
good Lord, in a Court of Juftice, thought 
I, would make the witnefs be forfworn, 
and an honefl man impeach himfelf.— 

" Abfolutely induce ! Edward, I dream 
fiirely !— Sir George, I am now calm i^^ 
explain this matter fairly to me, as it 
flands in your ideas, or thofe of the world, 
which I fuppofe are pretty nearly the 
fame. — 1 fhall be glad to unravel this myf- 
tery, and clear tip fome points, in which 
both, I believe, have widely miftaken my 
charafter/' 

Sir George protefled he had nothing to 
explain ; but the proteftation came too 
late. The blimdcr was now irrctrreva- 
bte ; and the thoughtful calni which fuc- 
ceeded in the mind of Lord Melrofs, 

* convinc"4 
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convinc'd me the indignityf funk deep in 
it. The former now requefted he mrgbt , 
fee Janetta, and was accordingly admit* ' 
ted. Left tite a tete with our friend, 
I at- leaft hoped to win from the frankneff 
of his difpofition, what were his fenti* 
ments and intentions \ but as the velocity 
of motion, moft refemble ftillnefs, fo did 
his mind derive an apparent fteadine&; 
from its aflivity. He walk'd about the 
room for fome moments in filence, and 
then abruptly demanded of me, the name 
I had engag'd to win from Lady Mel- 
rofs. 

** The moment of diffimulation, my 
Lord," faid I, ** is paft. Reafon, huma- 
nity, in a word, that which i^ the efience 
of all our faculties, and virtues, principle, 
has had time to refume- its empire in your 
bofom* Remember your fword is due to 
your country, your life to - your Creator. 
After this preface, it will . be unneceffaiy 
to^tdd,' I know thevillaia,. L have long 

known 
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known him. ^n that, as v:t\l as affirm- 
ing that I had left the letters in Grofve- 
nor- Square, I voluntarily deceiv'd you, 
and forfeited for once, the hitherto, un- 
hiafs'd veracity of my own charafter, that 
I might allow you time to recover the 
nobler part of yourt. Paflion, pride, cuf- 
lorn, will all demand their viftim : love, 
honor, and humanity, may fpare the fa- 
crifice, when I add to it the name of 0- 
brien." He ftarted, look'd up at me, and 
then caft down his eyes, with the confci- 
oufnefs of incontroulable emotion ; whilft 
a faint fiufh'd paft over his cheek, to which 
the fame mortal palenefs fucceeded, that 
had attended the firft difcovery. But if 
his foul is as haughty as his eye, there 
fives not that being, who can injure him 
with impunity. 

" The name of Obrien," continued I, 
was once diftinguifti'd to you, as that of 
a friend. A diftinftion it loft, only to 

find 
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find a tenderer, in your attachment to his 
wife. By adopting the cuftoniary me- 
thods of revenge, you will cut off the only 
poflible hope of a tye, which however eir- 
cumftances.,now oppofe it, may one day 
render you happy ; and involve the wo- 
man you belt love, ijj horror, poverty, 
and grief. He figh'd, even to an agony 
of pafTion. And leaning wixh one hand 
over his eyes, motion'd to me with the o- 
ther to be filent. 

" To advife, my Lord," contimied J^ 
" is my privilege ; but to decide, muft fi- 
nally be yours. On the cuftom of duel* 
ling in general, I fpare myfelf all argu- 
ments, but the conclufive one open to 
every heart ; that he who adopts it, volun* 
iarily entails, the heights of mifery on ail 
he loves, merely to avoid the cenfures of 
all whom he contemns." Again he figh'd, 
with reftlefs perturbation; and, hearing 
the foii.ftep of Sir George, I went eager- 
ly out of the room, to flop him. With 

fome 
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ibme difiRculty, I fccceeded : and drawing 
him into the garden, explain'd in the 
cleareft manner I was able, every cir- 
cumftance that had pafs'd. But the pre- 
pofieffions of weak minds, are not eafily 
overturn'd, and the obftinacy that is their 
nfual attendant, often (Irengthens the opi- 
nion we aim at inbverting. ^' He did not 
know, he could not fee," any thing, I 
(bund, but what he chofe to know, or fee ; 
and his conference with Lady Melrofs, 
had rooted every prejudice in her favor. 
—I did not aim at a confirmation, I might 
have offer'd^ in the letters which I ftill 
poITeft, having with-held them, as Lord 
Melrofs had not immediately nuide the de« 
mand, left they fliould prove fJrefli fuel to hi^ 
indignation. They are not mine; nor oughj: 
m pro|mety to have efcap'd nae,»eveii tQ 
my beitcr-felf. 

On my return into ibe bo«ife, I fbuod 
jLordSomerfet had been with our friend. 

Their 



^ 



iio ERRORS 0*P 

Theif conference was fhort.— Do not be 
Alarin'd, ttiy dear !— Your brother is wound* 
ed, it is true ; but not dangeroufly fo ; 
nor can we, with juflice, cenfure an afti- 
on, which proceeded rather from a coni- 
t)ination of unfortunate circumftances, than 
intention. Had he arrived at any period 
- but one fo immediately fubfequent to Sir. 
George's intelligence, their meeting would 
have been entirely pacific ; as it was, it 
producM an appointment for the eftfuing 
morning, which Lord Melrofs rofe, be- 
fore it was light, to fulfil. This was the 
firft intelligence wereceiv'd ; and the anx- 
iety it left us in, may eafily be imagin'dj 
Three hours were paft in a ftate of ex- 
pedation, that defied every effort of phi- 
Jofophy. To purfue him, (deterrain'd, 
€oHeded a« he now muft be) was teaffume 
a power, he ^iould himfelf perhaps^ re- 
fent ; and all other efforts were abfurd.— 
At noon, we had a ihort note, dated 

Kiciunond, 
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Richmond, whither he inform'd us he had 
accompanied Lord Somerfet, to fee hii 
LordQiip's wound dreft, as well as to ftop 
•an efFufion of blood from his own arm, 
which had been llightly grazed. He re- 
quelled that Lady Melrofs might immedi-* 
ately leave Mount- Herbert, fince thisren- 
corUre rnuft efFeftually publifh the fecret of 
her dilgrace, and attraft general curiofity j 
adding, that he would write to her, when 
at Bru ton- Court, and fhould efteem it a 
particular obligation, if Sir George would 
fettle every thing relative to her jour- 
ney. A private poftcript informed me, 
that he had only invented this commif-* 
Con to engage the Baronet from coming 
to him at that junfture, and hinted, that 
it might be better if I did not, fince it 
would ftrengthen the illiberal difguft, alrea- 
dy conceived by that gentleman againft me^r 

Sir George had now a fair opportunity 

for a buftle, with which he was the better 

Vol, IV. G fatisHed, 
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fatisBed, fince my interference h^ long 
been as difagreeable to him as to Lady So- 
merfet, nor have either of them difcernmenl 
enough to diftinguifh the influence of fen- 
timentj from the officioufnefs of curiofity, 
— *He voluntarily engaged himfelf to ef- 
cort Janetta fome miles on her jour- 
ney, and encourages in her, but too much, 
I fear, thofe chimerical hopes of reconci- 
liation, which time, and the further- ex- 
planation of luord Melrofs, alone can 
annihilate: the latter indeed, difabled bv 
the nature of hk wound, from any imme- 
diate call upon Obrien, may now be in- 
duced to accept the cooler alternative 
of a divorce*— —The ralhn^fs of Lord 
Somerfet, has received a check which 
may have future good confequencee, 
and the heavy cloud, long threatening 
to bur ft in thunder over all, perhaps be 
^verted. To thefe favorable pfofpefts, 
let me add; the hc^e of returning to the 

beft 
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beft beloved of my heart, and of folding 
her once more to that of heff 

Ever ^aithfol and Affe^naU^ 
Edward NuoENTt 
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LETTER CXIX. 

7^ Lady Helen Nugent — From Mrs^ 

Obrien^ 

London. April. .. 
T> Y a miracle I am enabled to tell you 
-*-' that I live ;— yes, my beloved friend, 
I now live indeed, for I owe my being, 
to him from whom, on earth, it derives its 
higheft value. Ah, why are you not 
here ? Has rapture any language but tears ? 
In the moments of tremulous fenfibility, 
when thofe only are its expletives, how 
fweet, how defirable is the hand of friend- 
ship, to catch them ere they return upon t^ie 
heart. — Oh, you to whom mine has fo 
long been known, you, whom neither 
time, nor abfence have yet alienated, re- 
ceive, and cherifh its tendered effufions ! 
^Often, my d^iur and ^ftimable friend, 

have 
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have you figh'd, but hever, I hope, will 
you blufh for her you have diftinguilh'd* 

My laft, I think, brought you down to 
that Angular period, which compleating 
my gradual defcent from liberty and af- 
fluence, left me only expofed to one bitter 
Itruggle. My letter I had fcarce found, 
^n opportunity of difpatching, before Mr. 
pbrien came in ; but plunged in a gloom 
fo unufual, that, tho' unable to guefs 
.even at the events which had caufed it, I 
was at no lofs to difcover they mtift ^eep^* 
ly concern himfelf. — E)evoid of all thofe 
gentler afFeftions, from which half the 
world derive either their pleafures, ox 
their cares, accuftomed to fmile at every 
remoter evil, to confider refleftion upon 
the paft as a folly, and upon the future as 
a curfe, Mr. Obrien lives folely to the 
prefent : to its temptations, he facrifices 
madly every tie either of honor, or mo- 
rality; and from its difappointments, en- 

G 3. dvxte^ 
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dures th^ turbulent anguifli^ or mor$ 
dreadful defpondency, from which gentler 
minds, (hrink with horror. Self- gratifica- 
tion, that .ignis /atuus, which fpriiiging 
originally from corruption, ever evades 
the graip, and refolves itfelf at laft into its 
native groffnefs, fparkles continually before 
him, and the moment it finks, feems to 
leave the whole creation in darknefs.— I 
wonder not the votaries of pleafure are 
fuicides, fince the deadly glooms that fuc- 
ceed her reign, feem almoit to anticipate 
mortality. To aim at regulating a mind 
thus at war with itfelf, was too formida* 
ble an undertaking. — Yet fickening, I 
knew* not why, with vague and painful 
apprehenfion, a thoufand times did I tura 
my dubious eyes on Mr. Obrien, with that 
enquiring fympathy his conftantly repelled;. 
— He was rous'd from his reverie by the 
delivery of a note, which he tore open, 
on reading the fuperfcription, with an ea- 
gernefs that alone liiight have excited 

my 
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my curiofity. — CurioCty, did I fay I— » 
Alas, a thoufand emotions darted in pain-* 
ful flufhes to my cheeks, on fancying I 
difcern'd the hand of Lady Melrofs. — He 
read the billet twice ; paufed^— hefiuted— • 
fmUed with a mixture of doubt and ex- 
ultation, and abruptly quitting the room, 
left me to all the mifery of incertitude. 
-— Loff in one oftliofe painful meditations 
when the fickening fenfes feem to contract 
and bury themfelyes in the heart, leaving 
ihat fcarce confcious of its own emotions, 
I walk'd for a confiderabje time up and 
dpwn my apartment. — The door of it re- ' 
mained unlocked ; the billet, I ftrongly 
fufpefted to be from Lady Melrofs, and 
the fituation of Mr, Obrien's mind, left 
m^ no doubt but an important fcheme en- 
grofs'd it, — Every thing combined to urge 
me to fome aftive meafure^ yet over thofe 
events which alone could direft me, there 
was fpread a heavy and myfterious cloud, 

G 4 which 
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which all my efforts could not pene- 
trate. — Even if an affignation was intend- 
ed, would my interference be of any avail? 
— Alas, when had it ever been fo ! — To 
aft for mvfelf was now to decide my fate ; 
and the melancholy conviftion that I 
had nothing to fear but from my owft 
heart, determined me, however difficult the 
ftruggle, to remain paffive to every fu- 
ture occurrence of fortune. — A fuffocati- 
on I was not fenfible of, till its vio» 
lence awaken'd eyery faculty into terror^ 
fuddenly ftruck me with the idea of fire. 
•—The evening was clofing ere Mr. Obri- 
en left me, and my uneafy meditati- 
ons had not allowed me to refleft that I 
had purfued them Without any other light 
than that afforded by the dying embers^ 
from the grate. I lifted my eyes in a- 
ftonifhment on perceiving myfelf furround- 
ed by a faint fmoke, but my very foul 
died within me, when, precipitately opcR- 
ing the door, I found the fmother in- 

creas'd 
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creas'd on the flairs.— With that agoniz-* 
ing fenfe of terror which fprings at once 
from cpnftitution and reafon, I flew to 
my own apartment below : but the gain- 
ing it was only a final conviQion of my 
danger ; fince from under the windows I faw 
a new and immenfe cloud of black fmoke 
roll over th.e houfe, and almoft obfcure 
the trees which furrounded it ; whilft 
the faint view, I caught^ only prefented 
me a few unknown faces, over which 
gleam'd a dim and terrible light,*— Shouts, 
fcreams, and various indiftinft noifes in* 
vaded the filence of evening, and ftupi* 
fied, rather than encouraged me; nor 
jcould I have been fo far wrapt up in re- 
flexion, as not to have been fenfible of 
them before, had not the room I inhabit- 
ed, by lying backwards and high, efFe£lu- 
ally precluded all alarm from the front of 
the houfe. I flew to the flairs, but the 
flames raged with fury in the ftudy, and 
Ipread terror around. I, neverthelefs, 

G 5 h«ard£.d 
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hazarded a few fteps, but faihting and 
terrified, rtftumed almoft immediately, s^d 
for the firft time uttered an involuntary 
fliriek. A thoufand confufed founds were 
reverberated upon my ear, but none that 
feem'd to promife me relief.— I tore down 
my hair, I wrung my hands, and traverf- 
ing the apartments in an agony beyond 
all rational fenfation of fear, again 
fhriek*d thro* defpair. One dear, one 
well known voice alone replied to me, 
whofe magical influence feem'd to recall 
my fcattered faculties. Direfted by the 
found, I ftarted eagerly forward, and funk 
at the feet of Lord Melrofs. 

*' Save me, fave me," cried I, with a 
phrenzical eagernefs. — He clafp'd me to 
his bofom, utter'd a thoufand vague and ar- 
dent expreffions of tendernefs, leading me 
at the fame moment towards the ftair-cafe, 
whence turning, with an air he vainly ftrove 
to render coUefted, I faw it was now in 

flames. 
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0ames* The powerful proteftion of his 
i>Ff^fence had, however, reftored my fenfes, 
and reeolleftion returning with reafon, I 
led thro* a paffage, which communicating 
with the fervants rooms, gave us thro* 
them the chance of efcaping. The joyful 
Confirmation was too powerful for my 
frame, and I recoUeft nothing more, till 
revived by a foft breeze, I open d my eyes 
on a fcene far different from the hqrrible 
and tumultuous one I had quitted. We 
were on the ruftic feat you may remember 
in the meadow beyond the houfe. The 
fober grey of the evening was deepened 
by the thick foliage which fpread over us, 
while the faint luftre that ftill ftream'd from 
the weft only allow'd my heart to difcern 
the features deareft to it, and the jarring 
voices from Winbrook, borne a contrary- 
way by the wind, died faintly upon my 
ear. Revive, did I fay ! rather, I began 
to live ; for till I ceafe to do fo, the fweet 
fenfation that took poffeffion of my mind, 

G 6 will 
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will never be effaced from it. It was not 
joy — it was not tranfport— it was not an 
oppreflive pleafure, where the fenfe, as 
when fainting under the odours of fome 
exquifite flower, aches with delight; — 
it was like the breeze, which having 
paft over the whole bofom of nature, 
feems to have exhaled and blended eve- 
ry thing in it moft exquifite. The voice 
of Lord Melrofs diflblved the illufion : — 
the damp — the air — the evening, all be- 
came the fubjeQs of his fear : he preft 
to convey me to a place of fafety ; alas! 
I had forgotten his arms were not fuch, 
and the recolleftion firft convey 'd a pang. 
•—Joy, pleafure, hope, thofe lively em- 
bers ftill glowing in my foul, which but 
a moment before had kindled to fo *bright 
a blaze, were fuddenly damped. I flow- 
ly arofe, and prepared to follow him :— 
overwhelmed with the confcioufnefs of 
having received, and returned, exprefE* 
ons of attachment ill-fuiting myfitqation, 

and 
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and which the tender familiarity of his 
manner, convinced me he had not for- 
gotten. We crofled the meadow, and 
ftruck into the road where his phaeton was 
waiting; one fervant only attended, but 
as he held two horfes, I fuppofed his com- 
panion was gone to aflift at Winbrook. 

With what different emotions were Lord 
Melrofs and myfelf then agitated : he, all 
anxiety, thought thofe moments ages 
which detain'd me, whilft I on the contra- 
ry, prolonged them by a voluntary tediouf- 
nefs, fince every one that paftftole fome- 
whatfrom ahappinefs, the fucceeding were 
totally to annihilate. Engrofs'd by the 
care of the horfes, whofe fpirit he was ill 
able' to rein, from having hurt his arm 
by fome accident in the morning, h« 
could now only give me momentary proofs 
of his attention, and ready every inflant 
to check the turbulent rapidity with which 
we drove, I ftrove by a filence, doubtlefs 

fufficieutly 
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fufficicntly fingular, to conceal thofe tears, 
the foothing founds of his voice ^je-. 
peatedly drew forth. In fomewhat more 
than a quarter of an hour we drew up by 
a gate that ftruck oiF from the road, and 
my Lord fprung out.— Rous'd from ihy 
torpor by his attempt to affift me, I volun- 
tarily ftretch'd out that hand, I had fo 
often, fo inexorably withdrawn, and re- 
peated in a voice which fufiiciently be-^ 
tray*d my emotion, '' We are going then 
to feparate. " * * Never," returned he warm* 
ly, "but at the hazard of lefs precious 
drops than thefe" Then giving the horf« 
es in charge to* the fervant, he led me a* 
crofs the field, over a fmall wooden bri^e, 
which brought us to a cottage I immiedi- 
ately recognized.~It was that he rebuilt 
after it was blown down, and the fituati- 
on of which, tempted him to fumifli thofe 
pretty ruftic apartments where we have fo 
often drank tea. — I now for the firft time 
began to diltruft his intention. 

*' For 
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^* For Heaven's fake, where are you 
leading 'me ?'' cried I. 

** A few moments of confidence, my 
Life/' returned he, '*and. truft to a heart 
that adores you." I was weak enough to 
follow him into the cottage, where ' we 
found a woman extremely old and decre- 
pid, who was fpinning, whilft a young 
labourer flept in an oppofite corner, to 
both of whom, the entrance of Lord Mel- 
it>fs occafioned no little confufion. Alarm* 
ed, agitated, and blufhing at the weaknefs I 
had not power to refill, I fufFer'd the lat^ 
ter to lead me to the apartment above, nor 
was I then ftruck . with the Angularity of 
finding it lighted up, and ready apparently 
for my reception. Lord Melrofs remain* 
ed a moment behind, giving fome direfti- 
ons for his fervant, but in a voice fo low 
and indiftind:, that I am afraid my utmoft 
partiality cannot acquit him of a defign to 
make me fuppofe, he was fending for a 
more proper conveyance than the phaeton. 
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** You have fiived me, my Lord/' fold 
I, on his entrance, correfting as much 
as poffible, the tremor of my voice, " by 
an jexemplary courage and generofity, from 
the moft dreadful, perhaps, of all fates.— 
Shall I intreat you to add to the favour, 
by informing me in what manner I may 
return to— —my friends/* — The laft wordy 
trembled on my lips ; the name of Mr, 
Obrien, tho' the propereft, the only one I 
ought to have pronounced, obftinately re- 
treated from them, and my heart repelled 
the fober diftates of my reafon. 

** And have you then thofe to feek?" 
replied he, obliging me to fit down, and 
placing himfelf next me ; " I hoped ta 
have been honored by ranking amidfl the 
firft : a title however fo unequal to the 
ardor of my wifhes, that it can only be 
defirable, as it permits me to afpire to 
another. — Hear me," continued he^ with 
redoubled emotion on perceiving mine ;— 

"I 
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*' I undcrftand but too well thofe antici* 
pating, thofe indignant glances.— At a mc- 
ment, that has ever fince been an aera in 
my Kfe, you accufed me, and truly, of 
doing injuftice to your charafter ; yet e- 
ven then, tho' fenfible only of your perfon- 
al charms, my very fouh adored you.r— 
Ah, you have been but too amply avenge 
ed:for the momentary blindnefs. When 
to the graces of form, I difcerned a mm4 
capable of eclipfing even them "-— 

" My Lord r— 

** Silence me not," interrupted he, with 
a tender vehemence ; — You muft not, nay^ 
you cannot; it is no longer a weak, a fri- 
volous paflipn that throws me at your fi^et, 
with the light gallantry, due only to the 
light; it is a ftrong, an unconquerable 
feeling, equally eftablifhed by every fenfe 
and every fentiment. When with this per-^ 
fcft form, that noble and elevated under- 
Hiding," continued he, ftill foftening his 

eyes 
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eyes and voice, " I was happy enough to 
find a heart" . .. :. 

** Ah hold, my Lord/' cried I, rifingiji 
the utmoft agitation, " at leaft wei^ welt 
what you are about to fay^ and blot 
from your memory, if ppflible, a weakricfc 
which I can never think of withoift 
fliame *'• 

** Nor I," continued he, ** without tranf* 
port. In t^is moment, the happieft, thb 
only happy one of my life, my heart <te*- 
mands to be heard: no forms, no cold-' 
nefs c^n filence it; and even thofe tiinid 
eyes, I will for once venture to belj^vis 
averted rather with foftnefs than diftafte.'* 
-—Alas, my friend, he judged but too tru- 
ly ; thofe weak mirrors of my foul reftfe8j- 
ed all its tendemefs. — Loft in the plea- 
fure 6f loving and of being beloved, a 
powerful and fweet enchantment feetn'd 
to fteal over my fenfes, to debilitate my 
reafon, and unnerve my heart. The ha- 
bits of that heart, however, involuntarily 

recurred; 
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recurred; the momentary delufion that be* 
wilder'd, mifled, and had almoft betray'd 
it, funk like the grofler particles of att* 
mofphere^ and left it pure and unclouded. 
-—In my life^ grief had rifen upon grief^ 
and ftruggle upon ftruggle. — To look up 
to my Creator, with the confcioufnefs of 
innocence had fo long been its blefling^ 
that it was • now become neceffary .— 
An impulfe more rapid than refleflion, 
more ftrong than reafon, imprefs'd this 
conviftion, at the very moment I felt 
moft inclined to regret any ; it had been 
ftamp'd by my tears, and was never to be 
eflPaced. — In fine, I figh'd, I trembled, 
and recovered. — ^But what eloquence could 
filence that dangerous lover, who Tenfi- 
ble of his influence, now claim'd it all I 
— -Tlie latitude of fex-and cuftom, the in- 
fupportable recoUeftion of his wrongs, the 
overwhelming torrent of his paflion, fwept 
away thofe boundaries which infurmount- 
aUy circumfcribed me. In a tumult of 

ftidignation,^ 
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indignation, he reproached me, even bit- 
terly reproach 'd me, with having fceftow- 
cd that hand on another, which united 
with his, might have fixt the happinefs ot 
both. DifBmulation became then too dif!» 
ficult a fafik. — To be no longer the ot)- 
jeft of his love, was to lofe a diftinClion^ 

' - at 

acquired but through his weaknefs, and va- 
luable, perhaps, only through my own,— ^ 
But to hazard his efteem, — to have the 
grief of hearing myfelf upbraided for the 
moft painful, the moft cruel difappointment 
of my life, — it was infupportable ; it urged 
me to dare every thing; and the transports 
of his indignation, firft difcovered to me, 
that in unveiling the fatal machination 
which feparated me from him, and united 
me to Obrien, I had hazarded the exiA- 
ence of both. — It was now my tiftn to 
foothe, to intreat, to fupplicate ;- Oh Hea- 
vens, how fevere was the ftruggle, when re* 
duced to work upon a paffion I dared not 

indiit^, 
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indulge, to ufe an influence I trembled 
to bear him afvow, to flatter hopes I 
blufli'd to participate, I found no reward 
j)ut' in the confcioufnefs of reQ:itude.— 
Could I at the very moment when I mofl 
fdt its value, diveft myfelf of that gloria 
ous fupport, and juftify the example of a 
libertine who had left me no other blef- 
iing ? — Accuftom'd to refer every minuter 
a8ion to the examination of my own bo- 
ibm, could any fophifl;ry enable me to 
fet that powerful judge afide ? — And in 
4:eafing to be the happinefs of my life, 
;WOuld it not involuntarily become its 
icurfe ?— **' Leave me then, my Lord," cri- 
med I repeatedly, with a fort of wild eri- 
ihufiafm, ** leave me, if you wifti to prove 
your attachment fincere. — To make me 
happy, is not in your power, and can it 
Jbe in your will, to make me other.wife ? 
,~Alas, it is not indifference, ijt is not 
iear, or even the di6tates of a juftiiiable 
.prudence wliiich induce me tobanifli you; it 



«"-, 

y-.- 



»^ 



14* ERRORS OF 

is a powerful combination df principles, 
that have ilink deep int6 my foul^ and 
been cultivated there, till they' now rife 
fpontaneoufly. Yet think not you* are 
nbfent from, tho* you leave me ;— ^-in thofe 
monients when your image will be aH that 
remains to me of happinefs, fufFer me at 
leaft to remembef without remorfe; that 
I have loved you, and without Ihame, to 
acknowledge myfelf bdoved." To this 
impaffioTi'd rant (for what romancie, my 
dear, is like that of an agitated heart?) 
far from being convinced, he retum'd c- 
very illufive, and importunate folicitation ; 
when both were ftruck as wkh the noife 
t>f fome perfon moving in the adjoining 
chamber. — Sex inllantly predominated in 
each : for whilft I funk back half faiming, 
he ftarted ffom his knees, and with a 
haughty precipitation threw open the in- 
termediate doon — Gracious Heaven, what 
were our fenfations, when we found our* 
(elves under the fame roof with X.ady 'Mel« 

TOiSj 
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rofs, 1& eyes-^I thought I had feen all 
•|bgir expreffion, but never, never coul4 
I fu^vive a look like that he gave her; 
^hild with a tone that almc^ excluded re* 
ply, he interrogated her as to the motives 
of her being there. Pale — tronbling— 
iick at the v^ry heart, I felt all the degra« 
'fi^on to which I wa» ^xpofed. — My ap* 
.^arance fo fingular; — my cheek yet fuf. 
fufed with the mingled glow of anxiety 
.^kfid love ; — my hair fallen to my waift, 
-and banging loofely over my ihoulders ;— 
^onc with Lord Melrofs at fuch a time- 
in fuch a place-^one only barrier arofe 
between me and infamy. — Janetta, if the 
vitnels of my tendernefs, had at leaft been 
, the witnefs of my innocence too : — ^with 
her it refted to avow it, and if yet one 
fpark of honor or humanity remained, that 
avowal would neceflarily be made. The 
firft impulf^ of grief and terror, flowly fub- 
fided into felf-coD^ratulation, By a Grange 

and 
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iind fingular fatality, the event which had 
appeared the completion of difgrace, was 
in faQ: the only one that Could refcue me 
from it ; and when I found that the acci- 
dent of her being indifpofed on the roiid 
to Bruton- Court, had induced Sir George 
Irwin to place Lady Melrofs in a cottage 
where Ihe had fpent many innocent and 
liappy hours, rather than expofe her to 
the mortification of going back to Mount- 
Herbert, or the gaze of a public Inn, my 
t:ourage and my hopes revived. — My Lord, 
-however, cjould neither conquer his agita- 
tion or refentment; and in complying 
with my earneft folicitations to kave us, 
he rather indulged the petulance of an 
overcharged mind^ than her tears or my 
anxieties. 

The moment of his departure, feemcd 
'whilft it fhut out one world, . to open a- 
Tiother to Janetta and my felf. Each fingly 
under the fcrutinizing eye of a rival, 

the 
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the diftinftions of rank— ^he luxuries of 
fortune withdrawn, unattended, unadmir- 
ed — the veil of fancy feem'd to fall, and 
we ftood, for the firft time, the beings 
God had created us. How fweet, how 
confolatory was that moment, when no 
fympathetic blufti abforbed the tear which 
fell for the errors of another. — I like her 
am weak— am degraded — am friendlefs 
—am unfortunate, — but I am innocent, 
again repeated my heart, and the ba{m of 
chat word healed every wound the pre- 
ceding ones had made. Habit only, per- 
haps, had enabled me then to continue fo ; 
I fhuddered at the thought, and look'd. up 
in filent gratitude to that being who, pro- 
portioning our ftruggles to our ftrength, 
rarely permits us at once to rife to virtue, 
or to fink to vice ; but gracioufly render- 
ing every important aflioo dependent up- 
on a chain pf fmaller ones, points out to 
|]s the neceflity of that unihaken attention 

to all, which alone, perhaps, can flrengthen 
Vol. IV. H us 
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US to a6t with re£titude <^n any. Man, 
born to gain or lofe vigor by every men-, 
tal conteft, unwarily prepares a future 
weaknefs, when he yields to a prefent one, 
and whilft he defies a giant, finks beneath 
an army of pigmies. 

The arrival of Mr. Nugent, fufpended 
for awhile the meditations of Lady McU 
cofs and myfelf. He agreed however, with 
me (tho' contrary to the earned entreaty 
of Lord Melrofs, convey'd thro* him) 
that my only prudent plan, was to remain 
at the farm till the hour appointed for Ja- 
netta's departure in the morning; when 
by fending for my own carriage, and driving 
immediately from herto Winfarook, I might 
obviate the cenfure my abfence would o« 
therwife incur. With this determination 
he left me, and heavily paft the hours 
till the morning arrived. Equally fearful 
of oppreffing or exalting Lady Melrofs, 
my condu^ could hardly either way en- 

fure 
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ture even my own* approbation ; whilffi 
From hers, I could only gather an impa« 
lience to depart, which argued no very 
Tavourabk idea of me. Proportiojiably 
ftill undepfefs'd, a fucceffion of light ideas, 
of imaginary hopes, of wild and un- 
difcovered pleafures, by ftarts engroffed 
her. She alreadjT feem'd to anticipate the 
time when fome accident was to bid her 
emerge from obfcurity,— to blaze again 
in diamonds, and to lead the votaries of 
diflipation. She more than once reverted 
lo her youth, not fo much in excufe for 
the paft, as with a fort of latent expefta- 
^on for the future, and as a pledge of en« 
jojmients which could only ceafe with that* 
-*-The catriages at length arrived, and we 
parted— -perhaps indeed forever. Oh,Hea- 
vens, what different beings each, from the 
period when firft we met. To that fair dawn 
of life, when every objed rofe pure and 
.untainted, when the mental eye wandered 

H t OY^t 
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over a kind of fairy-land, its own magic 
enriched and illumined, a long apd dreary 
day of difappointment had fucceeded.-^ 
Thofe dark clouds upon which the warm 
beams of fancy had fcattered ideal rain- 
bows, had burft in ftorms and overwhelm- 
ed everything beneath. Amidft the delug- 
ed wrecks of my hopes, my wifties and my 
expeQations, virtue alone, like the eonfe- 
crated ark, feem'd to defy the ftorm, and 
to rife higher upon the tide which bad 
abforbed every thing befides. 

« 

* To Winbrook I drove, or rather, to 
what was Winbrook ; for tho* the flames 
were extinguifh'd, the fmoke, the tumult, 
and, in fhort, all the horrors of a conflagra- 
tion were ftill vifible. Nor could I learn 
the lead intelligence of Mr. Obrien, who 
had never appeared there from the mo- 
ment he parted with me, tho' the fire prov- 
ed to arife from his negligence in leaving 
a lighted candle on the t^ble where he had 

been 
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been fealing fome letters, to which, and 
other papers, it communicated in lefs than 
half an. hour with a rapidity that fiird the 
ftudy with flames before any difcovery 
arofe. A note the fervants had vainly 
kept for their mafter (it being brought a 
few moments after his departure) was now 
put into my hands. I knew the fuper- 
fcription too well, and immediately com* 
mitted to deftruQron a teftimonial of that 
fsdfe courage which might have doom'd 
me forever ta the moft exquifite mifery: 
I need hardly add, it was a preremptory 
challenge from Lord Melrofs to Mr. Obri** 
en, dated fronv Richmond, four hours pre- 
vious to his refcuing me. 

Mr. Nugent's firft propofal on finding 
me wholly unprotefted, was to fend for 
you ; nor need I recapitulate the motives 
for my declining an offer every way fo 
delicate, fo confiderate, and fo kind. In 
my fituation, it was the chance of a mo- 
il 3 ment 
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ment which was to raife or fink my cha- 
raBer forever; and even that of the moft re- 
fpe6iable of her fex might not prove a fliel* 
ter, whenfhewa&view'das thenominalrela* 
tion^ the undoubted intimate of JLordMel- 
rofs; ^when with difficulties to encounter in 
her family, it was known Ihe increafed them 
/for my fake : yet a protedor, and an hn- 
mediate one was neceflary. To venture 
boldly^ is fometimes to be fuccefsfuh--^ 
Lady Almerftone had profefs'd herfelf 
sny friend : it was now in her power to be 
fo effentially. To demand her interventi** 
on was at leaft to anticipate the reports 
that might reach her, and in fome meafure 
to prove myfelf worthy of it. I parted 
therefore from Mn Nugent, whofe anxiety 
with regard to Mr. Obrien's abfence, and 
the probable conduQ; of Lord Melrofs, 
now equall'd my own, and order d the 
carriage to Lord Almerftone's. 

That 
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That I was fuccefsful in my applicati-i 
on my date will inform you, tho' wea- 
ry fingers oblige me for the prefent to 
pauie. To thofe generous hearts which 
lb feelingly fympathize with mine, I have 
minutely defcribed all my ftruggles, and 
even all my vanity. The events I knew 
you could be at no lofs to guefs from Mr« 
Nugent's generous and kind interpofition, 
but it is the trifles of life which conftitute 
its charm, and form that cement of af- 
fedicms and fentiments, whence perhaps^ 
we ultimately derive our happinefs. 

. A few~ hours of repofe, will, I hope, 
enable me to refume my tafk, till when 
I difpatch this, and am, my deareft friend. 



Ever yours^ 



S. O. 



Hi LET- 
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LETTER CXX. 

To Lady Helen Nugent^^From Mrs. 

Obrien. 

GrofvenorSquart. . 

THE flutter of fpirits in which I left 
Winbrook, flowly fubfided as I drew 
near town, and the impreflion of paft fcenes 
became weaker, in proportion as the fu- 
ture approach'^d. Efcaped from every 
thing that could agitate or touch me, I was 
to folicit the proteftion of a family where * 
prudence was the firft virtue, and fenfi- 
bility fo veiled by the ceremonials of rank^ 
that it was difficult to penetrate to the 
one, without infringing upon the other. 
— I was to fupprefs my feelings ; to con- 
ceal an agitated heart, under an appear- 
ance of tranquillity, and to recount the 
events which had reduced me to fuch a 
fingular appeal, with t^at air of calmnefs 

fo 
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fo difficult to be affumed by the agitated 
heart of the relater, yet fo neceffary to 
give the relation its due weight with thofe 
who hear. The very attempt at con- 
quering my anxieties, diminifh'd the cour- 
age which owed its vigor to them, and I 
was a thoufand times on the point of 
returning to Winbrook, and trufting 
my reputation to the internal confci- 
oufnefs of integrity. The time howe- 
ver, elapfed in refle6tion, and I rattled over 
the ftones of Piccadilly before I had fuf- 
ficiently coUefted myfelf to know in what 
manner I fhould beft regulate fo ftrange an 
intrufion . oji . Lady Alnxerftone. Every 
idea, and every fear, however, were 
loft in Qnc powerful fe^fation of ter- 
ror, on being fuddenly overtaken by Sir 
George Irwin> who gallop'd up at the mo- 
ment when my carriage ftppt. Eagernefs,. 
perturbation, and anxiety, were ftrongly 
depifted on his countenance: he alighted 
initantly on catching my eye^ and opea- 

H 5 inj 
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ing the door before the fervant had time, 
told me, as he ofiFered his hand, that he. 
had been in purfuit of me above an hour. 
— What he added, I know not, Senfible 
that I had left him engaged in efcorting 
Lady Melrofs, and without a thought re* 
lative to me, unable to account for the 
abfence of Mr. Obrien, and uncertain 
what might have been the condu£l of Lord 
Melrofs, or whether accident had not ef« 
fefted the meeting I ftruggled to prevent, 
I read every thing horrible in the coun- 
tenance of Sir George, and funk into fo 
ftrong a fit, as required all the efforts of 
art to recover me. By the kind attenti- 
on of Lady Almerftone, (to whom the ce- 
remonies of introdu6lion were thus ren- 
dered unnecefTary) that recovery was ef- 
fefted. I feemed indeed to ** live at 
once," for the moment fenfe retum'd, it 
was with that exquifite keennefs of recoI« 
leQion terror only infpires. *' You come. 

Sir 
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Sir George," faid I, *' to prepare me for 
jbine horrible event ; and this weaknefs of 
conftkution may well teach you to expe£)i 
die fame of mind. Tell me, however, 
immediately, inftantly, the very worft; 
and afliire yourfdf, that I can fuftain e- 
l^ery thing but' uncertainty," 

**Sir George comes to prepare you for 
■lany events, my dear,'' faid Lady Al« 
merftone, with an air of concern. 

** For mjnjr events ! Ah, Madam, there 
is but one in the wfaote univerfe "—I 
fii^t; unconquerable emotion filenced 
me ; while fo exceffive a tremor pervad- 
ed my whole frame, as feem'd little (hort 
of the laft pang of nature. Lady Almer<« 
ftone, and Shr George, look'd at one a« 
iiother with the dubious air of people who 
know not whether to conceal or avow a 
fecret, till they were urged to the latter, 
by my reiterated intreaties. 

" When I left you. Madam, to attend 
Lady Melrofs^'' faid the Baronet^ at length, 

H e ''it 
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^' it was (as you indeed know) with the 
intention of feeing her off, and return- 
ing immediately to Mount-Herbert, to 
endeavour at a reconciliation between her 
and my Lord. We had fcarce, however, 
parted, when, by an exprefs from the 
fervants who attended* her, the latter in- 
tenti^on was defeated ; — fhe has eloped" — 

^' Eloped!" repeated I, breathing again 
at an intelligence fo fhort of my fears, 
'' Lord Melrofs then * ' 

*' The reft we will defer till you are 
better," faid Lady Almerftone. "with the 
affurance only, that no other ill confe- 
quence has arifen from this circumflance 
at prefent, than the confirmation of thofe 
fufpicions, which had long fallen on Mr, 
Obrien." 

*' Defer, Madam!" I eagerly exclaim- 
ed, ** Ah, no, no, I can never be better, 
till I have hear4 all. Lord Melrofs then, 

and Mr, Obrien, have not met/' 

^They 
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** They cannot ; for with regret I add, 
that Mr. Obrien is the companion of her 
flight " 

" To the bafenefs of a pretended in- 
difpc^tion,** faid Sir George,yfay which, 
flie prevail'd on me to let her pafs the 
night at the farm, Ihe was guilty enough 
to add an aflignation ; the people of the 
houfe, accuftom'd to obey her, willingly 
conveyed a note to Mr. Obrien. He ful- 
fill'd the appointment it contain*d, and 
mifs'd Lord Melrofs and you, Madam, on- 
ly by a few moments." At this part of Sir 
George's fpeech, I ftarted, recollefted the 
very candles which were burning for them 
on our entrance at the farm, and ftiudder- 
ing, adored in filence that Providence, 
which had fo Angularly prevented a rm- 
contrc that muft have been fatal in its con- 
fequences. '' But can it be poffible, Ma- 
dam ? And is this all ?" faid I, addrefling 
myfelf to each by turns, with a mixture 
of gratitude and impatience, that almoft 

feem'd 
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feem'd to amount to joy.— The filence of 
both again flruck terror on my lieart, and 
overwhelmed my frame. 

** Whether it will relieve your apjurehen* 
fions to tell or conceal the worft, I ain at^ 
a lofs to difcovcr/' faid her Ladyfhip, 
after a paufe. " Prepare however, for 
a nearer grief; a more alarming, and 
even a more difgraceful event ; but Ici 
your courage rife with the occafion^ 
and, be aifured of the kindeft pro- 
te6tion, both from my Lord, and myfelf.** 
—Oh, my dear, how dreadful was this pre- 
paration ! ready by turns, to ftart out inta 
phrenzical impatience, to wafte my very 
foul in tears, or yield up all its powers, at 
once into infenfibility, I remained apparent-^ 
ly torpid only from my exceflive anxiety 
to learn more, whilft the contrary impulf- 
es, prefEng at once upon my heart, fwell'd 
it almoft into burfting. 

" Mr. Obrien,'* continued Lady Aimer- 
ftone, ^^ had a motive for his flight, that 

efFcQually 
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effeflually forbids his return. I need not 
tell you, that he has long ago been ru- 
ined as far as a gamefter can be fo ; and 
the failure of Davenport, by ftripping him 
of that ideal property on which he traf- 
ficked, reduced him to a dangerous alter- 
native. In a word, by a forged accep* 
tance of a note, drawn by himfelf, he is 
become amenable to the laws of his coun- 
try, and knows not whether its juftice 
may not even now purfue him." She 
fibpt ;— *but I was filent. Shocking, dif- 
graceful, overwhelming, as this intelligence 
appeared, it was at that moment fo unex- 
pe&ed, fo remote from any I had prepar- 
ed myfelf for, that the torrent of my ideas 
feem'd totally fufpended, and left me as 
much aftoniih'd as touched.— —She con- 
tinued,—-— 

" The circumftances that firft excited 
fufpicion, occurred at our bankers, and 
fortunately at a time when my Lord hap- 
pened to be prefent. The names of the 

parties 
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parties on both fides, ftruck him with a 
furprife, not unpaingled with apprehenfi* 
gn, and he had the prefence of mind to 
requeft a private examination into the af-' 
fair/- Again Ihe paufed, but perceiving' 
I only wept, proceeded. 

*^That examination, fufficiently proved 
the fraud ; and Mr. Obrien not being to 
be found, (for it was at the time oS 
the fire laft night, that he was ibught) 
application was made to Sir WiJliaair 
Nugent, (now Lord Killarlo) before tJiCi 
difgrace of a public enquiry was in- 
curred. His Lordfliip, however, declined 
interfering "— ^ — 

*' It was like him,'' interrupted I, with* 
an indignation I could not reprefs. . ^ f 

" And the generofity of him who Ihould 
have been the profecutor," added het- La* 
dyfhip, '* alone has refcued Mr. Obrien 
from infamy." 

. '^ And who, Madam, is this generous 
friend?" 

'^' That," 
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" That/' return'd fhe, half fmiling, '' it 
is not at prefent of ecnfequenee to know. 
—The alarm incident to the difcovery had 
fufficiently awaken'd the fears' of Mr, O- 
brien, who has probably fome chain of 
conneftions, by which he gain'd under- 
hand information. I have told you, he 
was not to be traced. It now plainly 
appears that he was with Lady Mel- 
reft, at the farm ; and her elopement 
to-day, leaves us no room to doubt but 
th^ir route is the fame. The note 
therefore lies dormant for awhile, that 
a reftraining power may be held o-' 
ver Mr. Obrien; it will, however, be 
paid when our plans for extricating you 
from him are regulated, nor has he any 
aflual caufe to fear a profecution. He 
has doubtlefs by this time, almoft reach'd 
the Continent ; caution and prudence may 
therefore filence all furmife : the de- 
rangement of his affairs, will be a very 

fafhionable 
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fefhionablc and plaufible reafon for hii 
vkbdrawing, and your conduft, my dear, 
yihh the protection, my X.ord and myfelf 
will be now happy to extend, will fuffici* 
entiy ftamp you wkh the reiped, he ban 
forfeited." 

Her Ladyflup paufed here^ with an aur 
more coUe£led and chearful than flie had 
hitherto s^med« Deceived by the ap^ 
parent ftoicifm with which I had fuftaiu'd 
fhis ihock, ihe fuppofed me infenilble to^ 
or prepared for it, and waited in fileiice 
for my reply. Alas ! I had noffe toofier. 
^•-Relieved from the fanguinary vifions 
which had floated before me, I had re* 
^ired for a moment moi e freely ; it feeing 
ed neceflary to expel one fear, before my 
foul had room for a fecond. But how 
dieep, how infupportable was the imprefr 
fion of that fecond, when it rulh'd upon 
me. Two years ago, a fortunate and hap* 
py being, X look'd round upon the whole 
i^niverfc, and thought it made for me.-— 

Every 
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£very voice was then mufic to my ear» 
and every eye conveyed adulation to my 
£bul. The charms of nature, the luxuries 
of art, by turns, elevated or attraSed me: 
the fun ro(e but to bring me health, and 
fist to invigorate it. Now, broken in con« 
ftitution, ruined in fortune, obloquy and 
contempt feem'd my portion ; the bound* 
ieft ocean of the world, tay vainly ftretch* 
ed out before me, whilft my aching heart 
fluttered over its billows, like a tired bird* 
to whom the whole horizon affords not a 
rafting place. Even the vices of Mr. O* 
brien funk beneath their attendant mife* 
^es^ and the wafte of ruin that over* 
whelm'd us both, form'd, for the firft time^ 
an ideal union. I remember'd nothings 
thought of nothing but the fingle incident 
that thus wound up my fate, and in ceaf* 
ing to hear the voices of Lady Aimer- 
ftone, and Sir George, I alone recoUeQed 
tl^ey had been fpeaking. Both, had in* 
deed, by turns addrefl me, and engrofs'd 

with 
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with the care of confoling, perceived not 
that their confolations were unheard. Sir 
George, at len^gtb, took his leave ; and 
when Lady Almerftone. informed me, that 
he was the generous friend on whom the 
fraud had been committed, and by whom 
the difcovery had been fuppreft, every 
fofter fenfation return'd in tears upon my 
foul, and with gratitude, its virtues, aud- 
its hopes revived^ . > 
. • - \ 

It was , now, ho longer time, to diflemble 
wkh friends, who had proved themfelves 
truly fuch. I therefore avow'd the whole fe- 
cretof my union with Mr. Obrien, in order 
to vindicate my charafter from a choice, 
that muft forever difgrace it ; and accept- 
ing the proteftion offer'd me, once more 
ventured to look forward. 

I need not add, that this whole tranfi 
aHion will to the world, remain (till an In- 
violable fecret. Should Mr. Obrien re- 
turn. 
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turn, or any channel of communication be 
open'd between us, 1 have now power to 
demand a feparate maintenance. For 
him, reduced to poverty, to meannefs, 
to contempt, — a prey to pride, and paf- 
Cons he can no longer gratify, my heart 
fiucerdy feels : but oh ! it bleeds for the 
erring and unfortunate woman who has put 

• her fate irretrievably into his hands. Mr. 
Obrien, it is true, is never brutally cruel, 
becaufe he is fo fanguine and vain, that 

" his difappointments rarely four him be- 
yond the moment. But on that frail bar- 
xier jefts all her proteQion. . For as he is 
nothing from principle, fo he is every thing 
£roih caprice. But why return to ufelefs 
difcuffions ? Can the man who wants a 
heart, diflFufe any thing but mifery ? He 
needs no borrow'd weapon to wound the 
Ijofom of another; every feeling it i3 
enriched with, prefents him a dagger. Sir 
.William Nugent, is I find at laft, dignified 

with 
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with the iitle t>f Right Honorable.—— A 
title indeed ! may it prove the incitemeift 
to virtue, fince it is not its reward. 

Lord Almtrftone has difpatch'd hid 
fteward to Winbrook, m order to prefervc 
what remains from the wreck. That Lord 
Melrofs fliould fo feafonably interpofe for 
my refcue^ was^ I found, owing to the a- 
larm which reach'd him on the road from 
RichmcMid to Mount-Herbert; various 
meffengers having been difpatch'd for an 
engine. Ah, how valuable is that life he 
has preferved. 

Write to me 1 conjure you ; I dare not 
alk you to come. There was a time, 
when I was fortunate enough to Tee thft 
friend of my heart, without rcftraint. But 
ftlmoft a ftranger myfclf under this rooii 
we Ihould both be oppreft with the fonna- 
lity of a woman who has no other fault. 



f. 
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Tell me how Lord Melrofs condu6b 
himfelf, what are his fentiments of me,— • 
but above all, what is the matter with his 
arm. It gave him more pain, I am fure, 
than he would acknowledge, and I 
have fince remembered that he faid, the 
fervant had been driving him*— -Adieu, 
mod bdoved friend. 



LXT. 
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LETTER CXXL 



To Mrs. Obrien — From Lady Heidi 

Nugent. 



Richmond. 
A Terrible event has «xtinguifli*d 
^ ^ every feeling but pity for the un- 
fortunate Janetta. Alas, my dear, Ihe 
vill never live to realize thofe fcenes 
of erring enjoyment Ihe had dared to 
plan. An early, and unprepared vic- 
tim to the paft, the dreadful future will, 
1 hope, be a merciful one. For Obrien, 
•Great God, how vaft, how heavy will be 
his account. 

Not to keep you in fufpenfe, Lord Mel- 
Tofs yefterday received a ftrange, and al- 
moft unintelligible fcrawl from the miftrefs 
of fome paltry Inn, ori the Kentiih road, 
informing him^ that a woman who call'd 

hcrfelf 



L » 
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herfelf his wife, (the* il was plain the wri- 
ter confider'd her in a very different light) 
had ftopt there with a gentleman in tho 
way to Dover, on finding herfelf fuddeH- 
\y taken ill, ajs it is fuppofed from a fright, 
on being attack'd by two highwaymen.— 
That left by her compar.ion, fhe had b^en 
delivered prematurely of a dead child, and 
^as not expe&ed long to furvive. It con- 
cluded with an addrefs to his charity, and 
a requefl that the relief might be imme- 
diate. Edward fays, that Lord Melrofs was 
deeply affefted. — How indeed could he be 
otherwife. The very ftile of the letter 
cofl me floods of tears, A woman, born 
in the very lap of luxury, taught to loofe 
forward to every view that renders life de-t 
firable, yet in the bloogi of youth, and 
poffeffed of perfonal beauty enough to 
impoverifh her whole fex, reduced thus to 
vulgar fcorn, or vulgar charity, axxd/elf-ve^ 
duced too— I needed not to recolle61: in her 
the companion of my earliefl years, to call 
Vol. IV. I forth 
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forth all my fcnfibility, I would have 
gone to her — ^but that was not deem'd 
proper. Lord Melrofs, however, made it 
his urgent requeft that my mother fliould« 
She IS accompanied by his Lordfhip*s chap- 
lain, Mr. Powell, Mn Nugent, and every 
medical affiftance« 

Forgive me, if in the agitation of my 
fpirits, I do not reply at length to yours : 
—you muft furely have learnt by this 
time, that Lord Melrofs received the hurt 
in his arm in a duel with my brother.- — 
The latter i^ ftill at Richmond, and yoii 
will fee by my date that I am with him. 
^— His wound is painful, but not danger- 
ous, being in the flefli only. That of 
Lord Melrofs was trifling, or he could 
hot have drove you at all, tho* in order 
to lead Mr. Nugent into the opinion, that 
he was difabled from meeting Obrien, he 
voluntarily magnified it. I cannot with- 
hold 



/ 
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liold my forgivenefs, but I confefs, I 
think Ke might have borne much from a 
brother of mine.— -Adieu, my dearefl 
friend. — Keep up your fpirits, Powell 15 to 
write to my Lord ; and I fympathize too 
truly in your anxiety, not to fend you the 
carlieft intelligence of Lady Melroft.— 
Adieu, 



Id L£l^ 
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To the Right Hon. Lord Melrofs—From ■ 
the Rev. Mr. PowcU. 

r 

My Lord, April.' 

T^HE gratitude and refpeft which binds 
-*• me to an implicit compliance with 
your X.ordfhip's commands, was never put 
to fo lingular and fevere a teft as the pre- 
fent ; and I ought, perhaps, to fpare 
your feelings and your delicacy, an ac- 
count which will I fear, fhock both. I 
muft preface it with the awful intelligence, 
that Lady Melrofs is no longer an objeft 
for any other fentiment but that pardon, 
nature and religion equally extend, to 
thofe who C5LII offend no more. 

The Dowager Lady Somerfet, your 
Lordfhip's worthy friend Mr, Nugent, the 
t.FQ xn^dical gentlemen, and myfelf, arriv- 
ed 
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cd here about twelve, and were intro- 
duced to a fcene, which nothing but the 
ftrift injunftion laid profeffionally upon 
me, could have prevented my drawing a 
veil over. In the corner of a mean room, 
even amidft the mean ones with which 
thefe houfes abound, damp with the wea- 
ther, and doubly intolerable by dirt, in a- 
bed, which from its ** tape- tyed curtains, 
never meant to draw," reminded us of that 
in which the diftinguifli'd Duke of, Buck- 
ingham is faid to have expired, lay the 
fcarce lefs diftinguifh'd Lady Melrofs : ap- 
parently lifelefs, livid, and without one 
trace of beauty. What, my I^ord, is 
that animating fomewhat, for the lofs of 
which, the fineft features cannot compen- 
fate ? Lady Somerfet turn'd inftantly faint. 
— Mr. Nugent was much afFefted, and 
both for a moment retired, while Dr. S. 
enquired in a low voice, if the patient was 
afleep. • The woman of the houfe, to whom 
mifery was too familiar to be touching, 

I 3 and 
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and whofe moft refined ideas fcarce ex- 
tended to the keeping within the bare du-. 
ties of humanity, anfwer'd him only by a 
repetition of the queftion in a loud and 
coarfe voice, at the fame time drawing 
kfide the only ferviceable tatter of tho 
curtain. The Lady half raifed her eye- 
lids, and under them I faw the ball roll 
faintly round. InexpreiSbly fhock'd at an 
addrefs we had not forefeen, we inftantly dif« 
inifs'd the woman, and, with all the precaiN 
tion poffible, I mentioned the perfons who 
were arrived, and by whofe defire they 
came. — For a moment fhe Ihrunk into her 
pillow, and feem'd to undergo a convulfive 
emotion; repeating fomewhat I did not 
at iirft underftand, but which I afterwards 
found to be an enquiry, whether your 
Lordfliip was prefent. I affured her, you 
were not; and Mr. Nugent, on his return, 
added thofe confolatory meffages with 
which he was entrufted. On my motion* 

ing 
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mg for the performance of the facred du- 
ties proper to the occafion, the medical 
gentlemen withdrew for a few moments, 
and having written (tho'they confefs'd 
with no other view but that of ftrength-i 
f ning her for converfation) gave it as their 
opinion^ that the rites might for a fhort 
time be delay'd We retired with the in-i 
tentton of returning in the afternoon, but 
abgut four, were aUrm'd with the melan- 
choly intelligence, that the lady was in the* 
agonies of death. We hurried to her 
chamber, where we found her apparently 
beyond every idea of this world. Yet as 
her lips moved with imperfeft founds, 
(which they had done for fome hour^ paft) 
Mr- Nugent drew near, and faid in a tonq 
fuflSciendy loud to be heard by all prefent, 
•* If Madam, at this awful moment, you 
think you owe any reparation to the cha- 
rafter of your Lord, I folemnly, in his 
name, adjure you to make it.** Her ear 
was no longer fenfible of the diflference 

I 4 of 
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of voices ; file feebly raifed her eyes, arid 
fuppofed the fpeaker, to be the firft Avhom 
file faw. 

'^ Lady Somerfet, I think/' faid fhe: 
—the former advanced and took her hand. 
—Lady Melrofs wrung hers. — '* Oh Ma- 
dam, fliowld you fee my coufin die, think 
of me. — Her bed will be furrounded by 
friends, — ker offspring will blefs her — and 
(in a more inward and hollow tone, as if 
ftruggling with bodily and mental anguilh) 
and their bleffings will be heard ; mine " — 
a fingle,* but emphatic glance, fpoke alj 
flie felt. A paufe enfued, during which 
flie made repeated efforts to fpeak, with- 
out being articulate, but at length fue* 
ceeded.' — 

" Powell, give my Lord this, (her ring 
which fhe had grafped in her hand) I re- 
ceived it as the pledge of every earthly^ 
good, had not the fenfe of guilt embitter* 
ed all. That fenfe now furvives every 
dther ;— ^ecay ftrengthens— terror aug- 
ments 
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ments it — I only know that I live, by the / 
dread I feel at dying/* 

** Colledl yourfelf, Madam/' faid I, per- 
ceiving her hand was fufFufed with a cold 
dew, and had a convulfed motion, — "the 
minifter of a Being who is all-merciful, is 
now before you, and will affift your pray- 
ers." The exhortation came too late ; one 
agonizing burft of remorfe lifted her eyes 
with an energy, that had fomewhat Ihock- 
ing in it towards Heaven, jtnd expelled her 
foul forever. 

♦ 

Thus, my Lord, died in an hour when 
fhe was, perhaps, but little prepared for it, 
the young and beautiful Lady Melrofs ; a 
viftim to ^e world. In hen errors many 
participate ; let them tremble left they 
fhould do fo in her punifhment. I can- 
not better conclude, than in the infpired 
language of the Prophet Ifaiah. — '' How 
art thou fallen from Heaven, Oh Lucifer, 
thou Ton of the morning! Thy pomp .is 

I 5 brougbt 
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brought down to the grave, and the noife 
of thy viols,— ^The worm is fpread over 
thee, an3 worms cover thee/* 

Mr, Nugent requefts me to inform your 
Lordlhip, that he fhall be detained here a 
fhort time longer, but means in two days 
at furtheil to relate all other particulars. 

Ifutoc the Honour to remain, my Lord, 

With all due RefpeB, 

Your, Lordjhip^s mojl Oblige^ 

And very humble Servant, 

W, POWJILL, 



LET' 
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LETTER GXXIII. 

Jb Edward Nugent, Efq. — From Lord 

Melrofs. . 

Diear N u oz^ t, . Grojvenor-Sqiuire, 

THE (ingularity of receiving a meffage 
from youthro'^ Bowell^ without even 
a line from yourfelf, or a motive affigncd 
for your fiknce, could not fail to ftrike 
rae with furprife and curiofity. It has 
done more; it has awakened a doubt, of 
which/ 1 have been ftrongjy tempted to 
fatisfy myfelf in perfon. How highly J 
cfteem you, and how much I value the 
efteem I receive from you, it is now unr 
tieceffary to repeat. But there are fome 
points, Mr. Nugent, in which the dear- 
eft friend on earth, ought never to inter- 
fere. I am neither fanguinary nor vin- 
diftive ; but if you know any thin^ of O- 

I 6 brien, 
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brien, and voluntarily conceal it, that mo- 
ment is the laft of our friendfliip. Weigh 
it well ! You are capable of daring 
much where you think you are right: 
^— but this is a fubjeft, on which I can 
no longer endure either difcuffion or ad- 
vice* 



.\ 



Unfortunate Janctta! — Why — but flie 
made her own fate* 

I fend this by Vaughan. He has mjr 
orders to return inftantly ; finee an affir- 
mative, or a negative is all I require : — 
and fliould he be detained three hours be- 
yond the time for polling it, I fhall be 
on the road. If I have written warmly 
impute it to the occafion, and affure your- 
felf, that I am on every other. 

Unalterably yojtrs^ 

Melross. 
LET- 
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LETTER CXXIV. 

To Lard Melrqfs, Grofvenor-S^mrc-^From 

Mr. Nugent, 

Dover, ApriL 
T^HAT 2tmjage from me, my Lorcf, 
-*• fliould excite your fiirprife, was not 
more than I expefted ; tho' I confefs I 
was not quite prepared to hear it expreff- 
ed in fo prerempiory a manner. The 
acknowledgment, that I dare do much, 
where I think myfelf right, is however, a 
fpecies of flattery I ought not to overlook, 
fince it feems extorted from your judg- 
ment, even when difapproved by your 
heart. I am too vain of fuch an enco- 
mium not to aim at proving my tide to 
it, and too confident of your approbation 
to be alarm'd at your injunftions. EC- 
teem, my Lord, is fortunately one of 
thofe poffeffions, .whofe tenure is within 

ourfclves ; 
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ourfelves ; fince acquired only by our vir- 
tues, it can only be loft with them. Your 
doubts, however, as to the motives of my 
ftay were juft. It was indeed Gbrien that 
detain'd me : but I will fpare your Lord- 
Ihip the conftitutional vice of our fex, by* 
arrefting the rifing indignation. Heaven 
has anticipated your vengeance, and whilft< 
it punifhed the feduced, forgot not the fe- 
ducex. Obrien exifts no more. With-- 
out even the fame chances for repentance * 
left to the unfortunate - viSira of his 
crimes, the fame hour almoft brought: 
their punifhmenl, and may the fame hii^ 
manity confign both to oblivion. 

Powell has doubtlefs inform'd you of 
the opinion of the phyficians, that no com* 
fort we might have procured Lady Melrofs 
would be equivalent to the miferies attend^ 
ing her removal. As the circumftances that 
detain'd us at an obfcUre Inn could be no 
fecret, we had more than one enquiry 

into 
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into the fate of the unhappy objeft of 
our attention. About an hour after that was 
decided,! was told aMr.Wyndhamrequeft- 
cdtofeeme.~He was on the road fromDo-- 
ver, (where the ftory I fuppofe was by that 
time fuflBciently known) and enquired into 
the particulars of it, with a degree of 
minutenefs, my countenance fpoke me ill- 
difpofed to enter upon*. He grew confci- 
ous of an imprc^riety, and apologized 
for adding one queftion more, which vas", 
** whether Obrien was not fuppofed to 
have made for France ?" — I readily repli- 
ed in the affirmative. ** He will then ne- 
ver return alive,'* faidhe abruptly. ** As 
I landed to-day I faw his body brought 
in to be own'd, fo disfigured, that the ini- 
tials on his handkerchief alone awakened 
my fufpicions. The fellows that took him 
up, fhew'd me his watch, and other valu- 
ables, and i engaged to inform Lord Kil- 
lariox)f the bufinefs, as foon as I arrived 
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in town." For this aftonifhing intelli- 
gence, I could only return my ackpoW' 
ledgments, and inftantly endeavour to in- . 
veftigate the truth. Leaving therefore to 
Powell the charge of writing to your 
Lordfliip, I track'd the fteps of Obrieq, 
till I loft him by a crofs road, into which 
he had ftruck, on quitting Lady Melrofs* 
— The evening of the day after, howe-> 
ver, he reach'd Dover; the packet had 
failed ; and whether urged by a motive 
of fear, impatience, or caprice, now never 
to be afcertained, tho' probably the for- 
mer, as an underhand enquiry had alrear 
dy been made after his perfon, (doubtlefs 
by fome emiffary from London) he in- 
ftantly pofted to Deal, and embark'd in a 
cutter for Boulogne. Heaven, however, 
liad mark'd him. — The veiFel was fcarce off 
the coaft, whena hard gale blew it out of the 
intended courfe, nor could the failors make 
either coaft, while the clofing of the night 
left them ill mann'd, and ill provided to en- 
counter 
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counter any danger. 'JThe wind continued 
with a violence, of which there has been no 
example for many years paft, and the waves 
of the enfuing mprning wafh'd a corpfe 
afhore, that fufficiendy declared the cataf- 
tro1)he. The crew lay under water— or at 
leaft, were not jdifcovered till the Mon- 
day fucceeding ; when two bodies were 
found near Folkftone. All traces of 
identity would, however, haVe been loft, 
had not Mr. Obrien's pocket-book, which 
, contain d letters and notes (both defaced, 
the feals excepted) infpired a curiofity, 
many other valuables confirmed. This 
account I difpatch'd by exprefs to Lord 
Killarlo, as his own arms were on one of 
the letters ; and won from his pride, (with 
Mr. Wyndham's interpofition) what I fear 
his humanity would have denied. 

The being, however, who liv'd at war 
with fociety, the juftice of Heaven or-» 
daind Ihould die unregretted by it. A 

hundred 
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hundred eyes, probably have pafs'd with 
vulgar curiofity, over the remains of Mr* 
Obrien, but not a fingle tear has yet faU 
len for him, and the fufeeptibk Lord Kil-* 
larlo, received the Undertaker and the- 
bill of fare, nearly at the fame moment. 

Mrs. Obrien will have this account front 
Lady Helen, to whom I have written^ 
and your Lordfhip will learn thro' that 
channel, the fituation of her fpirits, ancfe 
her health. Heaven has, by a fingular 
interpofition, freed you both. Whether 
happinefs even when apparently felf-de-*- 
pendent, can be permanent, it remains for: 
the future to decide* I think I now ftand> 
acquitted for that fecrecy of which you 
were fo jealous* Another tim«, my Lord, 
you will, perhaps, be more juft : and af- 
fure yourfelf, I could: not fo eaiily have 
fatisfied my pride, had it not been in- 
demnified, by the opportunity of obliging 

you. 
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you. 1 difpatch Vaughan iipmedlat^, 
and Ihall follow him at leifure. 

Ymrs Jtnccrely^ 

Edwakd Nuo£NT* 



L E T- 



I 



»88 E R R O R S O F 



LETTER CXXV. 

To Edward Nugent, Efq.—Frcm Lady ffdcn 

NugmL 

D^r Edward^ GroJvenor^Stjuare, May. 

O ATISFY the impatience of Lord Me!- 

^ rofs, and tell him Mrs. Obrien is out 

oT danger. He fends nle a dozen notes 

in an hour, at every one of which, La- 

diy Almerftone's face grows longer and 

graver ; nor dare I be guilty of the hor* 

rid indecorum of addrefling this to hi* 

Lordfliip, left (he fhould think, I encou* 

rage an unfeafonable declaration.*— Dr. 

S. confirms what I have faid of our 

friend : — her fpirits are wholly overfet^ 

but time and tendernefs will reftore thero, 

fince fhe is not naturally either vapouriih, 

or confumptive. Adieu — I fhall be at home 

by eleven. 

Youn mojl affeSlionately^ 

Helen -JJ^went^ 
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LETTER CXXVI. 

W^ Mrs. Olrien. — From Lady Helen 
fiji Nugent. 

M0y. 
T Find myfelf fo much indifpofed to-day, 
•*• my deareft Sophia, that I fear I Ihall 
not be able to call on you. — ^Do not how- 
ever be alarm'd, it is only a fore throat : 
but write me a few lines, if poffible, or 
we Ihall all be undone here. I have al- 
ready had a great many civil enquiries 
from Lord Melrofs about my health, which 
I perfeftly underftand to be a genteel 
method of turning me out of the^ houfe. — 
But, with his Lordlhip's leave, he muft 
fret, and I muft nurfe ; for fo Mr. Nu- 
gent and the Doftor have pronounced. 

Have you mentioned to Lady Almer- 

ftone your intention of going with us to 

" Mulberrj[* 



; 

^ 
■< 
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Mulberry-Mount ? We will fet oul 
whenever you are perfeftly re-eftab- 
liflied. For my own part, I cannot no¥» 
be too foon there, and flatter myfelf the 
journey will be of fervice to both ; furc 
I am that the idea of your company, will 
conduce to the happinefs, if not to the 
healthy of 

Ymr affeSionate, 
H. Nugent* 



LET 
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LETTER CXXVIL 

To Lady Helen Nugent — From Mrs^ 

Ohien. 

Grojvenor- Square, June. ^ 

YOUR tender folicitude, my deareft 
friend, with regard to my health, I 
iam impatient to relieve. — Affure yourfelf, 
that your fociety and your fympathy, have 
<ione more for me, than perhaps, the 
nvhole faculty could have effefted. I 
am better than you would fuppofe poffibJe, 
after fo fevere an indifpofition. — But I 
inuft have had a ftrange conftitution^in- 
tieed, had it fuftain'd fuch fucceffive and 
horrible attacks, without being fhaken.— 
It had borne much ; a little, a very little 
was wanting; and, tho* freed by melan- 
t:holy events from an infupportable bond- 
age, taught to look forward to love, to 
ibitune, to all thofc brilliant chimeras 

which 
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^hich mifled my lefs matured undcrftand- 
ing, it is not inftantaneoufly, that the ex- 
haufted heart can refume its capacity for 
happinefs. Tears have been fo long its 
predominant expreffion, that even joy 
fometimes involuntarily borrows that Ian* 
jguage ; 

*' The caufe remov'd, habitual griefs remain 5 
*' And the foul faddem, with the ufe of pain." 

I have confider'd, and re-confider'd, in 
yain, upon the poffibility of my accom- 
panying you to Mulberry-Mount. Lady 
Almerftone feems fo fully to eypeft my 
ftay with the family, nay, has even ex- 
prefs'd her defire of precipitating their 
journey into the country, on my account, 
in fuch friendly terms, that tho' to efcape it 
is the warmeft wiftj of my heart, I have not 
courage to offer the moft diftant hint of 
the kind. The ftruggle has made me for 
fome days pafl fo palpably reftlefs, and 

abfent^ 
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sbfent, dbat fixe has doubled her afliduities ; 
and 1 have been reduced to put a the* 
rough conftraint upon myfelf, left my re^ 
vcrie fhould be imputed to a latent^ and 
lefs pardonable caufe. — Adieu : — they will 
not allow me to be as well as I feel my- 
felf^ and oblige me to lay down ftiy pen. 

s. o. 
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LETTER CXXVIir. 

To Mrs, Obrien.'^from Lady Helen 

Nugent. 

Stanton- Audley, June. 

THE firft vifitor J received on my re- 
tufh from you, was Lord Melrofs.-^ 
He came to aflure himfelf of your re- 
covery ; — to afk a thoufand queftions ; — 
to hear every thing; — lo hope every 
thing ; — to hear nothing ; — to be very me* 
iancholy ; — very capricious ; and, in Ihort, 
truly the lover,— -This, I know, is a lan- 
guage you do not allow, N'importe^ my 
dear friend, I could not help myfelf, nei* 
ther can you. The man is very deeply 
in for it :-^he fighs, makes long fpeech- 
es ; — talks of efteem, refpeft, and an old- 
fafhion'd fet of feelings, only to be re- 
membered by his great grandmother. — r. 
For the moft charming- part of- the bufi- 

nefs, 
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tlefs, is, that love is banifli'd his vocabu- 
lary, atpxefent, till both have: ** blanch- 
ed their fables," and the one may ut- 
ter, and the other liften to that formida- 
ble word, without glaring impropriety.-^ 
The intelligence, that you did not go 
with us to Mulberry-Mount, was quite 
unforefeen .*-— ^I hope it has not deprived 
his Lordfliip totally of the ufe of fpeech ; 
but he dealt amazingly after, in thoughtful 
bows,— vacant fmiles, and all thole vague 
affirmatives, which prove the fpeaker to be 
totally ignorant that he is fuch. To fay the 
truth, tt\y dear, I know not whether, for 
many reafons, it is not beft you (hould re- 
main fome time longer with Lady Al- 
merftone. Your health is in a very de- 
licate (I dare not alarm myfe^, by faying 
dangerous) ftate* I fhall foon be confined; 
/ you muft not fliare that confinement, if 
you mean to live ; and your tenderriefs 
would but too much incline you to fhewme 
^very attention* Even' when I recover, it 

K k may 
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may not be in my power abfolutely to 
forbid Lord Melrofs from vifiting us, and 
I have my <ioubts as to his philofophy in 
forbidding himfelf. When you meet, 
let it be at Mulberry - Mount, and 
tjoelcome: but as to making that the bar- 
rier between you, affure yourfelfit will 
never do. You will chide me for not be- 
ing ferious. In truth, I do not want fen- 
fibility, — let me fay humanity; for in 
this inftance, that only is neceflary. — 
Thofe memorable incidents which deprive 
any human beings of enjoyments they hav6 
purchafed with their innocence, muft at 
once imprefs us with pity, and with awe# 
—But when by the caprices of fortune, 
we have been connefled with her viftims, 
a^ftill tenderer fehtiment is added, and 
the foftened heart views even its own blef* 
fings for awhile, thro* the medium oi% 
tears. But it does view them neverthelefs 
>*-thofe tears brighten infenfibly into a 

thoufand 
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thoufand Iris hues, and enrich the hopes 
they ceafe to opprefs. Your mourning, 
was for the life of. Mr. Obricn; and 
whilft I grant much to example, deco- 
rum, and the habits of the foul, I cannot 
forget its deareft wifhes. You are, I am 
fure, fuperior to a falfe delicacy, when 
you know it to be fuch ; I think I fhpuld 
not diflate a coarfenefs; but by refign- 
ing you for awhile to the guidance of La- 
'dy Almerftone, I put it out of my own 
power to lead y-ou into one. 

On Monday we fet off for Mulberry- 
Mount; Lord Melrofs talks of going in* 
to Scotland; merely I believe with the 
intention of being diffuaded from it : for 
** where a man's treafure is, there will his 
., heart be alfo ;" and his perfon is general- 
ly found not far diftant> I (hall take a 
" fhort leave of you in Grofveiior- Square. 
For tho' Lady Almerftone was extremely 
civil during my frequent vifits there, (I 

K 3 YMiS^ 
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might call it, my rcfidence) 1 was not to 
learn, that I am no favorite with her Lady- 
ihip. At that time I was too mifer able a-» 
bout you, to attend to anyone elfe; neither, 
on refle^on, can I blame her. The ac* 
tion in my life which moft contributed to 
its happineft, (I mean, my union with 
•Mr. Nugent) certainly cxpofed me to cen- 
fures, which nothing but the tenor of that 
life can confute. If I can live innocent- 
ly, and die happily, I think I fliall prove 
that 1 chofe well ; if otherwife, as Sir Pe- 
ter Teazle fays, ** the crime brings it^ 
own puniftmeipit.^ 



H, K. 
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LETTER CXXIX. 

\ 

ft 

ToLad^ Htkn Nugent^ MtUieny-Monnt^ 
From Mrst Obrien. 

Grojvenor 'Square, Jvly. 

nnO-MORROW, my deareft friend, 

-*• we fet off with all due pomp for 

Alraerftone-Parkr. — I fay due pomp, fince 

if the ceremony of our journey, anfwers 

to that of our preparation, we fliall grow 

fid before w« arrive there. Yet her La- 

dyfhip is fo thoroughly good with this 

etiquette, fo willing to oblige, and make me 

happy her way, that tho' flie teazes me 

nioft intolerably at this moment, I can- 

• 

npt be angry with her. Now will you 
wonder how fhe can teaze me. — Very ea- 
vfily; tho' (if we may believe the poets) 
rather in an unufual manner for a wo- 
man ; — by holding her tongue. For tho' 
Lord Melrofs has been with Lord Aimer- 

K 4 ftone 
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ftone for two hours this morning, tho' 
her Ladylhip certainly knows the pur- 
port of their converfation, and tho' fhe 
cannot but guefs J have fome curiofity 
to be inform'd, yet has fhe forborne even 
to indulge my ears with the name. All 
this, I am fure fhe thinks neceflary, and 
prudent, or fhe would not do it ; and yet 
I mufl confefs, prudence never wore an 
unpleafanter afpeft to me, than on this 
occafion. As his vifit was to Lord Almer- 
ftone, there was nothing fingular, in hi« 
not requefting to fee me* fince none of the 
ladies were vifible : and thus, behold us 
feparated, perhaps, for life. I could find 
in my heart to believe I have a pre- 
fentiment. And indeed fo many flrange 
events have occurred to overturn, as well 
as to favor my views, that I might be ro* 
mantic, without being abfurd. 



I 



I am obliged to break off, — I don't 
know wjiy I wrote; — I believe it was 

to 
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to tell you my pkafure on hearing you 
were arrived at Mulberry- Mount, and to 
aflure you, that my health continues to 
mend. How does my fweet boy softer his 
journey ?^ — Remember me kindly to him, 
to Mr. Nugent, to all. — And pity me, 
Gondemn'd to courtefy, and be dull, here, 
whilft my heart is with you^ — Adieu.. 



i 
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LETTER CXXX. 

To Lady Helen Nugent — From Mrs. 

Obrien. 

A. Park, July. 

ALMERSTONE-PARK, tho' it has 
not the fame advantages with Mount- 
Herbert, either in regard to piQures, 
architeSure, or ornamentals of every fort, 
is, in fome refpefts, rendered fuperior, 
by the woods which furround it. The for- 
mer, is indeed, perfeQ: of its kind, and the 
beautiful fweep of the Thames, command- 
ing every thing rich and fertile, gives a 
llixuriafnce to the view, not eafily to be 
paralleled, A river, indeed, we have not 
here ; but the fweeteft of all Naiads has 
taken up her refidence hard by, and pours * 
her ftream with fo exquifitc a clearnefs 
thro* the wood, as almoft tempts me to 
turn poet. I wander there in fearch of 

health, 
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health, '* and feel the blefled fun warm 
at my bofom ;*' or turning to the breeze, 
fancy I once more inhale youth, ftrength, 
and happinefs.- 

There is a gentlenefs even in the en- 
joyments of the country, which feems to 
charm, without engrofling the mind ; and 
to breathe over it a grateful calmnefs, more 
approaching to the happinefs of the divinity 
in proportion as it appears lefs a fenfation of 
pieafure in ourfelves, than a mild and ce- 
leftial inclination of diffufing it to others. 
Even the very breezes feem fraught with be- 
nevolence and purity, as they blow over the 
landfcape; brightening every beauty, with- 
out crufhing even the humbleft, and dif** 
fafing to mortal bofoms, • a harmony,, not 
unlike tha4: of their native Heaven. En- 
Wthufiaftic as this defcription may feem, it 
is not merely vifionary, fince my happier 
days have frequently realized it j nor did 
I then ever fee the fetting fun, with all 

K 6 ' thofe 
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thofe glorious fcenes which fucceed his 
departure of a fummer evening, without 
feeling myfelf at once more fenfible of 
the blefEngs of this life, and more wor- 
thy thofe of the next. There have in- 
deed fince occurred, whole weeks, in 
which I might fay, with Hamlet, ** It goes 
fo heavily with my difpofition, that this 
goodly frame the earth, feems to* me a 
fteril promontory. This moft excellent 
canopy the air, this brave o'erhanging 
firmament, this majeftical roof, fretted 
with golden fires — why, it appears to me, 
only a foul and peftilent congregation 
of vapours." But the mind, however 
warped, cannot, if naturally good, fail to 
be reftored by a creation fo fimilar; and 
I have long Gnce been convinc'd, that 
if integrity is not happinefs, it is the only 
thing that can fupply its place. 

I have, hopes, from Lord Almerftone's 
account, that the remains of my fhatter'd 

fortune, 
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fortune, will exceed our expeftations. I 
hardly know the event that could give 
me equal pleafure. The greater, as it 
will refcue Mr. Davenport's credit froia 
that fevere cenfure, it would otherwife in- 
cur. The world condemns him; and, per- 
haps, with juftice. .That world, which, 
neverthelefs, furnifh'd him with but too 
many e^xamples of the fatal extravagance, 
by which hundreds in it are daily undone 
Whether an overgrown metropolis is of 
advantage, politically, to a ftate, I am 
not wife enough to determine ; but fure I 
am, it is fatal to the peace, the fortune,- 
and the innocence, of innumerable indi* 
viduals, who fuppofe themfelves feeking; 
only thofe pleafures it affords. To that 
monftrous idol, call'd ton, more wild, more 
unnatural, more fantaftic, than any Si^m, 
' or Pegu, can afford, we daily offer up a h\i^ 
man facrifice, not of blood, but of rea- 
fon. We fhould blufh to bow down to 
it, did not increafing numbers fanftify the 

delufioa^ 
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deliifion. Thus we voluntarily enlarge 
the aggregate, by whofe authority we are 
mifled, and fink the individual, in that- 
great body, individuals only form. Ex- 
travagance becomes a fyftem, and ruin a^ 
mere derangement ; he who fquanders a ► 
brilliant inheritance, or debafes a noble 
name, is fuppofed only to injure himfelf;- 
fociety takes no account of thofe temptati*- 
ons to prey upon it the poor are expoft 
cd to, or thofe more poignant ones to* 
quit it, to which the difhonoured are per*- 
pctually liable. The diflatorial We of a- 
news-paper-fcribbler, announces to the 
world, the fuicide, or- the divorce, which 
fupplies the fucceeding column with ftars, 
daflies, repartee, or doiibk entendre ; while 
the hireling author wraps himfelf up in 
all the pomp of obfcurity and meannefs to 
decide upon tafte, elegance and beauty ; 
the diftant reader receives the mandate and 
fighs to partake ihc imaginary blaze, while 

the 
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the more falhionabk circles read, fmile, 
and emulate :-^weak enough to be vain of 
the applaufe of thofe they defpife, and cor- 
rupt enough to be indifferent to the errors^ 
their example may extend, 



S 

Dd not fuppofe, my deareft friend, that 
I am acrimonioufly cenfuring pleafures I 
can no longer partake. I blame only 
that, inverted ambition by which women 
of fafhion are led to emulate courtezans, 
and noblemen to rival adventurers: to 
place the confequence in a flaming equi- 
page, the arms upon it fufficiently pro- 
claim, and thus fpread that rage of lux- 
wry, which endangers the morals, and de- 
ftroys the happinefs of thofe beneath,— 
It is certainly true, that I have more 
caufe .to feel thefe errors than hundreds 
befide ; fince in fome I have been a par- 
taker, and by others a fufferer : nor am I 
unjufl enough to fuppofe, that either Mr. 
Obrien, or the unfortunate Lady Melrofs, 
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were as corrupt in all inftances, as their 
conduft in a few has denoted. — Their vi- 
ces were progrej(Eve,f and the confequen- 
ces of their errors. — The taftes adopted 
by the one, naturally made the other ne- 
ceffary, and the habit of felf-indulgence 
rendered the neceffity indifpenfable.— - 
There was never a moment in my lifer 
when my pity for both did not attend my. 
cenfure ; but that I may not feem aflFeft-- 
edly to appropriate a falfe, or weak indul- 
gence, I muft - alfo add, that it is^ 
not in my power to avoid affixing a 
heavy condemnation, equally on the liv- 
ing, or the dead, while my reafon points 
out the juftice of it. To arraign thofe. 
who are no more, is indeed, a privilege, 
I have fometimes fear'd to fuj^ort, tho' 
I cannot but think it juft; and for which, 
even you may probably cenfure me ; yet 
as the weakeft, the meaneft, and the moll 
corrupt, all live, in different degrees, ide- 
ally to the future, furely that is a miftaken 

lenity, 
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lenity, which leaves it open to hope, with- 
out the due counterpoife of .fear. Could 
guilt be taught to expe6l the fame anni« 
hilation in the memory, it is prompted by 
^pprehenfion to wifh for, in a ftillmore im- 
portant article, another barrier could be 
thrown down, in addition to thofe fophif- 
try and fafhion have united to undermine, 
and this world would be defied, a$ well as 
the next,-— -Adieu, my dearfricnd* 

S. O* 



l.^t- 
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LETTER CXXXL 

To Ladf Helen Nugent^-^Frotn Mrs^ 

Ohrien^ 

A. Park, July. 

YOUR fortnight*i5 filence could not 
fail, my dear friend, to alarm, and 
perplex me, had not Mr^ Nugent been 
fo kind as to relieve my; anxiety, — Affure 
him of my gratitude for the few lines he 
honour'd me with..* 1 quarrel with them^^ 
only becaufe they were few ; and far from 
wifhing you to write, whillf you continue 
mdifpofedj I enjoin you to the contrary, 
under pain of my total filence ; which,, 
with forrow I confefs, is not at prefent 
a very heavy penalty. 

My life, I think has been, hitherto, pretty 
variouflyengrofs'd. I have been alternately 

fad. 
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fad, fick, anxious : €very thing, but dull ; 
and, ftrange to tell ! this is now amidft 
the lift of my grievances. There is a 
quietnefs, and uniformity, in the ftyle of 
living here, which would be fufficiently a* 
greeable to me, could I be allow'd to in* 
dulge my own refleftions ; but that is out 
of the queftion ; for I am never, alone t 
and the fatigue of maintaining a vague, 
and uninterefting converfation, becomes 
often infupportable. Lady Almerftone ii 
no reader, except of fafliionable book$, 
which unfortunately are not always the 
beft calculated for my ideas of entertain* 
ment. When flie has read, fhe has na 
opinion, till fhe fees the next review* 
-^And when that has furnifhed her with 
one, fhe nev^r defends it. Company, we 
have none, except gentlemen, of which 
we every day at dinner fee three or four ; 
mofl of them officers, from the regiment 
quartered at D, I may literally, how- 
ever, term it feeing them ; for to offer a 
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fingle word, beyond a mere monofyllable, 
to any one, would fix her Ladyfhip root- 
bound in her chair. Their vifits arc 
folely confidered as an interchange of ci- 
vilities between themfelves, and Lord Ah 
xnerftone. They underftand the etiquette 
of the reft of the family, and that every 
thing beyond a profound deference, and 
filent refpeft, would be efteem'd an in- 
truGon. Our dinner, therefore, confifts of 
two entire diftinO; parties. Lady Almer- 
ftone heads her table, with that eafe and 
high -breeding fhe fhews on every occa- 
fion. I fill the right hand; Lady Euphe- 
mia, (her waift very fmall, her hair pow- 
dered very brown, and her little chin 
doubled in, as if the ornaments, on her 
head were burthenfome) graces the left : 
the younger ladies do not make their ap- 
pearance till tea. His Lordfliip and the 
accidental guefts, alone interrupt the pro- 
foxind filence during our repail, and our 

exit 
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exit is made, as foon, as in decency, it 
can ; after which we meet no more.— • 
To this rule there is only one exception, 
in a Major Burrell ; who, (from what pre- 
tenfions, I know not) is a fort of favor- 
ite with both Lord, and Lady, Almerftone. 
— rHe is a young man ; they call him 
handfome; I Ihould not have efteem'd 
him fo : but he is tall, florid, IheWy, with 
that fort of plaufible underftanding, which 
makes its way frequently beyond the more 
folid. To me he has particularly addreft 
himfelf, on many occafions, in the moil 
infidious manner. — I mean, by an inferred 
refpeft for my opinion, and judgment, 
more flattering than the moft extravagant 
admiration of my perfon. Lady Almer- 
ftone, who fometimes breaks thro' her re- 
ferves fo far as to converfe with him, is 
not difpleafed with the attention he fliews 
me, as flie looks upon the Major to be aman 
of diftinguifti'd underftanding ; tho' did ffie 
entertain an idea^ that his politenefs amount* 

cd 



ti4 ERRORS OF' 

ed to gallantry, I queftion whether he 
would be admitted again to the honor of 
her notice. Let hin^ keep his owji fe» 
cret, however, and I fhall not betray it.— 
We mull love, or hate thofe, whom we 
think of confequence enough to be no- 
ticed on fuch occafions ; and my heart is 
too remote from all who furround me here, 
to lay me under the neceffity of aiking it the 
queftion. 'Strange that the very tranquil* 
lity we court, fhould not be empowered to 
make us happy. 

Helas ! ou done chercher, ou trouver h bonheur ?— • 
£n tout lieu, en tout terns, dans toute la Nature^ 
Nulle part tout cntier, partout avec mefurc, 
£t partout paflager, hors dans fon feul Auteur* 
II eft femblable au feu, dont la douce chaleu^ 
Dans chaque autre element en fecret s'infinuS^ 
Defcend dans les rochers, s'el^ve dans la nue, 
Va rougir le corall dans le fable des Mers, 
£c vit dans les gla^ons qu'ont durci ies hivers* 



My 
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My boafted tranquillity has, however, 
been difturbed by a trifli-ng circumftance. 
-—The charm is diflblved, and Lady Al* 
inerftone has fpoken. Spoken, of Lord 
Melrofs, my dear, I was not all ear^ that 
is a weak term, but rather all foul ; and 
what is worfe, all fcarlet, from furprize, 
and perturbation. She began, by alking 
me if I thought there would be any im- 
propriety in her admitting a vifitor, to 
whom I was the chief attraftiom With 
an eagernefs, I ftiould afterwards moft 
wofully have regretted, I was going to 
anfwer in the aflfirmative ; when, proba- 
bly recollefting fhe had afk'd me an auk- 
ward queftion, (he added, with a fmile, that 
flie was not quite clear whether^fhe ought to 
refer it to my decifion : fince the vifit, tho' 
meant at, was not direfted to me. " In 
fhort," continued her Ladyfhip, ^* my fon, 
and Lady Maria, will foon be here. We 
have long promifed to go down with them 
into Devonfhire, and the chief defign of 
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their journey, is to requeft your compft^ 
ny. That part of the Colonel's letter, 
which relates to Lord Melrofe, you will 
fee." She put it into my hand i but it 
might have heen Hebrew : for the power- 
ful effeft of a name I had not now heard 
for forae months, feem'd to have convert- 
ed me into an idiot, which I^ clearly prov- 
ed by turning the letter twice round, be- 
fore I knew which way to begin it. It did 
not contain, however, above half a dozen 
lines, familiar, and lively enough; mention 
ing that Lord Melrofs was to fhoot with him 
the enfuing months in Devonfhire, and 
had engaged to be of their party to A* 
Park.— The date of the Colonel's letter, 

was Mount-Herbert. And as, in the 

conclufion he faid fomething of Lady 
Maria, and her cecijbeo, I very fairly fup- 
pos'd his Lordfhip had contrived to make 
his party good with one branch of the fa- 
mily> to infure a fmiling reception from the 

other 
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Other, She then mention'd the coriverfa- 
tion he held with Lord Almerftone, the 
day before we left town; which, as I 
truly gueffed, related folely to me ; 
and contained everything I could have 
expefled, from his generofity, or his affec- 
tion. His generofity — Oh, my dear, why do 
we figh at bepg indebted to thofe we moft 
efteem : yet there are moments when I 
look back with regret, on the fortune, 
the youth, nay, even the perfonal advan- 
tages I have loft ; and grieve that I cfaii 
bring Lord Melrofs, no graces, but thofe 
his love beftows on me— idle chagrins !— 
We Ihould never prove, how vain we caa 
be at fome moments, but by the (its of 
humility that feize us at others^ 1 knew 
not 1 thought myfelf handfome, till I 
found out the wonderful fecret, that I was 
no longer fo ; and if I do not lay down 
my pen, I have my doubts whether my 
opinions may not undergo another reverfe^ 
perhaps much more abfurd than the former* 

Vol. IV. L I 



** 



ERRORS OF 



I have juft made a difcovery relative to 
thy lover, the Major, which wilU believe 
jpdt a period to our gallantries. It is ra- 
ther unlucky, to be fure, but the good man 
is married : he forgot it I fuppofe ; and 
probably would not have been forry the 
lethean draught had been convey'd to ^all 
his acquaintance. By having ftrain*d his 
leg, he was prevented from making one of 
bur party at dinner ; and confequently be- 
came the chief topic of converfation there. 
-— ^The gentlemen, were, however, una- 
nimous in their encomiums. *'Burrell, 
was the life of the corps ; an honeft fel- 
low ; a worthy fellow ; one of the moft 
open-hearted fellows upon earth " 

** Pray Sir," fays an old oflBcer at my 
clbo'w, *^ where is his wife ?" 

^' His wife !" return'd one of his warm- 
Cft panegyrifts, — '' Oh aye ! — ^his wife ? — 
V^hy faith^ I don't knew i I believe flie's 

ibmewhere : 
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Jbmewherc : — I faw hef, 'B\>o\ii a month 
ago ! poor devil, in a tniferable conditi- 
on at York. We forwarded a fubfcripti- 
on to fend her Over to her friends, but I 
think (he was fool enough to talk of foU ' 
lowing him/' 

'' Pray," faid Lord Almerftone, with 
fome furprife, " is he married then T' 

" Oh yes, my Lord ! he married about 
a year and a half ago, a woman with a 
pretty jointure, which he contrives to 
fpend ; for I believe Ihe has feen but lit- 
tie of it fince." 

" Has he any family ?'* 

*' He had a good fine boy : but I fancy 
Burrell does not trouble himfelf much^ 
either about the fon or the mother/* - > ■ 
Lord Almerftone changed the converfati- 
on : his Lady dropt her eyes„ as (he does 
when (he is. difpleafed; and I fecretly 
forra'd my determinations, as to the wor- 
thy, honeft, pleafant Major BurrelU, 

La Ott 
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On Monday -next our party is expeflt- 
•cd from Mount-Herbert ; Oh, how many 
'heart-flutterings have I to undergo before 
that period arrives^ I have fubmitted im- 
plicitly to Lady Almerftone's judgment, 
in regard to the decorum of my meeting 
with Lord Melrofs. As he. goes with the 
Colonel into Devonfhire, his flay here, fhe 
fays, will be ftiort ; (fliort indeed, fince we 
are now in Auguft) and, if it is thought 
improper, that his Lordfliip fhould be of 
the fameparty withme^ ftiewilleitherremain 
at the Park; and make it a mere excurfion 
for the gentlemen, or confent to my vifiting 
you. I did not tell her my opinion that 
this {hooting fcheme was a pretence, and 
never intended to be executed ; which, 
however, I cannot help fuppofing : fince 
Lord Melrofs would furely either not 
come at all, or endeavour to prolong his 
•ftay, (if only in compliment) beyond the 
limits of a day, or two. On thefe occa- 
£ons fprtune generally decides fo much 

better 
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better for us, than we can for ourfelves, 
that I have made it almoft a rule, ne- 
ver to interfere, till the laft moment;—* 
-and if fliooting is fo very pleafant an a^ 
mufement, as voluntarily to engage him^ 
—why, pray let him (hoot. — Oh, how 
lightly do we talk, when the heart is at 
eafe. One moment's feriou* doubt, would 
compleatly check this ready pen, which 
the fweet fenfation of happinefs, now 
leaves not under the neceflity of feeking a 
fentiment, 

• 

Adieu, my dear friend ! — When your 
health is rellored, let me hear from you ; 
and be affured, that; valued health, is ever 
an objeft for the prayers of, 

YwLT affeSlionate, 

S. O. 
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LETTER CXXXII. 

Jb Latfy Helen Nugent — From Mrs. 

Ohrien. 

A. Park, Avgufl. 

AND fo you have really made me the 
dupe of a kind artifice, and brought 
us a little girl, whilft 1 fuppofed you 
only thinking of it. Mr Nugent's fecond 
letter* was indeed a furprife upon me ; 
and the intelligence of your danger, at 
the very moment, probiaibly, when I re-, 
ceived his firft, made me tremble even on 
refleftion. He aflures me you are now 
beyond all apprehenfion : and it is on oc- 
cafions like this, we feel the value of a 
fincerity in which we can confide ; fince, 
even where my heart is moft feeling* 
ly alive to doubt, and anxiety, it can 
fo firmly repofe on his. May Heaven, 

my 
•Omittei 
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my deareft friend, extend your bleffings, 
with your ties ; and return upon your own 
bofom, all that happinefs, you fo well 
know how to difFufe !— — A little incideit 
has occurr'd, fince my laft, which has 
ibock'd, interefted, and agitated me ; and 
as this will not reach you, till well, 
enough* to fupport the relation, I may 
vehture to make it. 

When I told you, I had form*d my 
determinations as to Major Burrell, Lwas 
not aware that Lady Almerftone had done 
the fame : her fenfe of morality was 
infinitely too ftrong, to permit her to 
fliew any encouragement, towards a man 
who deferved it fo little, and from not 
feeing him at table, I prefently under- 
^ood, he was no longer a welcome gueft 
there. The morning being remarkably 
cool, and beautiful, we yefterday fet out 
for D, in order to return a vifit, or two. 
Lord Almerftone wifh'd his lady to no* 

L 4 tice» 
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tice,. We were walking flowly along the 
Park, the carriages following, when a 
flaming beau on horfeback, advanced on 
the gallop towards us, whom, on a nearer 
view, we difcovered to be the Major; 
he recognized us, and inftantly difmount- 
ing, gave the reins to his fervant, with 
an air, gay and graceful enough, whilft 
he join'd us. Lady Almerftone look'd 
grave; I was filent; but an unfortunate fit 
of loquacityhadfeized upon the gentleman, 
and he was not to be daunted. He walk- 
ed on with us ; talk'd much ; and laugh'd 
more. About a quarter of a mile 
from the town, whilft we waited for the 
tarriages to draw up, a woman^crofs'd the 
road, from a fhady lane, which is ufcd as 
a foot-path. Her drefs was the fhabby 
genteel; almoft, indeed, below that; a 
flounced petticoat, with a chintz pattern 
gown; a hat, with a hundred ftreamers 
(lying, and a cloak cpver'd with powder. 

Shct. 
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* She turn'd her head from a motive of cu- 
riofity, to view the party, as fhe paft. — 
But what became of me, when I faw, (tho* 
haggard, and alter'd) the features of Mrs. 
Davenport. I did not faint; but a half 
fcream involuntarily efcap'd me, as I 
feiz'd the arm of the Major, who feem'd,. 
indeed, little lefs difconcerted than my 
felf. — The unfortunate objefl: of my atten- 
tion, inftantly knew me, and, without a 
fecond look, walked on abruptly ; whilft 
Lady Almerftone, feeing my eye ftill ea^ 
gerlypurfue her, afl^'d the Major, *' if he 
knew that woman." 

^' That woman," Madam, returned the 
mortified beau, with a profound bow.— '^ 
*' The woman there, Madam, — is — is — i^ 
my wife. — At your Ladyfhip's fervice."— 
One fingle glance, at the conclufion of 
this curious fpeech, compleatly annihilat- 
ed the Major; who look'd, indeed, as if 
he could with joy have ftepp'd up behind 
that carriage, into which he was vainly 

L 5, offering; 
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offering to put us. I was by this timt * 
fo far recovered, as to enter it ; and while 
driving back to the Park, I recounted to 
her Ladyfhip, the caufe of my emotion : 
fhe was touched with it, as well as my- 
felf; and we agreed, that Lord Al- 
merftone fhould order fome examination 
to be made into the ftate of the Major's 
affairs. 

A long, long train of fad refleQions, 
had now, however, taken poffefSon of my 
mind; which Lady Almerflone perceiv- 
ing, enter'd more fully upon an enquiry 
into the paft, than fhe had hitherto done. 
fc— She queftion'd ipe in a very pointed 
manner, as to Mr. Obrien's opinion of 
Lord Melrofs; (to whom, by the bye, 
fhe is extremely partial.) — And whether 
he ever entertained any jealoufy of him. I 
affuredher, I believ'd not ; and that at the 
only period of my life when he could have 
caufe for a furmife, (that is, during his 

Lordihip's 
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Lordfhip's vifit ta Winbrook) he had ne- 
ver exprefs'd any : — fhe afk'd me why he 
difliked him. The anfw^r was obvious.— 
Mi^. Obrien, early funk his fortunef, and his 
talents, in the world ; whilft Lord Melrofs 
gain'd upon it in both. .Could Mr. Obrien 
have made the latter his dupe, it is poC- 
fible he would never have hated him, or, 
could he have made him the partaker in 
his vices, he would, probably, never have in- 
jured him. But failing in either attempt, he 
look'd up to his merits with jealoufy, and 
to his rank with envy. He had difcern- 
ment enough to perceive, that I was, by 
a combination of chances, an objeft for 
the fame fentiments to Lady Somerfet, 
and that nothing was wanting to what 
they would have deem'd the triumph of 
Lord Melrofs, and myfelf, but a con- 
nexion, which, however criminal, was but 
too probable. To awaken me to all the 
Jiorrors of fuch a fituation; before I had 

L .6 tafted 
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tafted its guilty enjoyments, was, undoubt-* 
cdly their chief motive for alarming my 
fears, as to the cenfures of the world ; to 
that world, Mr. Obrien knew Mifs Suth- 
erland was devoted ; nor could there be 
a more fuccefsful method of winning her, 
than by forwarding her views in it. They 
were probably acquainted with each o- 
ther's fentiments, long before any other 
connexion took place; or rather, that 
connexion, arofe from an intimacy fo 
dangerous. For they never loved. 
Love ! that fweet, and powerful enchant- 
ment, which lends a charm even to the 
faults of its objeQ:, and when, unwilling- 
ly, we fee them, ftill makes us flatter 
ourfelves, they are not noticed by the 
world, was unknown to either. It was 
the phantom of the day they fought : I 
have heard them laugh alternately at 
each other, at the moments when they 
muft have been moft intimately connefted: 
and fly from the fweets of a private cir- 
cle, 
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cle, in which they might have mingled 
unobferved, to diffipation^ to glare, to 
the croud, which abforbs every fentiment 
but vanity, and every talent, but that of 
dangerous derifion. The refleflions I was 
making to Lady Almerftone were much of 
this nature, when I was interrupted by a 
note. I knew the hand, and iicken'd at 
the fight ; it ran as follows^ 

*^ A. Burreirs (late Davenport's) moffi 
afFeftionate refpeSs to Mrs. Obrien ;— 
would have taken the liberty of waiting 
upon h^r, had fixe fooner known, that Mrs. 
Obrien had been at Almerftone-Park, but 
was very much furprifed^ at meeting her 
on the road to-day,. 

A Burrell has been very ill, fihce Ihe 
laft faw Mrs, Obrien, but hopes to be able 
when next they meet, to fay fomething, 
in vindication of her conduQ, on a par- 
ticular 
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ticular occafion ; and will come down to 
• A. Park, any evening Mrs. Obrien may 
appoint." 

Watcr's-Strcct, Friday night,' 

If I had been fliock'd at fight of the 
note itfelf, how much more w» I, at the 
ftyle : it Ihattered every nerve. To fall 
in fpirit, as in fortunes, is the diftinClion 
of little minds. Without a ftandard with- 
in themfelves, they fink, or rife upon the 
billows of the world, and know no medi- 
um between pride, and meannefs. Whilft 
the reflefting, and the upright heart, iix- 
^es its own eftimate, is unfortunate, with- 
out being degraded; and imparts an in- 
nate dignity, even to thofe reverfes, which 
deprive it of every external one. 

I wrote a long, and, in fome refpefls, 
impaffion'd anfwer, to this billet. * To 
fee her was impofSble. Had the wound 
I received from her, been inflifled by 

the 
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the hand of a ftranger, I think I could 
more eafily have forgotten it; but ** it 
was my companion, my guide, mine 
own familiar friend," who oppreft my 
youth with forrow, and embittered my 
maturer years with regret. I would have 
done much to ferve her, for flie was un- 
fortunate, but to fee her was, I felt, im-^ 
poflible. 

After a variety of emotions, fo unfore- 
feen, and fo trying, you will imagine I 
am ill-prepared to fee Lord Melrofs,— - 
Yet this day, this very hour, perhaps, we 
are to meet. Oh Heavens! can it be 
poflible! my trembling fingers prove I 
think it fo, and oblige me to break off. 



Will there be no end of thefe tumults ? 
A fervant is juft arrived, to fay, the party 
.will not be here till evening. I am 

growa 
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grown flupid ; I could not fee he had a li- 
very on. 

" Here comes a gentleman," faid I, to 
Lady Euphemia, as we were looking thro* 
the window. 

** Of a new creation," faid ftie fmiling,^ 
** if we may judge by his cape, and his 
cuflFs.'* 

The fears, the anxieties, the flutters of 
my heart, are at length fubfided, — Its 
flutters, did I fey! Oh, no; they are 
but begun. Misjudging world, which gives 
no paflion the name of romance, but that 
which is mofl: ennobling, and mofl: con*- 
ducivc to happinefs; envy, ambition^ 
and revenge, find their advocates, and are 
allow'd to be at leaft, the failings of no- 
ble fouls : whilft love, that divine gift of 
the Creator, which unites each to each, 
and all to ^im, is treated as the delirium 

of 
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of youth ; a mad dream, from which we 
are to derive only reflleflhefs, and regret, 
—But do we ever live fo truly to the 
world at large, as when we imagine we 
exift but for one being in it ? It is then, 
we defire to become truly eftimable. It 
is then, di veiled of thofe light vanities 
which debafe the emulation that excited 
them, we would, rife the objefts of 
univerfal approbation ; proud, to facrifice 
in fecret that little tribute to him for 
whom alone we defired it. Love, has made 
many viftims, it is true ; but could we fee 
the hearts it has humbled, and purified^ 
the virtues (even tho' ideal) it has taught 
thofe hearts to emulate, we fhould oftea 
«fteem it one of the fir ft principles of 
good amidft mankind. 

The moment the carriages drew up to 
the gate, I turn'd fd faint, I thought I 
fhould have expofed myfelf. Fortunate- 
ly it was the clofe of the evening, and the 

greetings 
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greetings between Lady Almerftone, and 
her own family, fufficientlyengrofs'd them. 
—But what do you think that ft range 
man, Lord Melrofsdid! March'd up with 
the moft perfeO; folemnity, after the Cor 
lonel, and faluted her Ladyfhip, who wag 
not at all aware of the compliment; 
whilft I look'd fo extremely filly, as ihew* 
ed I appropriated it. 

Pleafure, that great touchftone, to which 
every heaft vibrates, for awhile made us 
air one charafter. I was no longer fir- 
lent ; Lord Almerftonc no longer a ftoic j 
his Lady no longer ftiff ; and this formU 
ddble meeting, loft every thing but its 
happinefs/ We have retired late, but I 
am deceived, if any of us are thinking of 
reft, our hoft excepted. LadyAlmerftone, 
is clofeted with herdarlingdaughter ; Lady 
Euphemia, talking toherFrcnchgovernefs; 
J^rd Melrofs and the Colonel, ftill in 

the 
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the fupper-room, and I, one moment lift-' 
ening, and another fcribbling ; catching 
tlie diftant founds of that voice my ear 
has fo Jong miffed ; and quarrelling with 
my heart, whenever it is deceived by the 
more vociferous and lefs pleafant tone of 
his companion. I am miftaken, however^ 
if this good Colonel is not perfeftly in 
his Lordfhip's confidence as to me ; or 
rather, his Lordftiip is in fo xexy good SL 
humour, that he has no fecrets it can bo ' 
any compliment to confide. 

To be diffufe, was ever the foible of 
my heart, and, at the approach of happi«- 
nefs I feel it return. Heavens, how fweet- 
ly, when warmed by that powerful fen- 
fation, does it "expand With its own feel- 
ings, and give ideal confequence to all the 
trifles of the moment^ Let me paufd 
over this exquifite period of my life;— • 
Ah, perhaps it has none more exquifite 
to offer. This period, when ripening 

hop^ - 
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hopes fwelled almoil into certainty, be- 
come every inftant adorned with new 
tints. I have thought myfelf nearly into 
tears, and therefore had better break off. 
—Tears, however, far different from thofe 
painful, thofe agonizing drops I have fo 
often fhed. Love, invigorating power, thou 
who canft alone revive the heart, withered 
by worldly cares, and mental ftrugglcs, 
thro' every tye do I look up to thee with 
gratitude ; whether treihulating from the 
foft lifpings of infancy, the tender cau- 
tions of age, or the more dangerous 
and tumultuous accents breathed from lefs 
matured feelings,— ftill, in a well govern 
ned mind, art thou the fource of good- 
humbling its vanities, correfting its felf- 
ilhnefs, bidding it tafte the bleffing of 
beftowing hgjppinefs, and, finally, the fweel 
reward of receiving it. 

Adieu„ moll beloved friend. — My warm-^ 
eft, my tendereft anxieties ever attend yott 
and yours, LET- 
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LETTER CXXXIII. 

To Mrs. Obrien. — From Lady Helen 

Nugent. 

Mulberry 'Mounts Augufl. 

THANKS, my deareft Sophia, for your 
kind wiflies : from minds like yours, 
they come with the force of benediftions; 
and that they are in part fulfilled, my 
jbeing allowtd to acknowledge them under 
my own hand, will fufficiently prove.— 
To participate in all your enjoyments is 
fo much a happinefs, that I am afraid it 
will not pafs for a merit, and yet it is the 
greateft I can claim. 

When I was fcarcely fufficiently recover- 
ed to fee any company, we were furprif- 
ed with a vifit from my brother and 
Lady Somerfet : it was a ftart of kindne& 
liowcver, on his part, and therefore gave 

mc 
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me great pleafure ; the more fo, as he is 
really far from well, and requires a more 
attentive, and afFeflionate companion, than 
her Ladyfliip; who having been feme 
months paft, rather in a declining ftate, is 
whimGcal beyond all defcription. Spien- 
fer has a nervous fever, caufed, I fear, 
by drinking, that has made him too very 
Jow and vapourifh, and having been or- 
dered to change the air frequently, he 
wt)uld not, he faid, pafs thro' this county 
without vifidng Mr. Nugent, and me.- 
Here was a revolution, my dear ! but the 
unhinged frame, will call upon the focial 
affeftions ; and teach us in ficknefs all the 
value of thofe ties, on which, profperous 
health, looks down with contempt.-? — They 
found Edward and myfelf enjoying the 
fweets of the woodbine, juft as the moon 
.was rifing, like the fpirit of coolnefs, from 
behind the brow of the adjoining hill, af- 
ter a moil fcorching day* Her Ladyfhip 

took 
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took the earlieft opportunity of hinting at 
the vulgarifm we were guilty of; and, 
producing her effence bottle, aflured us 
how unequal file was to fupporting fuch 
ftrong odours. Entertain'd us with a long 
ftory of a man that cainter'd backwards and 
forwards, whom Ihe chofe to take for a 
highwayman, and was, in Ihort, more fri* 
volous and aflFeSed than ever. 

Mr, Nugent and my brother were fo 
captivated with a beautiful fpot in their 
ride, the next day, that the;^ infifted on 
fliewing it us. The airing was long, ne- 
verthelefs I ventured it ; and was fully re- 
paid. It is one of the fweeteft vales I 
ever beheld. A lovely river winds thro* 
it, the banks of which, are fringed with 
a happy inequality; on one fide is a 
beautiful hanging wood, where clumps 
of old trees darken the view, andcontraft 
the autumnal fhades of purple, green, or 
brown, feen in the younger plants.— A 
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few groups of cattle, and cottages, with a 
neat and well-built houfe, almofl embo- 
fom'd, the front of which was covered 
with vine, and jeffamine, compleated the 
view : I was peopling this retreat in my 
imagination, and contriving what apology 
I fliould make, when on entering abrupt- 
ly, we Ihould find a younglady f(^ted at 
a harpfichord, whilll an old one of a very 
Jlriking demeanor^ turn'd over a globe at 
fome diftance, whenlo! on examination, 
the manfion proved to be uninhabited; 
and I had the mortification of .feeing a 
fpot, which feemed the. region of romance, 
utterly thrown away. How infipid do 
fortune and title appear at fome moments : 
the divirre tranquillity of the profpefl:, the 
purity of the air, and the murmuring of 
the river, which was the only found, ex- 
cept the occafional bleatings of fh«ep, 
made me half wifh I could fee you and 
Lord Melrofs turn'd nifties there, with a 
jrace of lively brunettes, glowing, **celeftial 

rofy 
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xofy red," ihro' the Uii of cxercife ; whilft 
Edward, and myfelf, would take up pur 
abode in fome neighbouring x:ottage, and 
fet fine cloaths^ and fipe liyeri&s at defi- 
ance. 

As people are always in extremes, my 
^ood brother is fuddenly fei^ed with an 
.inclination to patronize the man hit op« 
preft. fte has been talking to Mr. Nugent 
about an eieftioneering bufirtefs, in which 
he could ferve htm ; but the latter is fo 
inflexibly boneft, that 1 am fure it will 
never do. The member prppofed, has in- 
deed very little influence^ but what is to be 
hoped in. favor dfone, who fhould tell 

• 

them, (as Edward) probably might) that he 
cannot afford to buy, Jbecaufii he does not 
intend to fell ; and thiat in proportion as 
-^ey think they honour him in conferring 
the jduty, he (hall believe he obliges them 
in undertaking it* We live in Old En- 
VoU rv, M gland. 
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^land, not in Old Rome, my good frien3, 
fo take my word for it, this is a doSrine, 
the fturdy votaries of beef and pudding 
will not be made to underftand. 

Your rencontre w!th Mrs. Davenport, 
(I have forgotten her other name) was one 
of thofe events, which tho* the mind can- 
not be faid to be prepared for, ought 
hardly to furprife it. The weak, the 
vain, and the vicious, are ever more par- 
ticularly the dupes qf' that blind goddefs 
they follow. Mifled by the reigning fol- 
ly of the moment, they deviate impercep- 
tibly from the common track, and rife, 
or fall, they know not how. She is pu- 
nifhed, however ; and to pity her is the 
extent of my charity. 



i^i*.j»* 



' When it is your pleafure to defcend 

from your forms, with Lord Melrofs, 

and liilcn to his voice in a (till pleafanter 

* ' • tone^ 
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tone, it will be a moft welcome piece of 
intelligence to both Edward and myfelf. 
— -I am fo malicious, that I will not tell 
you what his Lordfhip fays on the occafi-* 
on ; tho' he has written us a long letter. 
—However, it is not vtry much to your 
diradvantkge. ^ ■ Mr. Nugent obliges ma 
to con9lude, 

H. N. 
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LETTER CXXXIV. 

To Lady Helm Nugent — From Mrs^ 

Obrien. 

A. Park, Angu/t. 
nPHE diftan€e between Lord Melrofs, 
-*• and myfelf, which you are fo folf- 
citous to remove, it has not been long in 
my power to preferve, whatever might 
have beer\ my inclination. I begin to 
believe, he was not born to be denied; 
—Alas, I once thought otherwife; how 
ever, his Lordfhip was fo determined to 
make the experiment, that, in order to 
avoid being diftreft by attentions he was 
at no pains to conceal, I became almoft 
as folicitous of an explanation as himfelf. 
— Having made a party to dine in the 
woods to-day, we fet out early, and re- 
turned late, the weather being particularly 
favourable: — could I believe my fenfes! 
placed under the prote^ion of J^ord MeU 

rofs, 
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yofs, — ^my arm in fais^t was (for the firft 
time) permitted me to liften to him ; — and 
never was the choice of my heart, fo 
flattered by my reafon. The light, the 
gay, the frothy part of his difpofition, 
thofe captivating levities which charm us 
in the intercourfe of the world, fubfiding 
for awhile, — left him truly himfelf. His 
charaQer, at once more (imple, and more 
elevated, rofe upon me fuch as nature had 
fiorm'd it ; warm, penetrating, manly ; de- 
manding my eftcem ; exciting my refpeft ; 
capable ofinfpiring the permanent attache 
ment mind alone creates, andof feeling all it 
infpired. Surely I never loved till then; or 
rather, my love never received that pow- 
erful fan£lion, which flrikes from the un- 
derllanding upon the heart, and ennobles 
the fentiment it confirms. 

Amidft a variety of other fubjefls, tord 
Melrofs ^touch'cj upon his family affairs; his 
mother'i fate— Ah that unfortunate mother; 
who, robbed of alt her rights — excluded 
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alike from the affluence and rank fire wa^ 
entitled to demand — from the ftill moref 
valuable bleffings of conjugal and mater-- 
nal affeflion^ — funk, ah early v>6lim to 
accumulated injuries. He ihewed me 
her pidure ; it was fo beautiful a likenefs 
of himfelf, that I was tempted to accufe him 
of vanity in producing it ; — the form of 
the face—the very fmile fo natural to him 
when he fpeaks ;— of all that, wonderful 
refemblance we have fo often difcovered 
in him to his father, none but in the eyes 
remained. He ought to be handfome, 
fince I believe he had the handfomeft pa- 
rents France or England could afford.— 
I had not courage to enquire into the 
particulars of his mother's charafter, or 
fituation, and judged from his filence^ it 
was a fubjeft too tender for explanation ; 
we therefore infenfibly fell upon that of 
his litigation with Mr. Erlkine, which he 
treated with a degree of philofophy, the 
warmth of his temper, and the pride that 
has ever been fuppofed one of its mark- 
ing 
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ing traits^ gave us little reafon to expeff • 
but it is the diftindion of fuperior minds> 
filently to extiq)ate in their progrefs thn/ 
life, thofe conftitutional imperfeBions^ 
which time only engrafts more deeply in. 
weak ones. Lord Melrofs, will perhaps^ 
always be a proud man ; but he will dif* 
tinguilh the pride of merit, from that 
of fituation, with which, perhaps, it haj^ 
been hitherto but too much blended ; for 
they muft boaft an uncommon degree of 
perfe6lion, who can early diftinguifh fen- 
timentsfo limilar, and often foperplext with 
each other, that the delufion of felf-love, 
is hardly neceflary to make us confound 
them. Ardent, impaffioned, ambitious, 
his outfet in life was marked by too im- 
petuous a love of its diftinftions ; a love, 
which breaking thro' the ties of fubordi- 
nation, nature, and reafon, taught him to 
treat a father with contumely, and con- 
found remonftrance with difrefpeft : nor 
tho' poflefling nobler diftin£iions within, 
than thofe external ones he afpired to. 
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y^s he fenfible of their value.-*-The 
error, tho* innocent, has feverely correfted 
itfelf. Evils, incurred by worldly ad- 
vantages, mental ones only have allevi- 
ated ; experience has convinced him, tha( 
to be elevated in rank, is to carry a 
torch thro' an obfcure night, whofe fplen- 
dor oftener dazzles the bearer, than thofe 
around, and is lefs aproteflion from vil- 
lainy, than a guide to it. Withdrawing: 
from: the diftinftions of birth, or the. 
brilliance of wit, his heart has alter- 
nately relied on Mn Nugent, or Sir. 
George Irwin ; in the one, he. has feea 
the fuperior influence of underftanding,. 
awe rank into infignificance ; in the other,, 
the irrefiftible charm of goodnefs, has bade 
even talents claim but the fecond . places. 
By learning thus to eftimate the hearts o£ 
others, his own becomes correfted. The 
weak and erring, pride, which once only 
taught him to feek the world, refining 
into a nobler principle, now. fets him a- 
bove it; and even thofe diftintUons which. 

he 
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he then regarded as fubftitutes for defert^ 
are infenfibly become only its incitements. 
To that romance of youth, which is al- 
ways warm, never difcriminating, and as 
often flaming into a vice, as a virtue, 
a calm and rational fyftem of conduft 
has fucceeded : if I have been fortunate 
enough to aflift in lending (lability to fuch 
a charaSer, furely the more captivating 
of my fex, ought ftudiouffy to watch thofe 
principles in their own bofoms, which are 
to arreft the wavering ones in the bofoms 
of others. Man, tho' born with the vi- 
gorous and marking virtues which diftin- 
guiffi his career thro* life, frequently fuf- 
fcrs the humbler ones that muft confti- 
tute its happinefs, to be cruflied by edu- 
cation, and cuftom. Thefe, it is the part 
of woman to preferve ; and while from his 
example fhe acquires candor, liability, and 
fortitude, fhe muft inculcate by her 
own, the no lets ufeful qualifications, of t 
gentlenefs, and felf-denial. — You will fay 

L 
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I preach — I am afraid 1 do. SevcFC ex- 
perience is a (on of early old-age, and is 
apt to make us garrulous. My heart takes 
a dubious pleafure in dwelling at inter- 
vals upon the paft, — in trembling over 
th'ofe fcenes when fad refleftion involun- 
tarily made me wife, and expanding to that 
future^ which is to make me happy. 

Lord Melrofs did not conceal from me, 
that he had no intention of going into 
Devonfhire, but that not being able, other- 
wife, to accomplifh our meeting, or break 
thro' the referves of Lady Almerftone, 
be had adopted fuch a pretence, in ordep 
to effeft both. I made every engagement 
confiftent with that decorum, which the 
world, (if for the fake of example mere- 
ly) has a right to demand ; and not being 
able to punifh myfelf fo far as \qplunta- 
rily to Ihun his fociety, frankly affured 
him that I would endeavour to remain 
in London, (where he engaged to bci) on 

our 



INNOCENCE. «5i 

cur quitting the Park, When I made 
this agreement, I was not aware that La- 
dy Maria, and the Colonel, were fo deep 
in his plots, as I found them : fince, in 
two hours more, they had compleatly dif- 
fuaded Lady Almerftone from the De- 
vonfhire journey, and by engaging her to 
go to Twickenham in a fortnight, fixed 
us all near enough to Mount- Herbert, to 
fecure a meeting whenever we pleafe. 

But who, think you, is to be of our 
party ? — A name-fake of mine, of whom 
you made mention when in Scotland;—- 
Mifs Vernon, The grandfather, on whom 
fhe depended, is lately dead, having left 
her an ample fortune : ajid as fhe is on an 
intimate footing with" Lady Maria, they 
mean to fpend fome time together, both 
in the country and in town. Do not afk 
me my opinion of your favorite ; I muft 
know her a little better before I can form 
one.~I am inclined to think, a ftronger 
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magnet'than friendfhipbroughtherhere, and 
that being now informed of the fecret en- 
gagements of Lord Melrofc, flbe feels dif* 
appointed and hurt. We are therefore, 
at prefent, each bent on developing the 
charafter of the other; and to own the 
truth, his Lordfhip's good fpirits have 
made him fuch excellent company, that 
he has engroffed the whole party. Oli, 
happinefs, happinefs, how fweet, how be- 
nign would be thy influence, did it not as 
often give birth to the weed, as to the 
rofe; and too frequently wither th« one, 
while the coarfer, and more ftubborn na- 
ture of the other,. flourifhes, and fpreads 
beneath the beam. May it Ihine diftin- 
guifliingly, laftingly upon my friend, is the 
iincere prayer of%er ever afFeftionate, 

S> OBRI£If« 

End of the Fouiith Volume* 
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